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Ballot issue on West Cape May liquor license explained

By CHRISTOPIHER SOUTIH
Cape May Star and Wiave

WEST CAPE MAY - Only
about 20 residents and others
showed up to hear the latest
explanation of the liguar
license  guestions up  for
approval on the Nov, 4 ballot,

West Cape May ha: been
soliciting winput for over a
year on the question of offer-
g two Hguare lHeenses in the
borough. Based on its popula-
tion, West Cape May gualifies
to affer one consumption
leense and one distribution
licensa. The baard of commis-
swomers  announced  their
intention in the beginning of
the process to offer the com-
sumption license to a restau-
rant. Currently no restausant
in West Cape May has a
lguar Heense, Bul customears
are allowed to carry in their

Candidates debate

OV e ar |'IEE|'. ag the caze
may be.

The other license would be
g3 to a retail store selling
aleaholic  beverages., The
commissioners envisioned &
wine shop, although local
wineries are permitted to sell
the wine they manufacture
without & liquor license,

The ballot questions would
read:

1. “Shall the retail sale of all
kinds of alcoholic beverages,
for  consumption on the
licensed premiscs by the
glass ar other open receptacle
pursuant to Chapter One of
the Title Intoxicating Liguors
of the Revised Statutes
(5.33:1-1 et. Seq.), be parmii-
ted in this municipality®' Tho
COMMISSIHners indicated
answering ves would moan
the vater supports the sale of
a liguor license to be used by

i restaurant.

2. "Shall the retail sale of all
of all kinds of alcohalic bev-
erages for off-premises con-
sumption pursaant o Chapter
One af the Title Intoxicatin
Liguors of the Revise
Statutes (5.33:1-1 et. Seq.), be
permitted in this munkcipali-
ty#"  The commissioners
explained a ves vote would be
for allowing a retail liguor
SIOTe.

1. "Shall 1MH-percent of the
funds generated by the sale of
any liguor license be used to
provide tax reliel for borough
residents by being deposited
into a  dedicated Tond#*
Discussion at Tuesday night's
rmeeting indicated a yes vote
would mean the procecds of
the hguor license sales could
nat be spent on any particular
preagect, oF Bo by any particu-
lar thing. As a dedicated

fiad, the $£1.4 silllian antici-
pated from the sale of the tao
Heemses would not be applied
to & single year's budget.
Municipal  auditor  Leon
Costello snid  the revenue
fram the sale of the licenses
would go into a fund, and the
interast plus a portion of the
principal would go to reduc-
img the tax burden over a
poricd of years. The exact
numbar  of  years  wauld
dopond on the sale price.
Costelly projected a savings
af 2-cents on the tax rate each
vear for a period of edght to 10
VEALE

Asked why the borough
would not keep the principal
and use only the Interest to
reduce taxes, Costelle said
depending on how much the
licenses scll for, the interest
alone might not add up to
much. He said §1 million

mlght vield $70.000 par year,
which amounts to about one-
cent an the tax rate,

Costells guestioned  the
logic of purting 1.3 million in
an pocount and not using it
for its dedicated purposs,

Costello was joined by bor-
augh salicitor Frank Corrado
and Cape May Police Chief
Diane Soranting,

Corrade spoke briefly on
the process, bl gand the bar-
ough has broad powers to
regiilate the Licenses,

The commissioners have
tentatively  determined o
offor the consumption licenso
o a new or existing restau-
rant, and permit the serving
af alcobol between 10 a.m.
and 10 pom., Monday through
Saturday, Retail sales for the
distribution license would be
limited to © &am. o 10 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday

and Irom noan to 10 pom. on
Sunday. The size of the facili-
tv would e controlled by
lecal zoning, and the mumber
of barstools n ratio to dining
saats is yet to be detormined.
Sorantino, who spoke on the
impact of liguor liconses on
law enforcement, sald her
department is involved in that
gualification precess, nclud-
ing an extensive background
check. She said she was
alrendy asked about drunk
driving in West Cape May.
Sarantino said nothing is
guaranteed, but added there
are 27 liguor licenses in Cape
May and none in West Cape
May, but approximately half
the arrest for drunk driving
made by her department are
made in West Cape May.
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terrorist threats in that coun-

Iy

“When history looks back
an the Irag war, they're going
to say this was a tragic mis-
take for the United States.”
Kurkowskr sald. “This war
has cost nearly a trillion dol-
lars ... | would be in Favor of
ending the war at this point.”

Furkowsk said the United
States should have targeted
Oaama bin Laden and al-
(aeda in Afghanistan instead
ol invading [rag.

LoBiondo said be was a crit-
ic of former Defense
Secrotary Donald Bumsfeld’s
tactics in Ivag and called lor
his resignation. LoBiondo
GPPOSEs an imrmediate
timetable for withdrawal in
lrag.

Tve made a number of
teips to Deag, Alghanistan and
Pakistan. I've got a chance to
see the policy on the ground
firsthand. Our military lead-
ars, that my opponent would
like to soe make the agenda
an how we do this the vight
way, have said repeatedly
that if we are not careful on
our withdrawal, that we will
create & vacuum that the
Iranians will [ll" LaBiondo
sald.

LoBEiondo

spid terrorists

have moved from ||':'|||.] it
Afghanistan  that he  said
shows  the successes ol
American forces in Irag.

FEurkowskl sad LoBiondo
stood with President Georpo
Bush in support for the fnd-
ing of the Iragi war. He criti-
cized LoBiondo on not woting
for the troop surge in 2007,

“I kelieve the war was a
mistake and
have  gane
Eurkewski said

LoBiondo teared up as he
explained the reason for his
missdng the voie on the troop
surge was to attend a family
fumeral.

“If that's not good cnough
for voul, then ['m sorry 1 don't
mect yOur standards,”™
LoBiondo said to Kurkowsk.

On the subject of medical
care for soldiers returning
from duty, Eurkowski said
the country 15 not taking care
af the wounded

“Wea're seeing a type al
injury that we have not seen
in  previous combat; the
tremendons  head  injuries
that saldiers are sulflering
when they return. There are
imjuries that are going to
require care for a lifetime,”
Eurkowaki sald.

“Frankly. I

we should not
in thera,™

don't  think
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Congress had budgeted the
money to take care of veter-
ans,”

LoBicnde said the largest
INerease In appropriation for
the Veteran's Administration
in the history of Congress
occurred over the last fow
VERFS.

"The other thing that was
dome was recognifion of the
mental health challenges that
many of our veferans are fac-
ing,” LoBionds said. "The VA
in Philadelphia will hire 150
new people. We've increased
access Tor community-based
health care for veterans with

the <clhinics we have in
Vincland, Cape May and
WVentnor."”

LoBionde said Congress is
leoking to expand the medical
services for veterans.

Asked abowr  affordable
health  care  costs for
American workers, LoBilonds
blamed Congress for not deal-
ing with the ssue.

"We all want health care for
everyone, but we've got to be
carciul how we do it

If we're going to farce uni-
versal health care on all of
America, we're golng to force
small business and & lot of
employers owl of America,”

LoBionda said.

He said Congress should
work to make health care
morg affordable and avail-
able.

LoBiondo said he wvoted
agalnst the GOP and to over-
ride President Bush's vete on
rejecting the State Chaldren's
Health Insurance Program
(SCHIPF), which provides
hoalth insurance for students
and childran.

He said he supports associ-
ated health plans for amall
businesses and community
health centers which he said
were “very successful” oin
South Jersey,

Furkowski said 47 million
i Amserica don't have health
care. He said people with
health plans often have diffi-
culty paving high co-pays or
EapS I SOVErage.

He =aid emergency rooms
are over-utilized and are the
most cxpensive ways of pro-
viding health care.

"We have to get the 47 mil-
lamn who don't have health
care covered and we have to
improve health care lor the
rest of us,"” Kurkowski said.

LoBiondo said he doesn't
support oil drilling off the
Mew Jersey coast. e =aid
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anergy independence will be
a “combination of & number
ol initiatives™ that include ol
drilling in &8 million acres
under lease.

“We necd a variety of dif-
ferent measures including
alternative fuels, nuclear,
copservation and fuel effi-
cicney standards,” LoBiondo
sand.

Burkowski said he's against
alf-shore deilling and values
beaches and the role they
play in local tourism. e said
an ol spill, if it ccourred off
the shore of another state,
could wash up on New Jorsey
Beaches.

Eurkowski said LoBiondo
voted 1o allow off shore
drilling,.

“It's wrong for us to have
offshore drilling. The future
ol our energy does not lie in
drilling. It would take five to
ten years to get amy ail aut of
that. The future lies in devel-
oping good, clean alternative
cnergy,”  Kurkowski  said.
“We ought to be harnessing
the wind like we are doing
vight off Atlantic City. The
federal government has done
nathing to help that process
along.”

Two other congressional
candidates, Jason Grover of
the Green Party and Peter
Bowvee aof the Constitution
Party, attended the debate,
but weren't allowed to partic-
ipate,
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Notice to City of Cape May Water Customers...

All water mains serving the City of Cape May will be “flushed” to remove build up

of rust and sadiment in the pipes, theraby improving water guality, betwean Monday,
October 20 & Wednesday, November 5, 7 am to 4 pm as shown below.

While flushing does not cut off the supply of water, it does “stir up” rust.
Customers should draw water for essential use before flushing in your area.

2008 Water Main
Flushing Schedule
Oct 20— Nov 05

6. Thurs. & Fri., Oct. 30 & 31: North of Cape May Avenue

5. Wednesday, Oct. 29:
Morth of Michigan, Indiana
and Massachusetts Avenues.

1. Mon. & Tues., Oct. 20 & 21: West of Perry
2. Wed., Oct 22: Morth of Mall, Perry
to Jefferson
3. Thurs. & Fri. Ocl 23 & 24: South of Mall
Perry to Jefferson
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7. Mon. & Tues., Nov. 3 & 5: South of Cape May Avenue

/N
4. Mon. & Tues., Oct. 27 & Oct. 28 y d BT
Jefferson to Madison ,‘hlp qm .
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