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Hurricane Bertha keeps Cape May
lifeguards busy over the weekend

By CHRISTOPITER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - The Cape
May Beach Patrol had a busy
weekend due to rough surel
conditions caused
Hurricane Bertha, which as
of Monday was 190 north
north-east of Bermuda.

According to Captain Buzz
Mogek of the CMEP, Cape
May would the effects of
storms far o the south of the
area, This point was illostrat-
ed over the weekend by the
number of rescues, assists,
first aid requests and even
11 calls,

O Sunday, one
Philagdelphia man  drewned
and a second was missing
after attempling 10 =wim o a
buoy about 100 vards off the
beach in Wildwood, In
Atlantic City, a Monmouth
man died while swimming,
but authorities said he did not
drown, bul apparently disd of
natural canses.

Mogek said over the wesk-
end in Cape May there were
foumr  “C-gpine™ imjuries,
including one individual who
was flown o the Allantic City
Medical Center. Mogck =aid
cervical-spine inguriss can
accur in several ways, but

Taylor

two common ways are froam
hitting the =surf break or
bedng hit i the back by a
EITONE WAYE.

Sormetimes an  individoal
will hit the surf break after
rding a wave to the beach,
passibly on a boogic board.
After hitting the surl break,
the sand slope where the
water meeis the beach, the
rider is often tossed headfirst
into shallew water, and can
result in a head or neck
injury,

Additionally, Mogck said,
swimmers leaving the surf
are can sxmelimes be struck
in the back by a large wave
cansing the haead 1o snap back
and resulting in a neck injury.

In each of the four cases the
victim was transpoarted to the
hospital for evaluation.

Mogck said on Saturday,
July 12, the lifeguards had
one rescue involving five vic-
tims with five guards partic-
pating. There were also two
assisls involving two guards,
Mogck =aid an assist, also
called a “sneak”™ locally, is an
incident one guard can han-
dle, In a rescoe sitoation, all
the swimmers are called ont
of the water, and any or all of
the guards may be called to
participate in the operation,

On Saturday the lifeguards

also had 12 calls for lrst air
and ome 911 call.

O Sunday there were two
rescue ovents involving two
victims and nine guards.
There were 11 assists for 12
victims involving 15 guards,
There were 16 first aid calls
and three 911 calls.

“It was an extremely busy
weekend,” beach patrol LI
Bob Cwik said. "(The life-
guards) really earned their
money.”

Fire Chief Jerry Inderwies
Jr, said il was also a busy
weekend for the fire depart-
ment, which operates the res-
cue squad/ambulance service
in Cape May,

“We had 19 total calls on
Sunclay, which is high for ns™
Inderwies =aid.

The Cape NMay ambulance
responded to all the 911 calls
from the beach patral,

Inderwies said his depart-
mienl expects o have a bosy
summer if the summer storm
season coplinues as it has
thus far, saying the storms
resull in rough sorf with the
potential for more lnjuries
And he said despite the popo-
lar belief, there are a lot of
people in town and many of
them are going in the water.

Mogck spid people nesd (o
be careful when leaving the

sard,

“Just respect the ocean
when riding waves or when
walking out of the surf," he
said,

Mogck said any beach-goer
can get information abouaf
beach safety from the lifo-
guards. He szald lifeguards
can recognize and point oot
Mp currents, which are con-
stantly changing.

Cape May lifeguards are on
duty from %30 am. to 530
pr.m, during the summer sea-
won, Guards are one duty
from the Cove (Fourth Street)
end of Heach Avenoe 1o
Poverty Beach (Wilmington
Avenue}., There are also
after-duty lifeguards, includ-
ing one lisatenant, on call @
lifeguard headguarters wuntil
it s dark, After dark, no
guards are at the beach, but
would respond o a pags far a
water rescue. Mogck said a
water rescoe al night s a
maore complicated process,

“After dark it's a whole
other way of rescue,” he =aid.

Mogck said for their own
gafety swimmers should be
aware of the waler conditions
around them and listen to the
lifegmards.

Sturdy sponsors C.A.R.A.BBEAN
I I1th annual fundraiser

Sauerdhy Sawings Bank Is a sponsor of the Coalidon Against Pape

and Abasze's

Ith  Annual

C.ABA bbean Fundraiser,

Wadnasday, August 6, & vo ? pomn. at Sunset Bay Resmuerant in
Morth Wildwood. All money raised will be dedicated o

CARA: Independence Program.

The program provides

domestic violence victims exitng the shelter with 18 months
of low cost housing. Pictured above are Kristen Raring Bidby,
CARA Executive Director, and Kewvin Deely, Swrdy's Vice
Presidant of Fesidental and Consumer Lending. For mare
information on the avent, call 51 7-548%9.
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preparing upgrades 3]
Sandman Boulevard from the
ferry terminal 1o Koule %, In
2005, the DRBA reguested
Lower Township Council 1o
voice it's support for a two-
way Sherift Taylor Boulevard

im the form of a resolotion.
Hummel said what was not
made clear in the 2005 reso-
Iution was whether the town-
ship supported both right and
left turns onto Sandman
Boulevard  from

Sheriff

Taylor, and that was e puor-
pose for his appearing befare
coumsl in Monday.

Humrnel =aid allowing traf-
fic @ leave the shopping cen-
ter in both directions would
anly resull in minimal delays,

Quarters

Continued from page Al

addres=sed and the list would
be provided to the contractor.

Callahan =aid there is an
isswe of waler nol draining
properly, but ponding on the
flogr  outside  the shower
stalls. The old facility had a
shower room, whereas the
renovated facility has four
showers in the men's locker
room, and when the men get
oul of the shower 1o dry off
water drips on the f[loor.
Additivnally, one shower stall
is made to be wheelchair
aceessible, and there is noth-
ing to keep the water from
running oul onlo the floor,
According to one guard, the
locker room/shower area also
has a mosguite problem in
the evenings,

A number of complaints
have w do with the locker
roems and showers, Out of 70
guards on the Cape May
Beach Patrol, 25 are females
iphoul  S6-percent of the
beach patroll, yet the
women's locker room has
only  tawo showers. The
women's locker room area is
approximately 7'x 7.2°. Mone
of the guard: have full sized
lockers.

The meeting moom 15 nol
large encugh to hold the 55-
&) guards who report for duty
each day, and the overflow
mst stand owlside the room.

The loskout stand located at
the read of the building has
no steps or ladder and cannaot
be pocessed,

The first aid reom is located
betwesn o hall and the cap-
tain's office. Those entering
or leaving the caplains office
mnst go through the first aid
area, A lable for thoss reguir-
ing first aid is located in a
hall near an oulside door and
between the locker rooms.
There is no privacy ares as
the headquarters previously
had before the repovalion,

The beach patrel building
hag an siic storage area, bot
the guards must use a folding
ladder o reach the access
hole - and they have to posi-
ton the ladder perfectly io
get it to stand properly. Once
in the attic, the guards have
to navigate arcund plumbing
work and mechanicals and be
careful ot to bang their head
an the sloping cedling, from
which roofing nails protrode.

The beach patrol 15 also
continuing to usc n motal
storage container for storage
space. The container was
copsfdered an eyesare by at
least one letter writer to the
Srar and Wave, last summer.
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Mogck said the opening of
the bailding, which now has a
temporary certificate of oocu-
pancy, was delaved causing a
hardship on the guards.

“& couple of weeks agn we
wire sitting on the beach," he
sand,
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Crn sale nov im Capse May at

Adlamtic Books, Swaing, Sunsel Beach, Pudge Kitchan,

Mogck said the beach patraol
15 “just abont seftled™ in the
new, smaller headquarters.

Callihan said the city was
aware of the size of the build-
ing Lthey were gelling.

If you love
Cﬂpe M{Jy
¢ Cape M

s made for you.
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Whales Tale, West Side Masket, Codors, Baladoeoog,
Bl Mot Hivase, Congress Hall amd many other top spaots

Can't get to town? Go to capemaymag.com
or call 1-888-898-2997 Visa/MC accepted

amel would correct an sngoing
problem of people going the
WIONE Way on oa one-way
atreet. Councilman Wayne
Mazurek azked if the T-inter-
section could be made a
thres-way siop, Hummel said

that was possible, and wonld
not even reguire Departrmeant
of Transportation approval,
Hummel said the DEBA
was funding the improve-
ments along Sandman
Boulevard, including the

changes w0 Sheriff Taylor,
and the only thing requirved
from Lavwer Township
Council was the resolution
supporting the changes,

SHOP AROUND "
Get the Best Dem‘ in Town
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" DISCOUNT FURNITURE

NORTH CAROQLINA DIRECT

FAMOUS NAME BRANDS

AT DISCOUNTED PRICES

Braxton Culler * Hollywoods ¢ Canadel
Stanley Chair * Sealy Bedding
Coming Soon, Lane Lifestyles Coastal & Cottage Look

“We are your other store at
the Jersey Shore with Beach Decor”

514 New Road (Rt. 9) * Comere Point, NJ 08224 « (609) 926-1155
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(Wich you were here!)




