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Girls hockey loses first
game of state
tournament, B, 2

Football team can't find
its footing, BI, 2
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Star of the Sea students
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Mature Center holding
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Country takes ‘giant step’ forward

By ERIC AVEDISSIAN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY COURT
HOUSE - Yoters in Cape May
County turned out in record
numbers an Tuesday, castin
ballots for president, Usnite
States senator, Congress and
county and lacal offices.

Turnout this year was con-
siderably high in Cape May
County, with 46,052 or 70 per-
cent of registered voters par-
ticipating.

The atmosphere af
Atkinson’s HRestaurant and
Tavern was celebratory as
Cape May County Democrats
watched the election resulis
pour in from across the coun-
try Tuesday night, chearing
when Illineis Sen. Barack
{Maama won state after state
towards his presidential vie-
Tory.

County Democratic
Chairman  Jim Pickering
landed ©Obama's perform-
ance,

“We're making history in
Armerica tondght, It wasn't too
many years agoe that a great
mvan sald he had & dream that
spome day a man would be
judged by the content of his
character and not the color of
his skin. Tonight T think we're

Py ta
_g,rem[r ‘ill‘:[‘r ﬁrw1r4:| in that
e ard,” Pickeri said.

e're going to wake up in
three months and Barack
Ohama 15 going to be presi-
dent and all will be well with
the warld."”

Even though Obama won
the presidency, in Cape May
County, Republican Sen. John
MeCamn beat Obama 24, 501 o
20,510,

Pickering sald registered
Demaocrats in the past have
copstantly been outhumbered
3-1 by registered
Republicans. For the [first
time, the numbers shirunk to a
2-1 s ority, Favaring
Republicans, Pickering said,
indicating an increase in reg-
istered Democrats.

“We've made great strides
and we'te poing to keep mov-
ing,” Plekering said,

Democratic  Sen. Frank
Lautenbarg was re-elected in
New  Jersey, but his
Republican challenger Dick
Zimmer won in Cape May
County with 21,324 votes to
Lautenberg's 18,014,

Demaocrat David Kurkowski
lest  against  incumbent
Republican  Congressman
Frank LoBiondo. Inm Cape
May County, LoBlondo

Voters approve
Convention Hall

By CHRISTOFHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Waie

CAPE MAY - Two-thirds of
Cape May wvoters turmed out
T volte Ther oplnion om a
new Convention Hall project,
Mow. 4, and two-thirds of
those who came out said
“Feasg" to the guestion aathor-
izing the funding.

'i.-ﬁe 4 i lf‘.a::uLE May, whersa
there was mo municipal ¢lec-
tion, were faced with the
choice of approving a §L0.5
million bond ordinance for
the Comvention Hall project,
ar  rejecting it Voters
approved the bond ordinance
B18-421, with the measire
passing in every district,

“The vote was roughly 2-1
in ove district,” Mayor
Edward Mahaney said.

Speaking on behalf of the
clty councll, Mahaney sad
the entire council was grate-
ful for the total show of confi-
dence the woters showed
Tuesday. He promised the
new Convention Hall would
be constructed in an effective
and efficient manner to meot

the needs of the residents and
visitors of Cape May,

Mahaney s=aid the city
woulld waste no time, confact-
ing the architect as early as
Wednesday to begin  the
development of the construc-
thon plans,

“We will also begin pursu-
ing permits and other related
approvals,"” Mahaney said.

Mahaney sad the clty
would alse start the process
of seeking grants and low
interest loans for the project.
He zaid the city had been
prepaving for the grant appli-
cation process, but needed to
have an approved project in
place,

The Convention Hall proj-
act was starfed in the previ-
aus term under Mayor Jerry
Inderwies. A bond ordinance
for the $10.5 million needed
for the project was passed by
city council, but was rescind-
aed in the wake of a referen-
dum petition drive started to
put the funding up for a vote,
The new council, which was

Flease =ee Hall, Poge A10

Liquor license sale approved

By CHREISTOPHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Wawre

WEST CAPE MAY - Voters
in the borough approved
three ballot guestions allow-
ing the sale of two lhiguor
licenses in the borough and
the establishment of a fund
for tax relief from the pro-
ceeds of the sale

Municipal Question 1 asked
volers [o approve The sale of &
Class € {consumption]
license, which the board of
commissioners said would be
offered to 2 pew or existing
restaurant. The measure
passed 293-17% with 62.24
percent in faver of the meas-

ure.
Municipal Question 2 asked
voters if they would approve

the sale of a Class [b (disiri-
bation) license, which would
allow the establishment of a
retail store for alcocholic bew-
erages in the boroogh. This
question passed 28&8-185 or
6072 percent of the volers
voling yes.

The third guestion psked
votera if they wanted the pro-
cesds from the sale of the two
licenses, perhaps %1.3 mil-
lien, to go inle a dedicated
fund to sawve the taxpayers
momey an the municipal tax
rate for eight to 10 vears. This
fuestion was approved 358-
114, ar 7585 percent of the
yolers indicating they
approved of the proposed tax
relief fund

“This is really good news,"
Mavor Pam Kaithernm smid,

“The people of West Cape
May have shown they under-
stand the opportunity we hacd
to maintain autcnomy of the
town., of owr town," she said,

Kaithern called the sale of
the licenses a “solid source of
revenue" for the towm to help
snslain il over a decade, and
to work on changing the state
funding resoorees s govern-
ment doeant depend exclu-
sively on tax dollars,

“It"s huge,” Kaithern said of
the vole, “This buys us lime
to do that.™

The board of commission-
aera held three public meet-
ings an the Lhguor licensse
i=ane, with fewer than 50 peo-
ple in attendance al «ach

HPlease see Liguor, Page AZ

Ocean House now Beach Shack
Plans to demolish Coachman’s scrapped

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cixpe May Star and Wara

CAPE MAY - The owners of
Coachman’s Motor Inn have
apparently scrapped plans to
demolish  the beachfront
hotel, and instead, plan io
renovate the property and
respen in next spring.

The owners, Cape Resorts
Group, originally sought to
demaolish the Coachman's and
comstriuct a new three-story,
S-unit condotel and a 1940-
seal restanrant m replnce the
F.ust;r MNail. project,
which was m:l:ueduled o bagin
this fall, was expected to take
12 1o 18 months to caomplete.
But that project has becn put
a1 hold,

According  to Suzanne
Mevers at the Welll Public

Relationz firm, tightoning
capital markets played a mle
in the decision to renovate
the existing structire and
rate it 885 The Beach
Shack, a “comlortable vaca-
tion hotel,” and promaote it as
an alternafive to owning a
sacond home at the shore,
Meyers said The Beach Shack
would “embody the loxuary
and distinctive style of all
Cape Resorts Group proper-
ties,” but with a slightly more
casual cnvironment, Other
Cape  Resorts  Properties
include the Inn at 22 Jeckson,
The Star, Congress Hall and
The Virginia Hotel.
The renovation
would include:
= Repainting all 65 rooms
and swites and upgrading
with luxury bedding, new

project

carpet, rugs and blinds, flat-
sereen TV's, and thematic
accent pieces including rotro
lampz.

+ Upgrading all
E[ACES.

+ Restoring the Rusty NMail,
including French deors apen-
ing to outdoor seating.

= Upgrading landscaping
and outdoor lighting.

Sandy Maontano, the senior
F}mjcct manager for  the

cean House project, saild
there is no site plan required
as this 13 a simple renovation,
not B reconstroction.

She said the group would be
applying to extend its permits
under the Permit Extension
Act of 2008, and would recon-
sider developing the project
at a later date.

public

ved 27 647 to 13 167,
hurl-quku A If‘ap& May city
councilman, thanked suppart-
ars alter calling and congrat-
ulating LoBiondo,
“It's really been my honor
to be the candidate for

Congress this year and rin
this race. We did come up

short. What a year to be run-
ning a5 a Democratic candi-
datz. I'm so prond to have
been an  the ticket with
Barack Obama. Let's get used
to saving President Barack
Obama,” Kurkowski said to
applaise.

Furkowski called the presi-

dcntml contest the "leading
race’ in the election and one
with the greatest importance
for the country.

“I love this district and the
people who nead our help, We
hawe to think of the people

Please see Election, Page A2

Jennifer Kopp/Cape Moy Sior and Wave
Mext anby wag the turn-cat for the polls at 3 record high, many came with children allowing therm to be
part of the historic moment and hoping o teach the importance of voting

Beck, Lare win in Lower

Firsi Inrlrp;:ndcnt
elecred mayor in
l::wn.-:l'uip

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cape May Star and Wore

LOWEER TOWNSHIPF -
Independent candidate Mike
Back =zaid he wsed his sum-
mer off as a teacher to go
around the township mecting
people and campaigning for
mavor, and for his running
mate Kevin Lare.

Bock said he biked around
the Erima section of the town-
ship, and he believes tho
elfart pald off. Beck received
43 percent of the voto and
beat Republican Councilman
Glenn Dauglass and
Democrat  Harvey Roach,
who received 34 percent of
the wote and 22 percent,
respectively.

Lare also won the council-
at-large position with 3,709
votes (40 percent), outpacing
Republican incumbent
Robert Molan {3,364 votes)
and Democratic challenger
Pater Smith.

The five-member council
now has two Independents,
two Bepublicans (Douglass
and Thomas Conrad) and one
Demecrat (Wayne Mazurek).

“My opponents ran a nice
campaign,” Beck said after it
was clear he would win,
Tuwesday. “1 know they ran for
the betterment of Lower
Township.”

Beck sald he was very
pleased  with  the wvoter
turnout, and he believes hia
campaign had something to
dio with that.

“The poople came oot I
think we offered something
different, something where
people had trust in us where
wiz could have something for

them. I think they saw the dif-
ference in us and were there
for us, and [ can promise you
wie will not lot them down.”™

Beck said his call pow 18 for
cveryone to come togother
and try fo make sure they
operate the township as eco-
pomically as possible, main-
tain the guality of life, and
salve some of the problems
the township faces, such as
MTUTA izsues,

“And one of the projects we
have looked forward to is
open government — to get peo-
ple involved in government,”
he said.

Beck said at the end aof his
term he will be able to say it
was a success iU evervone (s
?n- cn  the opportanity to

secome nvalved,

“That is omne of our chicf
goals,”™ he sadd, “They are just
going to have to sit back and

Please see LT, Page A2
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Kale and Hilary Pritchard with “Macddy™

By JENNIFER KOFP
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - The Whale's Tale is turn-
ing 25 this month and shoppers can help
the store celebrate and support the com-
munity non-profits as well,

The celebration stacts Friday, Mov. 7,
month
“Fabulous Fridays!” This Frday, 20 per-
cont of sales will bencfit Cape May Film
Soclety’s Young Filmmakers Program.

“We're always thankful for the support
Chuck and Hilary Pritchard have given to
aur young filmmakers over the years,"”

Whale’s Tale turns 35!

Jeniniter Kopp/Cape May Star and Wiave
Pictured from beft to right are Stewe Haas, Karan Packer, Misty Bratton, Sue Hobbs, Brenda

outh

influence.”

long  with

Bratans English Staffordshare Terrier and shog mas-

said Ed Henry, President of the Cape May
Film Society. “From opening their home
to students years age to continued support
for gur effort to reach students and at-risk
throughout
ritchards have been a constant, driving

Whale's Tale owner Hilary Pritchard
said, "We've survived over the years, and
now it's time to give back. We balieve in
the non-profit groups that serve this com-
miinity,” savs Milary Pritchaed.
the arts to nature, animal welfare to the

Plense see Whale's Tale, Page A1Q
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