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Council says ‘No’ to shoring up Convention Hall

By CHRISTOPHER
S0OUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - City council
did not take long to reject the
notionn of  paying  over

300,000 o shore  uap
Convention Hall so it could be
used for amother five or six
oz,

City manager Lou Coroca
sard he requested gquotes
from three companies for

shorng up Convention Hall,
which was closed to the puhb-
lic last April 4 after an engi-
necring  study declared it
strvctirally unsound,

Corea said he received just
Wi quotes: Patani
Construction Systems,
Pennsauken, Pa., submitted a
quote of $311,0040; and CQuinn
Constroction Ine., Foleeolt,
Pa., guoted $345,000.

Corea sald in either case the
approximate time needed to

complete the wark would be
four wicks,

“It would ke a palicy deci-
sion by city council to shore it
ug for a five to sl month sea-
son,” Corea said.

“T'Il give vou my answer

uickly,™ Mayor  Jorry

nderwies aald. “No. Why
throw gecd money after bad:"

Deputy Mavor Miels Favre
asked if the city would not
atill have to get CAFRA per-
mits to do the work., Corea

sabd the city could get emer-
gency permits, and city solic-
itar Anthony Monzo sald the
city would still have to go
through the regular permit-
ting process, even after get-
fing emergency authoriza-
tion, and still pay the fess.
Maither Councilman David

Eurkowski, Councilman
David Cralg, i
Councilwoman Linda

Steenred supported the ldea
of sponding more money to

shore up the bullding, which
would eventually be demol-
pshed, presumably at the end
of the season.

Cralg sald he was con-
cerned with the safety of the
structure, which would be
allowed to stand through the
sumimar. Corea  sald  the
building iz mot in immanent
danger ol collapsing, but the
cOgincers were concerncd
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Rasidents from around the area, veterans and smidents at Cape May
Ciry Elementary School celabrated Loyaley Day, May |, in West Cape
May s Wibraham Park, Pictured above, a veteran from the Cape May
Peterson-Litde YFW Post 386, salutes the flag as the waditonal ren-
dition of Taps plays. Above right, fifth and sixth grade students wave
flags in hanor of the day. At right, Dot |arman sells 3 poppy 1o Yest
Cape May Mayor Pam Kaithern, The day was dedicated o Vince
Pellegring, recently daceased, who for years, plannad the ceremony,

Patio fees changed, final decision delayed once again

By CHRISTOPHER
S0OUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - City council
has agreed to lower the cost
of a patio permit for restau-
ranls withoul a liguor license,
but the change means more
delays in the process of
adopting a fee scale.

Dhrer twao months aga, cily
counecil intredoced an ordi-
nance establishing new rules
for patics on the Washington
street Mall, Cily  council
decided to address patie per-
mit fees In a separate ordi-
nanee, and has delayed the
passage of the fee scale sev-
eral times,

On Tuesday, Councilman
David Kurkowski said he had
not heard any objections to
the &5 per square foot fee for

buszinesse2 holding a liguor
license, Most of the objec-
tiens were voiced over the §4
per square fool fee for restao-
rants not serving liguor.
Burkowski suggested the cily
lower the rate to £3 for these
restanrants, and Keep the 55
rate for businesses selling
liguor, and $2 for a business
providing table space but mo
SETVICE,

Councilman David Craig
sidd he was also nol comfor-
able with the £5/%4/582 scale.
He asked for a few moments
o think abkout Kurkowski's
suggestion.

Mayor Jerry Inderwies
asked city solicivor Anthany
Monzo if a change in the fees
worald result in the ordinance
having to be reinfroduoced.
Monzo said, yes, since the
fees were the heart of the

ordinance. Inderwies then
asked what would happen if
the second phase of the fee
incrense was laken oul, The
original ordinance called for
half the increase o laks
effect in 2008 and 2009, and
the B35/ 34052 scale 1o begin in
2010. Monzo =aid that portion
conld be removed, and in two
years city council could
amend the fee scale if they
wish.

City manager Lou Corea
was asked to provide an indi-
cation of what sort of an
increase the proposed scale
would result in. He said for
six months, the A Ca Mis
restavrant would go from
Fﬂying 21,600 to $:3,800; the
ucina Rose would go from
900 for six moenths to 52, 100;
and the Dairy CQueen [(rom
F1,00H) %o 32,100, Stumpo's

Deal made on beach tag charges

By CHRISTOPIER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAFPE MAY - Gus
Andy, owner of the La Mer
Motor Imn in Cape May,
pleadesed guilly to ane count of
purchasing more Cape May
beach tags than allowved by
city ardinance.

Munigipal prosecotor Frank
Corrado moved that a viola-
tion of an ordinamcs prohibil-
ing the transfer of beach tags
anel & single count of thett be
dismissed under the terms of
the agresment,

Andy agreed to plead goilty
o purchasing 15 beach tags
on Aung. A0, 2007, and was

fined 300 for each beach Lag
over five. Corrado alss moved
that half of the 53,000 in fines
be suspended under the con-
dition Andy did ol vielale
the ordinances in the fture.

Andy was charged 31,500
plus 533 court costs,

Apdy's attorney, Maureen
Ruane, said according to Mew
Jeraey Department of
Environmental Protection
regulations, there (s no proki-
bition on the iransfer of
beach tags, which was one of
the charges dropped in the
plea agreement.

In the past, Cape May hotel,
motels and bed and break-
fasts would routinely provice
beach tags to guests &= an
amenity of their lodging facil-
ity. Howewer, the city banned
the transfer of beach iags,
which reduced the number of
Lags that wWould be sold in the
city.

Larry Muentz, owner of
Alexander's Inn, said the
Public Trust Docirine, which
went into effect Dec. 7, 2007,
sayvs beach “badges or passes
shall be transferable at the

diseretion of the badge or
pass holder...”

Musentz rabzed that polnt at
Tuesday’s city council moet-
ing, adding that the Public
Trust Dwectrine also  says
access to the water 18 not con-
dition on purchasing a beach
tag. Muentz referred to the
Andy trial saying Andy could
have fought the charge of
transferring beach tags, bl
decided not to spend 340,000
or more in legal fees,

“When will we change the
beach tag law to conform

with state law?® DMuentz
asked )
City  solicitor  Anthony

Monzo zaid he has had dis-
cussions with the DEP and he
does notl expect Cape May
would amend the beach tag
law any time this vear, He
said the Attorney General's

Please see Deal, Page A2

would pay 52400 for six
muonths, up from &1,0KKE amd
the Ugly Mug would go from
5000 o &7.50M for six
maonths.

“Mone of the increases
would be in excess of 140-
percent,” Cores said

(e

City council took a few
moments 0 consider the
information, and Deputy
Mayor Niels Fawvre said he
would second a motion by

Burkowski 1o change ithe
zcale to 85/33/82 but concern

arase over the ability of the

city to issue patio permits
before Memorial Doy if the
ordinance was  delayed.
Council  agreed  permils
should be issued, but the fees

would be stayed wuntil the
ordinance went into effect.
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Lorena Friday

100 years young, today!

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY -
Lorena Friday iz a relative
neweomer to West Cape
May, bul she may alrendy
hold the distinction of
being the borough's longest
living resident.

Friday, who turms 100
today, moved in wither her
daughter Christine Hunter
and son-in-law  Sandy
Hunter, about & year and &
half ago after moving from
Washington state.  Her
story is nol typical of other
centenarians, wha tell tales
of being born at home, pay-
ing the doctor with a chick-

en, and who were happy

but struggled to get
through the Great
Drepression.

Friday was baorn Lorena
Amanda Elumpp, on May
a4, 1904, in Seline, Mich.
she was the only child of
Adam and Christina {nee
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