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LOWER TOWNSHIP –
The Lower Township
Taxpayers Association gave
Lower Township Council a
comparison of what Lower
spends on salaries and
wages and what Middle
Township spends on compa-
rable positions. 

Janet Pitts, president of
the LTTA, told council the
taxpayers association had
some concerns about the
2008 budget. She also said
she was disappointed Lower
Township Council did not
take some of the taxpayers’
recommendations from last
year, which included not
filling vacant job positions.
Additionally, Pitts said
whereas the taxpayers asso-
ciation hoped the township
could hold or cut spending,
the township was actually

increasing in certain areas.
“If someone was getting

$10 last year, don’t give them
$20 this year,” she said. 

In their comparison, the
LTTA noted that Lower
Township was increasing
7.4-percent in 2008 to $23.3
million, whereas Middle
Township’s 2008 budget was
going up 4.5-percent to $21
million. The comparison
showed Lower Township is
spending $65,000 more in
salaries and wages in the
township clerk’s office,
$173,000 more in the depart-
ment of revenue and
finance, $37,500 more in tax
collection, and $227,000 in
the construction office.

Lower is also spending
$171,000 more in the area of
parks and recreation, and
over $1.6 million more on
Public Works. Lower also
spends $268,348 more for
911 police dispatchers.

The LTTA indicated

Lower is spending
$2,811,079 more than its
neighbor to the north just in
the seven areas identified
above. 

Pitts provided Lower
Township Council with a let-
ter saying, “Our members
feel Lower Township’s $23.5
million budget should be
more in line with Middle
Township’s 2008 budget,
which is $21 million. The
two townships are compara-
ble.”

Pitts said the LTTA would
like to see the departments
expenses reduced to what
was actually spent in 2007.
Pitts said the LTTA is
requesting a hiring freeze,
other than replacing police
officers, and cross training
employees where possible.

Pitts said the LTTA would
like to have a response to its
recommendations at the
public hearing on the budget
April 7.
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May City Council from July 1,
1995 to June 30, 2003. He was
part of a governing body that
changed from the
council/manager form (which
Cape May has now) to a coun-
cil form with a strong mayor,
who served as the chief exec-
utive and administrative offi-
cer. 

Mahaney ran for reelection
three times in eight years due
to changes in government,
serving two years as mayor
and one year as council pres-
ident. Each time he was elect-
ed, he said, he was the top
vote getter. 

Mahaney decided not to run
again in 2003, believing the
city had made major

progress, and feeling there
should be limits on how long
an elected official serves in
office. 

“I wanted to leave with the
same level of respect as when
I came on, and I thought eight
years was enough. I encour-
aged the voters to elect peo-
ple with fresh ideas,” he said. 

So why come back in 2008? 
“The public has been asking

me to return ever since I left
in 2003,” Mahaney said. “I
consider that a compliment.”

Mahaney said he asked peo-
ple to try and find other can-
didates, but no one has
stepped forward. 

Accepting the challenge to
run again, Mahaney said he is
concerned that Cape May
government does not include

the voting public in the plan-
ning or decision making
regarding the future of the
town.

“The town is totally in con-
trol of a small, special inter-
est group, who is determining
the future of the town,” he
said. 

While not identifying the
group, Mahaney said they are
a group of people who are
seeking their own financial
objectives – to the detriment
of the community.  He said
capital projects are being
advanced without regard to
the master plan, and without
the input and consent of the
public, who must pay for
these projects. 

“My intent as mayor would
be to make an inclusive gov-

ernment, where people living
and working in town have the
opportunity to help formulate
a direction for the town,
through the planning process,
and funding process, to
insure we have the type of
town and scope of services
that meet the needs of our
residents and visitors,”
Mahaney said. 

This council, Mahaney said,
is simply reacting to ideas
coming from a special inter-
est group with projects that
are expensive and limit the
city’s ability to respond to
emergencies and make need-
ed improvements. 

Mahaney said the mall, for
example, needed an upgrade,
but mall property owners
should have borne some of

the cost, and grants should
have been acquired. He
added that the mall renova-
tion is not the answer to a
declining tourism market. 

Mahaney, 62, has a doctor-
ate in special education
administration, and is an
administrator at the
Woodbine Developmental
Center, where he has worked
for 20 years. He has worked
in the field for 40 years. He
has owned property in Cape
May for 38 years, and has
been a full time resident
since 1985.

“I’m not a native, but I’m
told I’m the closest thing.
There aren’t many natives
around anymore, and that’s a
shame,” he said. 

Mahaney said he is proud of

his record as an elected offi-
cial in Cape May. He counts
among his major accomplish-
ments the coordination for,
funding and construction of
Cape May desalination plant,
which is still Cape May’s
largest capital improvement
project. 

“Without that plan we
would not have the potable
water supply for the next 20
years that we have now,” he
said.

Mahaney said when the
project began he was told
there was no grant money,
but he was able to bring in
$1.25 million for the $5 mil-
lion project, with the rest
coming in low interest loans. 

He said the project was
accomplished with the coop-
eration of the city council, the
employees, and residents,
who were kept informed
about the project, which he
said was completed without
any controversy, delays, or
cost overruns. 

His other proudest accom-
plishment was the grant and
loan applications for East
Cape May. 

“I put together a consortium
to buy that parcel, and was
able to acquire grants and
low interest loans. It shows
what we can accomplish if we
work as team,” he said. 
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All fences are temporary
and must be removed within
14 days of the expiration of
the patio permit. 

Marilyn Lee from Stumpo’s
restaurant spoke during the
public hearing asking the city
how the standards were
developed.

“No one from Stumpo’s was
asked,” she said. “Not all the
merchants are members of

the Mall Merchants
Association.”

Corea said a four-member
committee, all owners of mall
properties, was formed to
establish the guidelines. Corea
said the committee looked at
various options and decided on
the styles of fencing and furni-
ture. Corea said the permit
owners are free to select their
own vendor, but the decision
was made to allow only black
fencing and the furniture out-

lined in the ordinance. 
Hilary Pritchard asked the

city to consider other busi-
nesses when awarding patio
permits. She said she would
not like to see a store “sand-
wiched between two patios.”

Dennis Crowley said the
ordinance did not address the
temporary use of public
space on the mall, including
sidewalk sales. He said mer-
chants should be charged any
time they use public space.
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approved on second reading
would allow the HPC to
require an escrow fee from $0
to $2,500 for demolition per-
mits, and up to $3,500 for
demolition permits on key
and contributing structures. 

City council introduced
Ordinance 145-2008 estab-
lishing new fire zones in the
shopping area at Lafayette
and Ocean and on Cape May
Housing Authority. The ordi-
nance, if passed on second
reading, would also establish
handicapped parking on

Housing Authority property.
The ordinance would allow
the police to cite anyone ille-
gally parking in handicapped
spaces on Housing Authority
property.

Ordinance 146 amends
Section 324-6D of the city
code to establish a new fee
scale for patio permits on the
Washington Street Mall. The
fees established in the ordi-
nance would include a $5 per
square foot charge for estab-
lishments serving alcohol, $4
per square foot for businesses
with outside food service, and
$2 per square foot for busi-

ness with no table service.
Applicants for the permits
would be able to pay for the
number of months they would
like to maintain an outside
patio between March 1 and
Nov. 30. The ordinance would
only require half the fee
amount be paid in 2008 and
2009, with the full fee being
required in 2010. 

Ordinance 147 established a
new 50-year lease agreement
for the Physick Estate. 

Second reading on the
above ordinances is sched-
uled for April 14.

Mahaney running for mayor

Fence regulations, fees

Ordinance changes

Lower Twp. Taxpayers Assoc. 
does the math on city budget

From your home mortgage, to expanding 
your business, to �nancing a college education, 
life’s events o�en come with big � nancial 
questions. 

At Cape Bank, we guide you through the 
complex world of banking products and 
services. Put our knowledge to work for you.

Guiding you forward
because money doesn’t come

with an owner’s manual

8 0 0 . 8 5 8 . B A N K         w w w . c a p e b a n k n j . c o m MEMBER

Atlantic City | Cape May | Cape May Court House | Egg Harbor Twp. | Galloway | Linwood | Margate
Marmora | Ocean City | Rio Grande | Somers Point | Stone Harbor | Villas | Wildwood

More Branches To Serve You Better.

1246 Rt. 109 South Cape May 609•898•0354
(Just over the Bridge)

Dinner Friday-Saturday-Sunday from 5 pm

Feast - Fun - Music & Local Wines by the bottle

NEW MENU & SOON TO COME ... LUNCH
Friday - music by Fat Tomato

Saturday - music by Franky La

Chef Demo with Exec. Chef Geoff - Wednesdays
Make reservations $25 per person

Scrumptious Food
An AmazingWine List
Serving Dinner From 5 PM,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

801WASHINGTONSTREET
609-884-5697

www.washingtoninn.com

Starting April 6th
Sunday Dinner served �om 4pm

New EARLYBIRDMENU
$20003 courses

On Sundays - BYOB ~ No Corkage

Romantic Dining Overlooking the
Atlantic Featuring Patio Dining  

Opening Wednesday April 2
Serving Dinner  from 5 pm
Monday through Saturday 

Closed Sundays

714 Beach Avenue, Oceanfront in Cape May
on the Promenade (Next to Convention Hall )     BYOB

www.tishasfinedining.com
Reservations 884-9111

Major Credit Cards & Gift Certificates

AART’s 
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

C

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

• safe and reliable
• All local communities
•clean, comfortable

•airports 
•local and distance
•child safety seats

29th Cape May

Jazz Festival

April 18-20

2008

Call ROSANNE 
at the 

CM Star & Wave 

884-3466  

Deadline 3/31

Advertise in
the offical

program book 
for the

Jazz Festival and 
get your business
noticed  by over  
10,000 people! 

The book will be
inserted into each 
Star & Wave and
handed to each
ticket holder at 

the concerts.
YYOOUU WWIILLLL

BBEE NNOOTTIICCEEDD

space                cost
1/8 pg            $100
1/4 pg            $150
1/2 pg            $300
FULL $605
CCOOVV EERR CCOOLLOORR::

1/4 Pg          $215
1/2 pg  $430
FULL $855


