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City council exercises option and fires Corea

By CHEISTOFHER

S0UTH
Cape Moy Stor and Wave
CAPE  MAY The

announcement by the city
clerk of & resolution being
added to the agenda “remov-
ing the «¢ily manager”™ was
met with applanse from mem-
bers of the andience, Tuesday
evening.

City coundil exercised their
right as governing body to

remove cily manager Luciamng
V. Covea Jr. from his position
effective immediately, Coraa,
who was not present at the
council meeting, was hired as
the city administrator in
20HM), and became the city
manager in 2004 sith the
change in government,

Corea recently came under
fire for his handling of twoe
patic  permits  on  the
Washinglon Street Mall over
the Memaorial Day Weekend,

when police old owmers on
Sahurday, May 24, they would
ool be permitied o reopen
their patica until they had
oblained a license, The buasi-
neszes, Dairy Queen and
Cocina Bosa were forced o
close their patio dining areas
until City Hall reopensd on
Tueaday, May 27.

Cily counsil passad an ordi-
nance on bMay 20 setting &
new fee scale for patio per-
mita. On Tuesday, city solici-

Lower Cape May Regional High School graduated
approximately 250 students last Thursday afternoon
at the high school, Above, Matasha |Johnson waves to

Good luck,
Class of 2008!

friends after receiving her diploma. At right, the
traditional and delightful throwing of the caps
Please see more photos, Pages A 12 and 13.

Photos by David Mahan

tor Anthony Monzo said the
new scale did not go into
effect for 20 days, On May 20,
Monzo said the old permits
were effective from July 1 1o
June I, =0 the old permits
may have still been valid

“It was wrong to enforce the
ordinance  wilthin  the 320
days,” Monzo said.

In any evenl, cily counecil
members were not pleased
wilh the enforcementl over
the holiday weekend, which

was ciled in the resolution
removing Corea as city man-
ApEr

Resalution 147-06-2008 said
the council’™s decizion was
“based, without limitation'
upon Corea’s failure 1o follow
polices and divectives regard-
ing allowing the businessaes o
operate over the Memorial
Dray weeekend, for not adyis-
ing each council member of

Pleass see Corea, Page A2
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City declares a “parking holiday’ for June 21 celebrations

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Don't worry
about passing go or collecting
F200, bat you’ll get your froc
parking on Saturday, June 21,
when the city suspends the
parking meters for one day to
calebrate the rededication of
the Washington Street Mall
and Harborfest,

Cape May Clty Council
passed a resolution to declars
a parking holiday, Saturday,
allowing anyone to park
throughout the city withoat
fecding the meters. City
couneil took this action as a
way of celebrating the grand

opening of the newly renovat-
ed mall and the st annoeal
Harborfest.

The resolution doees not
affect private pay-parking
lats,

Oddly  enough, parking
meters were mn the news
arcund the time the mall was
first dedicaved. The June 24,
1971 edition of the Cape May
Star and Wave carvied a short
article headlined, "Parking
Meter Fees, Times Vary"
According to the 1971 article,
the time meters were to bagin
daily around the mall was
belng changed from 8 am, to
1# mam. in order to “allow
motoriats to make short early
morning visits to the mall

without having to

In 1971, mﬁ&ra%gre ta be
in effect until 6 p.m. and cost
the motorist 10-cents per
hour. Parking meters along
the beach from were in oper-
ation from 10 a.m. till 19 p.m.,
and the charge was 25-cents
per hour. This included
meters on the side streets in
the wicinity of Convention
Hall. The parking rate was
also 25-cents per hour on
Patterson and Second
Avenue, but the meters went
of at & pom.

This year the city raised the
cost of parking at metered
spaces from 75-cents per
hoasr to 1 per loure.

City manager Lou Corea

said the city would utilize an
alectronic message board to
inform motorists on Lafnyette
Streat they would not have to
feed the meters, but other
tham that, no sction was being
taken.

“We can't bag 1,0(H meaters
throughout the city,” he said.
“Mo one will be handing ot
tickets, but I have no clue
hiow to tell people.”

Depending on how you look
at it, not keing cited for an
expired parking meter seems
like a bigeer bomus in 20HE,
Today, a parking ticket costs
%32 The cost of a parking
tickot in 1971 was just 54.

Bob Steenrod, president of
the Chamber of Commerce of

A look at the Washington Street Mall

By DEVON HALEY
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Looking back
at the transformation of the
City of Cape May It may not
take much thought to figure
what was the driving lorce
behind the growth in prosper-
ity. Cape May's development
of a small fishing village with
dirt roads to a Natlonal
Historic Landmark City with
resorts and hotels is partially
due to three blecks of down-
town Cape May,

“The town's success is dus
to the mall,"” sald Viece
Casale, owner of Casale's
Shoes, Casale said when he
started his business in 1957,
Cape May was like a ghost
town and it was very hard to
make a living selling mer-
chandize, However, in 1969
Cape May's economy was
renoviled. The city propossd
an idea that was ahead of its

time and a bit risky — an out-
side pedestrian mall.

Cazale belicves the frst
restoration of the mall was
due to the wvisionary city
fathers. e said they had the
tenacity to perscvere in spite
overwhelming odds. In fhe
cnd,  this  perseverance
brought  prosperity  and
promimnence to our city,

“The idea of an outside
walking mall was unigue,"”
sald osErmary  StumpHs,
owner of Stumpo’s Italian
Grill, “Tt was a very creative
plan at the time."”

When Stumpo bought The
Delsea in 1969 there were
few bed and breakfasts, only
rocming houses for fisher-
mef.

“The construction of the
mall was & substantial part of
making Cape May a visitor
vacation spot,” sald Stumpo.

After remaoving many of the
buildinga in the downtown

area of Cape May, the mall
was completed in 1972, With
the completion, came the peo-
e,

It started as a trickle™
aald Casale. “Then a land-
slide and finally am ava-
lanche, The town came
alive!™

Casale remembers how sud-
denly there were multiple bus
tours each day and peoaple
from all over the country
were traveling 1o see the new
Washington Street  Mall
Casale sald Vietoriana kicked
in with civic pride. People
started to fix up thelr baild-
ings and homes. Theon real
astate market went “bonkers”
and the business district
thrived. Stompe sald the mall
sparked a renaissance of
restoration.,

It was a great time of
growth for the town. Owver the
next 26 vears, Lhe mall
brought an influx of business

and tourism to the city.,

However, by 2007 the mall
needed ancther lift. This time
there was opposition. Those
that were for the change saw
the promize of many more
yoars of business for the city.
The mall was literally sinking
into the ground, and a renova-
ton would wpdate the down-
town district of Cape May. A
referendum  was  finally
passed to fund the £3.5 mil-
lion renovation and alter a
long winter of construction,
the mewly renovated mall was
just completed in May. This
summer will be the frst soa-
gon after the restoration and
it 12 too aoon to tell iF the mall
will bring the people as it did
36 years ago., Nevertheless,
business owners are confi-
dent.

"Mow the town will go for-
ward for another 30 years,"
sand Casale,

Greater Cape May said hope-
fully the city wauld announce
the arking holiday on
1700AM, and the chamber
was putting the news on ads
runmng on three radio sta-
tions. He said the announce-
mednt of a parking holiday was
being made in commercials
runming on Channel 40, and in
pross articles.

e i,

sora to make up that amount.

minde,

Iaxes,

lion.

LT cuts $33,000,
passes budget

By CHRISTOPFHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Wawe

LOWER TOWNSHIP - After several attemmpts to pass the
2008 municipal budget, and with ¢counncil members promis-
ing to take a closer look at the 323 million budget, council
passed the budget 5-0 after culting £33, 000 in expenses,

Deputy Mayor Robert Molan =said he met with toemship
manager Joe Jackson and the muonicipal aoditor Leon
Cioatello, and as a result of their discuzsions were able to cut
543,000 but Molan indicated it wasnt easy,

“We're going to have to look at a new way of doing things,™

Molan =aid $3,00 was cat from community events activi-
ties, and he spid the township wonld look for business spon-

Molan said they also eliminated a bensfil package for coun-
cil members, and were offering a healtheare buyout to towmn-
ship employvess, offering a cash stipend in lien of healtheare,
The solicitor's budget was cat by $14,0040.

Molan said they were irving 1o satisfy Councilman Wayme
Mazurek's demand that the budget be cut by 5-percent.

“That, my frends, is to the bone,” Molan said after listing
the cutz being made. “We made cuts which will create some
hardships, This is a lean piece of meat,™

Mazurek said he was satisfied the budget had been “really
dissected™ for the firs] ime since becoming a councilman,
Mazurek asked Costells if any more reductions could be

“It'a aa low as you can go,” Costello said.

The 2008 mumicipal budpet 15 now at 523, 197, 601,70,
which iz an increazse of 5503 441 58 over 2007. The local tax
rate mse 24 cents per 2100 of pssessed value, from 324 1o
A34E. The township will raize $16 336,235.52 from property

Lower Township's total assessed value is about $4.69 bil-

"W will also be announcing

during a radie remote at
Harborfest," he said.
They would also  be

announcing a free trolley
service, spansored by the
Mid-Atlantic Center for the
Arts, running between the
Washington Street Mall and
Harborfest on Saturday,




