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Say cheese - and wine!

The Garden State Wine Growers Association sponsored the Cape May Wine Festival kst week-
end at the Cape May-Lewes Ferry Terminal where festival-goers took advantage of the warm
auturnnal weather sampling the award-winning wines from Mew |ersey, listening to Bve music,
strodling through crafters and the occasional photo oppartunity,
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According to McPhecters,
the aign was atill there when
he left the house to do
errands, He thinks he was
SR piﬂkirﬁ up the leaflets
and the thel® was retribution.

“What scares me is that it
was done in broad daylight
and they obwiously know my
car because it wasn't here,”
he =nid. “And my neighbor's
two signs were still there.”

In retrospect, McPhocoters
rememberad hearing nofses
the evening before around
1030 pom,

The Lower Township Police
told him there wasz little
chance of finding the culprits
but would provide extra sur-
veillance. The police alsoe told
him there had been no other
reports of leaflets, but a few
about stalen Mama slgns,

Irenically, after a telephone
interview with MePheeters
Wednesday (vesterday)
morning, he called the Star
and Wave right back.

“They did it again,” he said.
“There aren't ns many buot
this time they read “Vote

ight, Vote White,™

cPheaters I8 concerned
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the situation may escalate.

“Tt makes me profoundly
sad to say this but I can only
conclude that one of my
neighbors or someone who
vegularly drives by my hoase
is & narrow-minded, bigoted
redneck,” sald McPheeaters,
“That they folt compelled to
produce a serles of small
signs on A computer and litter
them alomg in front of my
house and for several yards
past my house) reveals a deep
seated and profound hatred
of blacks. It worrles me that
they seem to have me in their
gights, [ suspect this may be
the same person who Fa[ﬁ-
ti's KKK on the bridge.”

Lower Township Police
Captain Brian Marker told
the 5tar and Wave the leaflets
appeared to be printed on
regular paper. Markor said
the department has been In
touch with county prosecu-
fors and are investigating,
nn:ﬂ following proper proto-
cal,

"We find this alarming and
are taking it very seriously,”
Marker said. “We intend to
logate the arigin,

&

Unfortunately, at election
time these things happen.

Marker urged anyone with
information to contact the
Lower Township Police
Department at 886-1619, ext.
154.

Cape May's Police Chief
Diane Sorantino said there
have been twoe reports of
Obama sign vandalism - one
im Cape May and another in
Cape May Point.

“A wilness saw a person
driving an SUY with timted
windows spraving the letter
‘™" in fromt of the name
Obarma, said Sorantino. “But
we also had & report of A
MeCain  sign on Kearny
Avenue being set on fire.”

Though the fire was a small
onz, it melted the sign and st
a amall patch of grass on fire,
Sorantino said she was a “lit-
tle mervous” but with any
clection whether it be nation-
al, county or lecal, “you see
thise things happen.™

But not one to be owtdone,
when MePheeters” neighbor
gave him one of their Obama

igns he said, “I put it right
Eﬁ:k in the same HENU*:T." =

Inside
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suitable for twe or three buasi-
nesses, fitted out by the ton-
ants at their expense, The
front up level area would
house administrative offices
and thres to five mecting
rooms, depending on how
they are divided.

Addressing the cost of the
building, Kimmel zaid thers
are a number of fixed costs
associated with the ]I:lr-:ljcct.
The ecost of demolishing the
existing Convention Hall and
moving  the Solarium s
£150,000. The hard construe-
tion costs, incliuding a &-per-
cent contingency amount,
came to 39 551,130,

Kimmel said the new
Conventlon  Hall would be
built to a Leadership in
Energy and Envirommental
Design (LEED) “silver” stan-
dard, but without seeking the
actual certification, which
would add to the cost of the

WCM Liquor

project, The city budgeted
500000 for
Salar/Photovaeltale  panels,
with an offsct of 5400000
through a Purchaze Power
Agreement (PPAS, for 8 net
cast of $100,00. The cost i3
for a 31.5 kKW system.

The city alse budgeted
60,000 for five vertical wind
turbines that Kimmel said
should supﬂ}}r about 2-per-
cent of the bullding's electri-
cal need.

City eouncil has epted to ga
with a hard swrfaced deck
olitgide the bullding and an
scoustic partition that would
divide the main hall so twoa
functions could be held at the
game time, Both items wers

expected to be difficult to add
af a later date.
Other  choices  include

Theatrical Parformance
ighting with a fixed truss,

Li
£55,000; & basdc sound system

with wiring prep work to
upgrade the system at & later
date, 575,000 an electronies
system that includes clesed
circult TV, a security syatemm,
wireless Internet, phones and
intercam system, and a
remaote  access  system,
E50,000; theatrical curtains
for the stagpe aren, 525000,
and seats with a telescoping
riser system for 285 000,

The total optiens list lor
Convention Hall comes to 31
million, or just somewhat
moereg  than  the 5984 000
Eimmeal sald the city would
have to work with in the 5105
muillion budget,

Dmring the public portion,
several members of the pub-
lic encouraged their fellow
citizens to vote for the project
on Mov. 4, as did the members
af couneil.
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ed answering yes would mean
the voter supports the sale of
a liguor license to be used by
il restaurant.

“2hall the retail =ale of all of
all kinds of alcoholic bever-
ages for off-premises con-
sumplion pursmant o
Chapter One of the Title
Intoxicating Liguors of the
Revised Statutes (5.33:1-1 et.
Seq ), be permitted in this
municipality*

The CoOmMMmissioners
explained ayes vote would be
tor allowing & retadl liguor
atore.

“Shall 100-percent of the
funds generated by the sala of
any ligquor license be used 1o
provide tax relief for borough
residents by being deposited
into & dedicated fund?"

Discassiom  al  Toesday
night's meeting indicated a
wes vole would mean the pro-
ceads of the liguor license
sales counld nol be spent on
amy particular peaject, or to
buy any particular thing., As
a dedicated fund, the %14
millivn anticipated form the
aale of the two licenses would
nol be applied o a single
yvear's budget. Muonicipal
auchitor Lessn Costello said the
revenue from the sale of the
licemnses would go mto o fund,
and the interest plus a portion
of the principal would go 1o
reducing the tax burden aver
# period of years, The exact
amount number of years
would depend on the sale
price. Costello projected a
savings of 2-cenls on the tax
rate each year for a period of
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eight to 10 years.

Asked why the borough
would not keep the principal
and use only the inlerast o
reduce taxes, Costells said
depending on how much the
licenzea sell for, the intereat
alone might ol add up o
much. He said $1 million
might yield $70,000 per vear,
which amounts to about one-
cent on the tax rate,

“To make it worthwhile to
the mxpayver vou meed more
than the interest,"” he said.

Costello guestioned  the
logic of putting £1.3 million in
an acconnt and nol wsing i
for its dedicated purpose.

Costello was joined by bor-
ough solicitor Frank Corrado
and Cape MMay Police Chief
Diane Sorantinoe.

Corrado spoke briefly on
the process, but said the bor-
ough has broad powers (o
regulate the licenses.

It wam do anything it wanis
within reason,” he said.

The commissioners have
tentatively determined to
offer the consumption licemnse
to a new or existing restau-
ramt, and permil the serving
of alcohol between 10 am.
and 10 p.m., Monday throogh
Saturday. Retail sails for the
distribution license would be
limited to 9 a.m. to 10 pom.,
Monday throuwgh Saturday
and from noon to 10 pon. on
sunday, The size of the facili-
ty would be controlled by
lecal zoming, and the number
of barstools in ratio to dining
seals is yel o be determined,

Corrade  also  said the

license has to go to the high-
est bidder, but the bidder
must then qualify for a
lizense thoough the statse
office of Alcoholic Beverage
Control,

Soranting, who spoke on the
impact of liguor license on
law enforcement, said her
departiment is invalved in
that gualification process,
including an extensive back-
ground check.
Sorantino said she was asked
about drunk driving by a
West Cape May resident ear-
lier that day. Sorantino said
nothing is puaranieed, bul
added that presently there
are 27 higquor licenses in Cape
May and none in West Cape
May, bul approximately half
the arrest for drunk driving
madde by her department are
made in West Cape May.

“Most of them are coming
out of Cape May," she said.

Mayor Pam Raithermn saic
liguor is already baing served
in the bormough, just in private
homes or for private events.

“Snrprize!’” she said,

Beaident Joan Hodges, a
retired psychologist,  said
there 13 mno correlation
betwesn proximily 10 aleohal
and alcoholism.

“People who are going (o
drink will drink regardless of
the distance 1o the liguor
stove," she said.

Asked it the ligquor licenses
would not turn into & liability,
Corradoe saidd, “That's true of
anything.”
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