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for jobs or the economy which
are always key and crucial
for us,” LoBiondo said. “I've
developed a parfnership with
the county and the state in &
variety of dilferent ways o
produce results for the people
al sowth Jersey.”

He ticked off a list of
accomplhizhments, including
stT *:'.z'lwnin,ﬂ the local
TOLMSsm L'L'Il:'.llrll:|' :"\-I.'L'III".:'.H
millions in federal funding to

replem=h and monimar ero
sion  aleng  beaches, and
securing rederal lTunds 1o
replace infrastructure

throughout the distriert,

The subprime mortgage cri-
18 and the "\."‘-ull'rl:'.l-' legizla
tion to provide 5700 billion of
taxpayer money o bail ot

financial Institutions  con-
sumed LobBondo's Dime an
the Hill recently, LoBiondo

voted against the batlout leg
islation twice, on Sept. 2% and
Lkct. &, aller recelving over
whelming resentment from
g consnituents over wheat her
the legislation would selve
the economy s problems.

He criticized U5, Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson's
$700 hillion bailout plan to
direct & team ol experis in
buying “toxic asscts."”

“Thasz s the same indrvadinal
that came to Congress about a
vear ago and saud the ecoms
my is starting to sputter, we
want o make sure we don't
slide any deeper; we need a
stimulus package. About $150
billion should do it. This is
also the same individiial that
came to us two months Ag0
and sad that Fanme Mae and
Freddic Mac were in serious
trouble and that we Wwere 1n a
crisis situation. And literally
had only dayvs to pass a $300
billion bailout for them,
which did mothang Tor Main
Strect, All it did was reward

the bad behavior by loan-
sharks  and speculatars,”
LoBiondo said.

According o LoBiondo,
Congress was left oat in the
cold im the decision-making
process for the bailout pack-
age

“1 talked to countless peo-
ple I'mom local Banks to local
busincss people to financial
|-: visars o marfgage brokers
We had no opportunity to give
any answers of how it would
work. We were sitting waiting
lor a product To be placed in
front of us,” LoBiondo said

He said the Dll's final
incarnation included a “New
Jdersey-style Chrstmas tree”
of items including tax credits
lor compames that promote

bicycle commuting, expand-
I:'.!-'_ 1T Enee i.'l\.:l.l:l'.'li-:l: fl\.!l'
mental health services and

tax breaks lor Puerto Hican
rum producers and manufec-
turers of oy woaden arrows.
“Tt did nothing to address
the concerns of folks Who
were in trouble through no
Lault of ther own It didnt
address any  concerns  of
sl Business aor amall com
munity banks." LoBiondo
gand. “Une of the things we
desperately wanted in there
were profections lor taxpay
ars 50 that if this were along
mave that through and insur
amce plan that had been pro-
posed the faxpavers would
have been held harmless,"
Lobwndo voted i 260 to
use military force to invade
Irag alfer the TR
Administration said there
Wi avidence saddam
Hussein possessed weapons
al mass destruction. The Irag
invasion became part of the
larger War on Terrar.
LoBiondo said he criticized
lormer Secretary of Delense
Donald Bumsfeld’s handling

BID ordinance
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city and transferved to the
disiricl managemenl Corpor

tion, which would determine
how the fund: are spemt
BID:s npormally use their

Punds for mantenanc: and

promotion eXxpenses.

I'he ordinmance sayvs the
business community should
be encouraged o “provide

gelf-help and =elf-financing
programe” o mesl ils goals
and objectives.

The Washington Street Mall
Management Company is
reqquired 0 conduct its busi
ness In accordance with the
Open Public Mestings Lasw,
which means all mestings
musl be advertised and open

of the war, and called for
Fimsdeld s dismssal.

“1 think that Mr. Bumsfeld
added years on [0 ouar proh
lem,"” LoBiondo said.

“Fortunately, Secrerary
(Hobert) Gates and Ceneral
(Davidl Petraeus embarked
upon a thoughtful stratogy
which has prodiuced tremen
dous results and has put us on
a path to stability and wnth
drawal from Irag.”

LoBiwnds sad it would be
“foolish' to abandon the cur-
rent sirategy in Irag

"There's ongoing nogotia-
tiong and armicles about The

timetables that the U5, and
the Iraqis are ready o agres
to all contingent upon the
i.':.ﬂl‘.lll?—fn.!:'.l SLALE NS,

We're seceing 8 dramatic
change Irom where we were a

couple  of  years  ago,”
Lo Besido sad
He credited Petracus's

strategy, the wvalor of the sal
diers serving in Irag and the
Iragl offcials that rejected
Al-Gacda and the Taliban
with Turning the tade m Irag
"Two yoars age many said
thse war was lost and we need
ed to get out immediately,”
LoBwnde said, “ln spite of
all the negatives said at the
time, | think there are prefiy
dramatic results up to this
ot 1178 ot pertect and not
cxactly where we need to be,
bt certmnly well along the

road to the right track of suc-
tesg.
LoBiondo’s Democratic

opponent, David Rurkowsk
is hammering LoBiondos on
his record, kurkowske clams

LoBiondo allowed military
contractors o mdaamiar ©on
struction  projects in the

Lleepwatler program

Created under the Climton
Admimsiration, The
Degpwater  program — was

to the public. The 10-member
board wonld be elecied by
business cwners cperating in
Ihee B11). Of the 11 members,
three are to be property own-
B, thrae are business own
erse who rent property, a busi-
ness owner or professional
from within the city but ouwt-
siche The disirict, one member

developed and advocated by
the Uoast Guard 10 apgrade
and replace their failing ves-
sels and  equmipment. | he
Coast Guard realized many of
their long-range cuifers and
pircraft were approaching the

end of Their operation lile,
with some cutters |'I!I".".I'II.-'.

anferad service diring World
War II. The 253-year, 24 bil-
lon project has lbcal seooess
with helicopters stationed at
Alr Station Atlantee Uity That

are used im sea rescucs and
ather am ElE eI e,

In 2001, LoBiondo was
named charman ol the
House Subcommittes  on
Coast Goard and  Narnime
Transportation. LoBiondo

zawd he convened 14 congres
sional hearings during his
siR-year fenure and reguest
od three independent investi-

pations info the Coast Gruard
Deepwater”™ program
Alter the terrorist artacks

an Sept. 11, 2000, the Conast
Criard was tasked warh add
tional Homeland Security
respangibilmes and needed o
improve its and
aquuprmant

‘A decision was made that
zofme al the 110-faoat Coast
Guard boats wonld  be
giratched into 123-Toot boats,
The enginecring in that deci-
s0n was seriously llawed.
They did about ten hoats amd
alter they stretched them oul

viEscls

and put them in the water,
they reaslized that 1T waznt
gring to work., Those Coast

Criard assets were virtoally
rendered uschess,” LoBiondo
zad

Mot only were the boats not
seawarthy, bul radiws were
designed that weren™t water-
prool and could nol Transmit
SCOUTC MOSEAZCE.
Lobionde sald the
ship on the Coast

leadar
Guard

of council, a Cape May resi-
dent who dees nol mest the
aother gualifications, and the
cily manager, who would nol
have a vote.

Ihe district managemenl
corporaticn will be able to
hire employess, =uch as a
directar to facilitate whatever
PIOgTRMms, projects, or special

never gave the subcommittee
straghi answers, kventually,
the equipment was upgraded,
e sad

The Coast Guard is current-
IV smng the coniractors
Lockheed  Martin and
Mortheop Gerunman lor 390
million to recoup money lost
0l imnaperable vessels
LoBiondo supports the law-
s and  the Integrated
Deepwater Reformn Act that
shfts management and over
sight of Decpwater to the
LUoast Crgard,

“The mistakes that were
made, the people should be
held accountable. I'm fully
supporting  the complate
imvestigation and the lawsuit
af behall’ of the taxpayers,”
LoBiondo said.

L Bsride
thore was A serions mistake
made with Deepwater, if's
understosd the program has
s meris. e  dellected
Kurkowski's criticism as @
campaign Tacte.

“1 understand that I'm the
incumbent and the target and
that’s why you're hearing the
charges that I'm  tofally
responsible for evervthing
that’'s gone wrong the
Western world over the last
14 years,” LoBlendo said,
“That's what his (Kurkowskil
agenda’s been.”

finother area of contention
was g appositioen o oflshore
drilling and his eventual sup-
port of & ball that authorazed
offshore drilling.

“My posiiion clearly stated
that that should not be off the
coast of hew Jersey but that
there are 68 million acres that
are currently under lease,
available to be drilled on and
that's where we should be
drilling first." LoBiondo said.

He =ad the bl specified
drilling over S0 miles, with a

sand  although

avents the
aulthorizes
Mayor Edward Mahaney
snid The erention of the BILD
means the city has achieved
glosure on a conlroversial
i=mne in Cape May. The estab-
lishment of a1 BIL was seen a5
a means of local businesses
making & conlribution, or

COrparation

state like New Jorsey toking

“aflirmative and positive
potion to apt in.”

“The plan | voted Tor was a
tough wote, 1 don't think
drilling olf the coast ol Mew
Jersey is right,” LeBiondo
gapd. "My chowce wag [0 vota
BEainst it when gas was close
to 34 & gallon and | thought
that would be =aying to my

constituents there 19 no prob
lem.”
LoBionda  samd the vole

helped affirm his positions on
creating  aliernate  energy
opportunmitics for southern
Mew Jersey including wind
and solar power and conser-
vanon elfarts

Securing federal funding
tor beach replemshment prog

ccts has been trying  for
LoBenda, alter presidents

Clinton and Bush reduced the
fow of beach replemshment
dollars. This past year, Ocean
iy, 8 mumcipahiy that has
an agreement with the Army
LCorps of Enginears for per
odic beach replenishment,
was lorced o pariner with

¢ New Jersey Department
ol Eavianimental Preotecton
for a beach replenishment
project because federal fund
ing didn’t come through

Ivough LoBlondo sad he
partnered with Sen. Frank
Lautenberg  and  secured
heach replenishment money
lar some Towns, 1t 18 &8 oomn
stant strugele to get fedeoral
dallars for pumping sand on
hcaches

“I thaink we're going o, for
some time in the future, be
Nghting whoever s president
in how we deal with these
progects,” LoBwndo said,

“putting some skin in the
pame,” with regacd (o the tax
payer-funded improvemen
of Washington Strest lall
Mahaney said the creation of
L BILY 15 a reason for res
dents and business owners to
hecomes more unmiled
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