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LT Police offer ‘service’ to owner of Sweetbriar Motel

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS - Police Chief
Edward Donohue said in a
recent statement he hoped
Sweetbriar Motel owner
Angelo Raimo was happy
with the police service he
received when he was arrest-
ed on drug and prostitution
charges, Feb. 16.

The Sweetbriar Motel has
been a problem in recent

WEATHER ALMANAC
BY WAYNE ROOP

JANUARY SUMMARY:

High: 66°, 7°
Avg.: 44.7°
Low: 15° 4"
Avg.: 29.5°
Month: 37.1°
Departure: 2.1°
Precip: 1.64"

Departure: -2.05"
Greatest: 0.56", 17"
Snow: 1.7"
Departure: -2.6"
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Oscar Party
This Sunday

February 24th
Film Festival Oscar Party
7:00 PM
at Beach Theatre!
711 Beach Ave., Cape May, NJ

For more information,
call
690.884.6700
or visit
www.njstatefilmfestival.com
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years with neighbors com-
plaining of drug activity and
suspicious individuals lurk-
ing around the site. Police
responded to the Sweetbriar
Motel 154 times in 2005, 129
times in 2006, and 91 times in
2007 for problems ranging
from fights, rescue calls, war-
rant arrests, narcotics search

warrants and  property
checks.
Police arrested Raimo,

known as Ange or Angelo
Raimo, Feb. 16, after alleged-
ly finding him in possession
of heroin.

“A few years ago, Angelo
Raimo came into my office
complaining about the lack of
police service he was receiv-
ing at the Sweetbriar Motel. I
trust Mr. Raimo was satisfied
with the service he received
from the Lower Township

Police Department on
Saturday night,” Donohue
said.

Raimo, 57, the owner of the
Sweetbriar and other rental

properties in Villas, was
arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Fulling Mill Road.
The arrest came after a
lengthy investigation by the
Lower Township Police.

Acting on police intelli-
gence information that Raimo
including a vehicle descrip-
tion, officers stopped Raimo
on his way back to his resi-
dence in Lower Township.
Police believed Raimo had
just purchased illegal nar-
cotics in Wildwood.

Police identified a female
passenger in Raimo’s vehicle
as Jamie Bannon, 30, of 4
Mowery Ave., Villas, and
determined Bannon was
wanted on a Cape May
County Body Warrant for fail-
ure to appear on a previous
drug charge. Police said
Bannon was arrested at the
scene and found to have a
glass crack pipe and a hypo-
dermic syringe in her posses-
sion. Bannon was charged on
the outstanding warrant and

for possession of drug para-
phernalia. She was lodged in
the Cape May County
Correctional Center.

Raimo signed a consent to
search form for his person
and vehicle, and according to
police, Raimo was found to be
in possession of five bags of
heroin. Raimo was arrested
for possession of heroin and
attempt to distribute heroin.
It was later determined
Raimo had transported
Bannon to a location in
Wildwood and gave her $70 to
purchase the heroin.

Police said Raimo would
sometimes have several
women at his residence to
engage in sexual activities for
money.

Raimo was initially lodged
in the Cape May County
Correctional Center on
$15,000 cash bail.

Police then received confi-
dential information saying
Raimo had other girls at his
house at various times and

would provide them with
heroin and/or crack in return
for sexual favors. Donohue
then requested assistance
from the Cape May County
Prosecutor’s Office.
According to police, one
woman told investigators she
was living in an apartment
belonging to Raimo at 33
Weber Ave, Villas. The
woman said she had been liv-
ing rent free in return for sex
with Raimo at least five times
a week. She would also intro-
duce Raimo to other women,
which would count for one of
her times per week, police
said. The woman said Raimo
would also occasionally sup-
ply her with heroin.
Investigators were told
Raimo and information on his
computer relating to a
scheme to promote prostitu-
tion through his rental units.
Lower Township detectives
executed a search warrant on
Raimo’s resident at 84
Millman Lane, Villas and took

possession of his computer.

Raimo has been charged
with possession of a schedule
one narcotic drug - specifi-
cally five bags of heroin and
possession of heroin with the
intent to distribute or dis-
perse, both third degree
crimes.

Raimo was also charged
with two counts of promoting
prostitution including one
count of encouraging, induc-
ing or otherwise purposely
causing another to become or
remain a prostitute, a third
degree crime; and a second
charge of promoting prostitu-
tion for transporting a person
into or within the state with
the purpose to promote that
person’s engaging in prostitu-
tion, a fourth degree crime.

Raimo’s bail was then set at
$100,000 cash bail on all
charges.

City

Continued from page Al

would eliminate cats on the
beach.”

“This is something we have
to do - it’s part of our respon-
sibility to the federal govern-
ment,” he said.

Robinson told city council
the actions proposed under
the plan were unnecessary, as
Cape May was “way ahead of
the pack” in terms of manag-
ing feral cats. She added that
there were many other preda-
tory threats to endangered
bird species, including dogs
and humans.

Craig said the Division of
Fish and Wildlife was man-
dating the city enact this
Beach Management Plan in
order to continue the beach

replenishment program.
Inderwies said the state was,
in essence, holding the city
hostage with the threat of
withholding beach replenish-
ment funds.

“I thought it would be diffi-
cult to believe that Cape May
could be held hostage with
the beach restoration proj-
ect,” Inderwies said.

Inderwies explained that
Cape May entered into an
agreement with the Army
Corps of Engineers to replen-
ish Cape May beaches every
other year until 2040. He said
the federal government con-
trols 65-percent of the fund-
ing, and the state controls the
other 35-percent.
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“The state is holding the
city hostage. If we don’t pass
the Beach Management Plan
we won’t get the funding,”
Inderwies said.

Deputy Mayor Niels Favre
said the city had until March
1S to pass the Beach
Management Plan. The plan
actually calls for the removal
of cats from the beach area by
March 15. Kurkowski said he
believes the state would like
them removed before the
birds begin to migrate to
Cape May beaches.

Resident Harry Belangy
indicated it seemed Cape
May had made feral cats an
issue, saying he didn’t see
cats being discussed in other
shore towns.

“If Cape May made cats an
issue, why?” he said. “And
why isn’t the current plan
available to the public?”

The latest edition of the
plan was not available prior
to the meeting. Belangy said
the city has Internet service

AART’s
, Cape May Taxi
Wwww.capemaytaxi.com
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Dinner Thursday thru Saturday from 5 pm
Chef Demo with Geoffrey Johnson Exec. Chef
and Special Guest Chef
Wednesday ¢ 6:30 pm ¢ $25 per person
Thursday - Jazzy Blues with Don Shaw
Friday - Jazz with Scotch & Soda
Saturday music by Franky La

1246 Rt. 109 South

(Just over the Bridge)

Cape May

609-898-0354

Jewelry « Gifts « Toys « Cards & More

312 Washington Street Mall
Open Daily 10-5:30 PM
Closed Tues. & Wed.
609-884-4808

Www.scopecapemay.com

Kaleidoscope

Clothing & Accessories

10-5
506 Washington Mall
Cape May, NJ
609-884-1702

I()bstu H()usc
Seafood Restaurant
Fisherman’s Wharf
Cape May, NJ
609-884-3064
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3&25tauran
Serving Dinner S5pm
Friday, Saturday, & Holiday Sundays

991 Ocean Drive
Cape May, NJ
609-884-5878

FIBER ARTS
The Yarn Shop

Classes. Learn To knit

Knitting Retreat
March 14,15 & 16

315 Ocean St.
Cape May, NJ
Next to Cape Orient
609-898-8080
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7" Jowelry & Collectibles

Now buying gold, silver & diamonds by appointment.

Selection of Unique Engagement Rings,

Tanzanite & Estste Jewelry

Open 7 Days a Week

(construction permiting)

Open All Year! 609-898-8786
511 Washinton Street Mall
(next to Fudge Kitchen)

Mad Batter

Friday Night but one entree,
2nd half price

Open weekends
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
19 Jackson St.

Cape May, NJ
609-884-5970

If you are open, list your business
for only $10 per week
1 x 1.5 space

Call Rosanne - The Star & Wave
Phone §09-884-3466 F2x 609-884-2893
E-mall smstarwaveadvertise @ comcast.net

and a Web site and it could
have posted the plan.

“It’s so long it’s difficult to
post,” Inderwies said.

“Not it’s not,” Belangy said,
adding that he was familiar
with web design and could
show the city how to post the
plan, if need be.

Resident Harry Pullock,
who is a registered cat colony
caretaker, asked why the city
was creating a 1,000 foot
buffer from beach areas were
there is no nest. Kurkowski
said it was due to the poten-
tial that cats allowed in one
beach area would wander into
the nesting areas. Pullock
said they have been caring
for cats for five years and
they “don’t go anywhere.”

“Why do we have to give up
cat colonies?” he said.

Favre said those present
needed to take their concerns
to the state. He said when this
issue was first discussed in
the fall he received 1,400 to
1,500 emails.

“I don’t know if
(Congressman Frank)
LoBiondo, (Gov. Jon)

Corzine, and (State Sen. Jeff)
Van Drew got those,” Favre
said, suggesting people con-
tact them and the other state

legislators.

“I don’t know if they know
how many people are telling
us this is a concern,” he said.

Favre asked that people
with some level of expertise,
such as an earlier speaker,
Brenda Malinics, form a com-
mittee and seek a meeting
with the Division of Fish and
Wildlife. Malinics, who has
worked with the Nature
Conservancy, said that organ-
ization has reported an
increase in migratory bird
nesting, and suggested there
is no serious threat from feral
cats. Favre said she and oth-
ers like her should be willing
to push the issue with the
state officials.

In the end, council took not

action on the Beach
Management Plan.
Kurkowski stood alone,

Tuesday night, in wanting to
adopt the Beach Management
Plan.

“The state wants to see the
plan adopted,” he said. “I felt
good about what I did, but we
should have taken a vote. I'm
really disappointed I didn’t
push for it. We should have
taken a vote; we should have
faced it. One way or another
we need to act.”

any inconvenience.

PLEASE NOTE:

The article on Page B1, titled “Victoria Wermuth has
emergency appendectomy: Return is uncertain” is actually
continued on Page Al1l not B2 as stated. We apologize for
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Cape Island

Home & Gardens

ﬁLAWN SERVICE

Please call or Email for
a FREE Estimate

720 Broadway
West Cape May, NJ 08204
609-884-4210 « judesgarden @comcast.net

Serving Cape May County

Fully Licensed and Insured

Joanne Horn Presents:

WECAN

FEEL
:BEAT

Tap Extravaganza
“A Fun Time For Everybody”

Paul W. Schmidtchen
Theater
at LCMR
Rt. 9 Erma, NJ

Featuring:
Karen Callaway Williams ¢ George Brannon ¢ DeAndre' Wolfe
Matt Donnelly ¢ Kelly Healy ¢ Anne Reagan ¢ Joanne Horn
Tina Weigand & The Kids in the Beat

Show Tickets

Sunday,
March 2\P
2:00 PM

Adults: $10
Senior Citizen: $7
Student w/ ID: $7

Saturday,
March 157
7:30°M

Child (12 & under): $7

For info call 609-884-2600
www.joannereagandance.com




