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Bruce MacLeod named as new city manager

Macl.eod wanis 1o
maintain open
communication
with members of
city council and
the public

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - After serving
as interim city manager lor
rl:-ughlkr four months, Cape
May City Council voted to
give the job Bruce MaecLeod.

MacLeod has worked for
the city of Cape May for 29
vears, being hired first as the
assistant tax collector in
1979, MacLeod has served as
the city's tax collector and
treasurer chiel financial offi-
cer, and this June was asked
to serve as inferm city man-
aper.  MacLeod =aid his
appainiment as ity manager
is retroactive to Oct, 1, when
he would begin collecting
salary ms the city manager.
MacLeod sald his salary as
chief financial officer would

cease elfective Oct. 1, but he
wiould continue in that fune-
tiom unill the city hires anoth-
cr CFO.

Mavor Edward Mahaney
addressed the guestion of
why there was no regional or
national search for a new city
manager. Mahaney said he
has been in Cape May 42
yvears, and he doesn't believe
looking outside of Cape May
has ever brought positive
results. He said  anyone
brought in from the outside
would have to learn the histo-
v of Cape May and its cur-
rent issues and problems. He
gald MacLeod has rizsen
through the ranks and is high-
Iy thought of in clty govern-
ment. Mahaney said it was @
“once inoa lifetime” apparti-
nity to hirc someone like
MacLeod az city manager, a
job Mahaney said MacLeod
did not campaign for,

Mahaney also commended
MacLeod for stepplng up to
the plate when previous city
manager Lou Corea was
removied;, & time when the
city was facing a “confrover-
sial” capital projoct, and
when caps on budget increas-
gz and municipal budgets

have been established by the
state. Mahaney said the city
needs & lnancial expert o
dizal with budget restrictions,
and to work on behall of the
city in contract negotiations
and the still unsettled East
Cape May development isswe,

“Wa had to elevate somesne
who has the ability to step
inta the position,” Mahaney
said.

According to Mahaney, in
the past four months,
Macleod has proven he can
di thee job.

Macleod gave a few
remarks from a prepared
statement in which he
thanked the mayor and coun-
il for having the confidence
in him to appoint him city
manager. He sald e would
maintain open  COMMUNiCH-
tion with membears of city
council and the public amd
“comtinue to find a balance
batween residential gquality of
life meeds and maintaining a
wiahlz business commumnity.”

Councilwoman Terrl Swaln
said she fizlt MacLeod was the
best candidate they could
find anywhere, and
Councilman Miels Favee said
the city was fortunate to have

Cape May 400 in 2009!

By CHRISTOFHER 50UTH
Ciape May Ster and Wara

CAPE MAY - Hob Elwell,
representing  the  40th
Annlversary Commiites, told
city council the committee
was trying to develop a year-
long celebration of Henry
Iiuﬁsnn'ﬁ arrival at Cape May
and they would like the city to
help out financially,

“If you could find your way
clear, we'd like a chunk of
change,” he said.

Mext year will be the 400th
ANMIVErSaTry of Henry
Hudson's  historic  vovage
exploring the waterways of
the eaSI&r shoreling,
According to his legbook, on

Aug, 2B, 1604 he spent the
night stuck on a sand bar off
what became kmown as Cape
May. Although he did not
come ashore, Hudson may
have been the first European
to lay eyes on Cape May.

Elwell sald the committes
has been mecting weakly for
the past couple of months,
and is putting together a list
of ideas for celebrating the
400th Anniversary. The com-
mifttee has already declded on
its first ¢vent — a fundraisin
ball to be held on Feb. 15,
2009 at Congress Hall.

Elwell sald the celebration
for the 3530th Anniversary
was  probably the biggest
event the city ever saw, and

Veterans have new
place to gather

By CHRISTOFHER 50UTH
Cape May Ster ard Wave

CAPE MAY COUNTY -
Local military veterans have
another place to meat other
veterans and talk abowt their
expariences.

Patricia Tarleton, n
Mational Guard retiree, said
the Cape May County Army
Mational Guard Association is
-J]r:-cn to any former membors
al the military who would like
to get togetheor.

“We're basically a bunch of
retirees who get together
afce o maonth for breakfast,”
she =nid.

Started mamly as a social
club, the Cape May County
Army Mational Gruaard
Association has a secondary
muksslon to support the 253ed
Transportation Company.

“1r 'FIT& 253red s Ec:‘:'r.'n'red
again, wo can help the family
SUppOrT group reformilate
themselves,” Tarleton said.

Tarleton said the group
formed about three years
agn. She sald the =ocial
group’s plan was they would

be a group of people used to
mesting on a regular bazis in
the event the Mational Guard
it ks deployed again,

“Dring the first Gulf War
there wasn't miusch in place'”
Tarleton said. A few of us
called all the family mem-
bers. Between the first and
second Gull War, members
changed, but again we helped
get peaple togethar,”

Tarleton said the group now
has 60 members on the rolls,
and between 13 to 26 show up
foF breaklast on any given
Saturday.

“Thera are still a lot of pea-
ple still working, some coach-
ing loothall, and we have no
strict organization. If you can
come, come,” Tarleton sald.

The mectings begin with
dizcussion  of  association
business, lasting 15 minutes
te & half-hour. Then they are
served breakfast and conver-
aation takes over,

Tarleton said the member-
ship fee is 85 per vear, and
that is basically to cover the

Plegse see Vets, Page A2

the committee was hoping the
Al would emulate it Thay
have alse tentatively sched-
uled a parade for July 25, and
have talked about a beach
party, when they hope people
would be allowed to bring gas
grills and cook on the beach.

Discussing the ceolebration
with the mayor, council and
city manaper, idess floated
included volleyball games, a
waterball contest, an intra-
mural lifeguard competition,
a family style picnic, a Dliss
Beach Patrol competition,
actors portraying historic fig-
ures in public places, a base-
ball game in throwbsck oni-
forms, and a band concert,

Elwell said another commit-
tee member, Laurie Thamas,
hag been in touch with o
4l anniversary commities
in Mew York abowut getting o
replica of one of ﬁlldm’m'ﬁ-
boats down to Cape May for a
waek ar so.

“We're asking you to put
money in the budget fo help
carry this thing through,”
Elwell said.

Elwezll said he was not sure
af the amount needed, but he
would  be  talking  to

FPlegse see 4001, Page A2

So, what

MacLeod presents
cost of running
old Convention
Hall

By CHRISTOFHER S0LUTH
Cape May Star and Ware

CAPE MAY - Following
regquesis o know what b is
going to cost to operate the
new Convention Hall, then
interim city manager Bruce
MagLaasd gave a presemlation
recently on cutlining what it
has besn costing the cily 1o
aperate the existing

Christopher South/Cape Moy Stor and Wive

Bruce MacLead $|:|t-.:|ll:ir'|g At 3 LowWn Mmeeting

MacLeod step up and take on
the now role. Depoty Mayor
Linda Steenrod sald she }rel'r
MacLeod has shown he is
abrle to handle the job.

MacLeod, 35, is a resident
af Cape May Court House,
where his parents moved
when he was five, He gradu-
ated from Middle Township
High School in 1971, and got a
BA in  Accounting  from
Pleifler College,
Misenheimer, N.C.

He is licensed by the State
of Mew Jersey as a certified
tax collector and a certifled
municipal finance officer.

MacLeod will continue to be
employed as the Cape May
tax collectar with that salary
and comtinue to receive the
pay increases offered to non-
union employees. MacLeod
said the contract approved by
city council Tuesday would
award him an  additional
528,000 as city manager, giv-
ing him 8 salary of around
5113,500.

His salary lor clty manager
would increase incrementally
far the life of the contract,

oing to 528500 in 2004,
E'}."}. 00 the following vear,
and top 30,003 in 2011.
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Jenniler h‘.ﬁpe May Star and Wioee
Trick or Treat comes early!

The Washington Street Mall Association held its annual Trick or
Treat Sunday, With the warm fall temperatures, the mall was
crawling with creatures, critters and these two beauties, Ava
Garry and |anelle Gehrke, both T and bath from Cape May,

does it really cost?

Comvention Fall.

According to MacLeod, in
2007 the city spent $17,337 an
clectricity  for Convention
Hall, and 0600 lor gas,
Another 53,600 was spent on
repalrs to the HVAC system,
and $7.372 went to janitorial
supplies. Another $13.854
was spont to operate the
Solarium, which houses rest-
rooms, A restaurant and retail
store. The total amount of
direct eperating costs in 2007

for both  struchures  was
557,761,
Civie  Alfairs  personnel,

who work out of Convention
Hall were paid 163,465, plus
anothor 518,575 in wages for

part-time, Bourly workers in
the Recreation Department.
The total salary and wages,
MacLeod said, was 303,000,
but recreation programs pay
about 4-percent of the cost.

On the revenue side, the
city took in 57 (HH in fees for
events held at Conventlon
Hall. The Solarium brought
i 536 500 in rent from the
retail stores and 546,250 from
the restaurant.

MacLeod said the city esti-
mates they would recelve
about 73,00 in rents from
the refall stores in the new
Convention Hall, Added to

Please =ee Hall, Page A2

Lower Township candidates give their spin on issues

Douglass wants
township to be
affordable

By CHRISTOFHER SOUTH
Coape May Stor and Waee

LOWERE TOWNSHIP
Glenn Douglass' family goes
back a long way in Lower
Township.

“I'm a lifelomg resident, my
family goes way back. | have
tour brothers who all live in
the commumnity,” he said.

Diopglass, married and the
father of three sons, has
worked for the New Jersey
Department of Corrections
tor 18 years, He is cuwrmently
the supervisor of warehous-
ing and flest operations for
DEPTCOR, supervising the
transpart of all prodoucts from
inmate industry. Previously
he worked for his father's
ConsiTuction company.

Douglass said be has always

been very involved in the
township, starting with the
recrealion department,
coaching baseball, basketball
and soccer, He was a member
of the Recreation Advisory
Board, the Planning Board,
the COptimist Club, and is a
licemsed real estale agent

Douglasa, has been the
Third Ward councilman for
twa vears of & four year term,
said he i mnning for mayor
becauze he wants to help
make Lower Township a
comfortable, affordable place
Lo live,

“My main concern is in try-
ing Lo deal with people. When
they call I respond. I'm there
n help people wherever |
cam, or direct them to the
right people,”™ Donglass spid

Douglass sanid this philoso-
phy has worked in the com-
munity, and helped him work
with people on council

“1 want to work as a team,"”
he said,

Flecee see Donglass, Poge A0

Beck promises
Open government

By CHRISTOFHER SOUTH
Cope May Star and Wenre

LIMVER TOWNSHIP - Mike
Beck was teaching at 5t
Eaymond’s School in Villas,
when he was concerned about
an abandoned gas station al
the corner of Bayshore and
Fulling Mill Boads, He start-
ad a petition to get rid of the
gas station, which had a tres
growing out of it. As it turned
gul, the petition drive led 1o
the clean wup of the aite pollut-
el by years as a service sia-
tiom.

“Iwas a viclory for a neigh-
borheed who never had any-
ane stand up for them,” Heck
aaid.

Beck, who retired from the
Philadelphia Police
Department as a lieutenant,
aaid it became one of his main
goals o erase (hal attitode

He ran for council, was elect-
ed and served eight years as a
ward conncilman

“People knew me as apme-
one who foughl for people and
was not afraid to take on
issmes or say owhat was right
in public,"” Beck said.

A% p cooncilman, Beck sancd
he saw the transformation of
paris of the lownship, swch as
Mulligan Field, which he said
wias renovaled and became a
gem in the township.

Beck =nid he refused o yole
for the late night pay raise for
couneil several vears aga, and
he led the fight against the
Sweelbnar Motel, which was
housing individuals =ent by
social services and the source
af numerous complaints and
calls for police srvice,

Beck al=o stood alone on the
couneil voling against poing
from seeding the field at
Benmell™s Crossing 4]
installing sod. As it turned
oul, he said, the project 12 =till

Please see Beck, Page AID

Roach brings
council, police
experience

By CHRISTOFHER S0OUTH
Cope Moy Ster amd Wenre

LOWER TOWNSHIP
Harvey Roach, the
Demoeratic candidate for
Lower Township mayor
served as the lovmship's
Third Ward councilman from
1905 1o 1998, Hoach said he
decided to rum for mayor
after noticing a declinge in
local services.

“Ive always haad an interest
in politics, especially lacal
politics,” Roach =pid, “1'wve
tried to stay informed on cur-
renl events, and e notice o
decline in services and a
decline  in confidence  in
township government.'”

Koach, a retired police Lien-
tenant, said he then
approgched Peter Smith and

asked hm o consider on-
ning with him as a
Democratic  tickei, Hoach
zaid the decline in services is
evident inm whal he described
as a decline in how things are
handled in the tovwnship., An
example, he said, was the
moving  af the Lower
Township Police Department
from its lecation on Bayshors
Foad to the airport comples.
He znid when he was in office
the township received bids to
renovale the building for
F100,000, but they did the
work im-honse for 528000,

During his time on council,
he said, the Lower Township
Municipal Utilitiea Authority
(LTMUAF was “laying pipe
and on the cutting edge for
waler reuse and conserva-
tion." He said the LTMUA i=
no lenger laving pips, and
there was talk of abolishing
the ity amthority

“It was going good, doing
good things, and then the

Please see Roach, Poge AILD



