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in Cape May, the Jazz
Festival the a0t
Annmiversary Celebration in
20w Hlarsordest 20048 and

various spring festivals,

G FLSm COMmISsSIan meam
ber Beb Steenrod said he was
pleased with the eflort and
said the key point in a suc-
cesglul PR campaign g 1o

Conventuon |

Continued from page Al

seated July 1, rescinded the
agrdinance and elacted o
place it on the ballot in the
MNaow, 4 penaral election, sav
ing the city the cost of a spe-
cial electwon. I the mean
time, the city had five town
hall style meetings wisere iof

Whale's Tale

Continued from page Al
ater, every group allers a dis
tinet service that in its entire-
Ty, makes ug who we really
are.”

LHhar nom-profl groauaps o
benefit include Mature Conter
al Cape May and Ammal
Chutreach on Nov, 14; Cape
Way  Stage, East  Lynne
Theatre, and Beach Theatro
Foundation on Mov. 21; and
Center for Community Arts
Franklmm Hireat schonl
Project on Moy, 28

It wag the esrly 1950s when
Chuck and Hilary Pritchard
met at Demson College i
{thio, fell in lowve, and mar-
rred

Hilary. an art major, felt
she was “too cool” o go on lor
hor master's degree. As it was
the Yietnam era, Chuck was
applyving for "conscientiouns
alyector” status.

Chuck's mother had a housc
here 90 the Pritechards maved
to Cape May for a summer, or

have a strategy. Steenrod said
e was glad the Sherry Groip
was including attractions out-
side of Cape May city limits
and promaoting the region. He
sid there are enough atirac
tions in the vicinity to enconr-
age dayv-trippers. Steenrod
said he recently became
aware of The concepd ol “race
widows" who might be
ACCOMPANYing spouses to the

[all

presented information on the
design and helded questions
amnd comments from the pub-
lie, including a questionnalre
prepared and distributed at
the lrst meeling. Questions
included the leocation, size,
design, and ses of the binld
ing
Architect

Martin Fammel

Now Jersey Motorsport Park
i Mallsalle, and thig = a
proup who might be looking
tor a side trp to Cape May.
The Tourism Commission
alszo discussed  promoling
Cape May as a "value™ desti-
nation, parficularly in the
shoulder scasons when room
rates may be lower. Hoshon
cncouraged the commission
to make the Sherry Geoup

was present at four of the five
town hall meatings to présent
information and answer ques-
tinns.

Mahaney said on Tuesday
he bBelhweves the open and
transparent process allowed
the voters o give mput and
develop a vested intorest in
the project

aware of special packapeos so
they could amplily that point
with media contacts

Charlotte Todd, charman ol

the  Energy  Committee,
encouraged the Tournsm
Commission and the Sherry
Lrioup i promaote Cape May
a5 A “preen” town, She said
vigsiors Irom Bayonne were
recently plensed to hear Cape
Nay 15 planning 10 use solar

Asked about his satisfaction
with the result of e vole,
Mahaney said, “A& 2-1 margin
g The ballot msae, which 18
the most costly capital project
i Uapse May's history, 18 a
mandate.”

Mahanay zaid he would not
btray the confidence shown
by Cape May volers. He sad

and wind power for the new
Uonvenhion Hall  project
Todd =nid she is frying to
enlist the ad of all groups n
Cape May to “power down”™
and  help wailhize power
sources off the grid.

Tou mught ook
awards for poing
Toedd =ad

Todd highlighted some of

the elforts being made 10 pro

al giving

groen,”

he: was confident the measure
wiriild pass alter the decision
was made to put the guestion
selore the voters and the five

public mectings. Mahaney
zard he and Counclwaman

Terri Swain spoke to cvery
!:"Il'il:'.l.':"\-!'i_ Hlll:Ii'.l :'.r||.| CIVILE
group in Cape May and that
gave these groups an appor

mate the wse of recyoled
prodiucts, compact fluores
cent light bulbs, low flow

shower heads, solar power to
heat pools, etc.

"1 hope we, i our Tourest
connections, Can promaote
some of hese things,” she
said.

|.'.1I'Ij'.'!. to SXPrEess Concerns.,

Mahaney sad he believed
the public education process
allowad the wvaters o make
their decision to approve the
project.

=0 thoy thought, to work.

“Chuck worked on the
docks, mowed lawns, and at
Paxas Avenus Pood Marker,”
Hilary said. *1 was the I'*'b-1
worman in Uape May 1o puamp
aas. I worked at Parker's Gulf
=tatwomn at the base ol the
bridge. [ also worked on the
lerry making breaktast and
learning how to pour coffec
an a4 moving vessel.”

[t was Chuck's job at Texas
Avenue thart led to the birth ol
the Whale's Tala

“Hill Jdobnsosn owned 1t oat
the time and he knew [ was an
art majar,” smd Hhilary. “He
suggested we open A storo
and backed us hinancally.”

The first Whale's Tale
apened in the rear ol the adja
cent mini-mall om the
Washington Sireet Mall in
Movember of 1973,

“People are always amaied
that we actually started the
store i MNovembaer and sctu
ally made it through the first
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winter,” said Hilary.

'y make it work, both
Pritchards held second jobs
thee Diest year and poured all
profits back inte the store

Hilary smd 1f was a great
time to begin & venture in
Cape May.

“It was right in the middle
of The Carolyn Piits era {whao
documented the city for its
MNanomal Hhstorie Landmark
status) and bed and break-
lasts were apening. Cape hMay
was getting better and better
Arnsis were moving here, We
were all abowut the same age
We Bad such hin,”  she
remembered

“1wanted to sell handimadsa
crafts but I knew nothing
abouwt retal whatseever,” she
said. "Chuck’s father had a
stare 5o Chuck had some ide i
of what we were petting into.”

Hilary langhed when she
recalled traveling ta
Crathinburg, Tenn. for their

first trade show

“Hll Jhngni,

Chiick

another pariner Scott Kenan
and | went with badges say

ing ‘Texas Avenue Food
Marker.,” We weare an odd
bunch.”

Bt thes “odd buancs™ hasd

the perfect marriage of ener-
gy, talent and viswon and an
incredible team effort.”

“We'd stay oup night
working with displays; wae
recyeled windows and actual
docks, installing them our-
selves,” Hilary said, “The
windows were great  until
they leaked.™

The store grow year
vear, maving alter ois first t
the front recm of the current
binlding then incarparating
the adjoining room its secomd

'_'\- v

vear and taking over the
entire building its third.
“The back used o be

Secidelman’s Appliance
Store,”  sad  Hilary.
yvears people nsed to comae in
tryang To make paymeanis.”
As  time went by the
Prteliards  had two  s0ns,
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Travie now 28, and Collin, 24
Hilary got invelved with the
community joining the Cape
May County  Art Leasgue,
1.'.':1:'1-;'.n|.-'. with the Nature
Center ol Uaps May, West

Cape May Elementary
=ehools PLA and  schaol
bkoard. She also served om

West Cape May's Shade Tree
Commission and was instru-
mental in founding the Lima
Bean Festival Today, two of
er passions are the Center
for Community Arts and the
Uape May Film saciety and
its youth I']|I'|'.:“.1'1.|:"~.lh pro-
i-:l'i'.lll.

“We are =0 lucky to have
cased oue Kids Beve. 1078 &
=afe place, there's something
lor  evervone, All  these
groups and organizations do
wionderinl thangs for the com
munity,” Hilary said.

s=he credits the community
and its waried groups with
shaping Ber e s well as
those of her children.

Travig jJmned fthe Film
Society's first youth program
Today, he 15 pursung =
carcer in sound and film and
still helps wnth the society
Collin is in Montana studving
with Pas1 SkEills, & wilder
nzse school which is the edu-
catwonal acurce  [or those
secking to immerse them-
selvas i the anclent arts ol

indigenous philosophy,
:'.i'.lIII'I: W e TETIE RS, ;:-l".r|||1|'.'|.'
survival, and aboriginal

tracking.

“It’s funny, when the
come back alter e
vear away from home,

kids
Tt

Cape

May looks entwrely different
to them. They realize how
I....k:. they Were growing ugp

here and appreciate |.|.'|'\-\. towm

in 8 whole new way.

£ [

]:..I.J..H

Fﬂ.'r'ﬂ'l I:I é'l:l‘?

e

[ T P 8
£

) -t:|.l||'- A :

M ew* $25 Wine | ist |

b |‘|.II.| [ izrza)

522.5425

Hilary thinks growing up in
LCape May insiills priceless
lifetime values,

But it's also the Pritchards
themselves who inspire

In 1975, Sue Hobbs joined
he staff. She's the expert on
thve shells ofe af the moss
popular sections in the shop.,

karan FPacker started wark
ing at the Whale's Tale in
1 9 and 15 oW genaeral man
BECT Eoth agrec the
Fritchards bring out the hest
in their employces

Facker said, “FHilary and
Chuck bring out the best in
everyone.  They're smart
enough to recognize talents
and make people want to stay.
We have two and three gencr-

ations working here. Ve all
like each other, there arc no
o dogs,” no egos, The

higgest thing 1= we all respect
each other. Mo dreads
going to work,”

Halawry sand the store and the
cmployoes evolved together
and grew into a place that just
“clicks."

aSfve 15 most proud o have
received the “Voted Best of
Cape May 2HWE by 1||-.' read
ers of CapeMay.com”™ award
three vears running for cus
tomer service as well as gift
ghvop

Packer, ns manager, is not
plTen on the “flaar™ Bul work
ing upstairs behind a comput-
Er.

“The best thing is to walk
downstars and have & cuas
tomer compliment vouw. It cor-
tainly Belps when customers
reinforce the positive.” said
Hacker.,

“You should see how this
place comes ogether on a
busy August day," she contin-
ued, “And when peaople tell
you how much they love your
shop and the town itsell and

Larnez

they come back year after
vear, that's just a great leel
ing.”

Besides the non-prolin
groups, the Whale's Tale is

grinng back [0 customers I|l|I
Shoppers who spend 5100 ge
a 510 gift card.

The store is open daily at 10
a.m. mcluding Friday and
Saturday cvenings.
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