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Historic Kiwanis Clubhouse is a Cape May landmark

The clubbhouse of the
Fiwanis Club at 1041 Beach
Avenue 15 a Iocal landmark
Pas=sershy often comment on

its=  wnigue  handsomenass,
The watchtower
which  crowns

Juat waterward of the Cape
May Lighthouse, with other
all along the barvier islands
along the Jersey Cape. Tho
locations were salected to

9 today)

From the station valiant and

this architectur-
al jewel parficii-
larly draws
attenton amd
offers a clue tw
ita history,
Erccted in
1890, replacing a

rEvIcus onE
o 1868, the
building is the
larmear Coslld

Spring

Anis
Kolumn

By R.E. Heinly

infrepld men launched suel-  tated the moving

boats through a long shed of the station a bit

door (now  four windows)  inland at
down n  Philadelphia and
ramp  and Beach Avenue,
i m t o In 1915 the 171.5.
Meptune's Life-Saving
Fealm  to Service WAS
row on per-  absorbed intoe the

Lifesaving
Station Mo. 136 of the United
States Life Saving Service,
one of the ancestors of Tl1n:'
.5, Cosst Guard.

Manvy such stations line the
treacherons coast of New
Jersey  during  the 1300s.
Locally there was another one
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provide overlapping ficlds of
view from their watch towers.
The name Cold Spring comes
from the name of the inlet
inte Cape DMay's harbor,
which was in turn named for
the famed Cold Spring inland
amd ot of it Gust off Route

socond and it was put up for
firat [loars  =sale.
which used to be the site of a Spearheaded by
firehouse - lke pole down  Charles  “MNick™

which the men slid rushing to

the boat and rescue. [t

dangerous and rugged work

In 1903 the extensio
Beach
part of the East Cape

ilous rescue

missiona. By 1939 advances
Inside  the in resous
clubhouse methodology and
today there technology had
i5 &5till & trap made  thes  and

d o o r
beiween The

Avenue eastward as

revitalization
¢fforts  neocessi-

V.S, Coast Guard.

other such sta-
tions ahaolate and

Swain, wha would
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lepend, the
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ized in 1823, purchased tho
building at auction for S120.
Az part of the sales agree-
ment the bullding was again
maved, at the cost of an addi-
tional F1E, to its current
location The Cape May
Eiwanlans thus became the
first club with their own club-
house, Thus the bullding has
a second claim to historic sig-
milcance.

Maintenance of this historic
structure has been an ongo-
ing challenge. Recently a
team ineluding Al Conly, Jim
Hall, Arnie Pittman, Jim
Waldle, [|:'||".'|.-!.' Willams and
Jim Wyatt completed exten-

The original Kiwanis Clubhouse, pictered above, was built in 1868 and rebuilt in
1891 and served as a Coast Guard Lifesaving station,

sive renovations of the second
Flaor,

In its early wears as the
Eiwaniz  Clublouze, tha
building was also home to
lacal Hu‘ Seowt and Cub
Scout groups.  During Waorld
War IT It was used as an
observation and communica-
tion  center by the Coast
Guard Auxilinry and the
Mavy. Today it is available
for remtal for family and
groiep fumctions,

Like the Eiwanis Club of
Cape May itself, thera is more
to its clubhouse than one first
realizes,

Community

news briefs

Cape May Klwanis et
Paride et for Sept. 13

CAPLE MAY The Capse
May Fiwanis Club of Cape
May is sponsoring a  Pel
Parade to be held Saturday,
Seplember 13, Eegistration
and judging will take place at
the Cape May Kivani: Park
on Madison Avenue at 10 a.m.
amed 1030 aom., respectively
Thiz marks the return of this
event o als original lecation
The Kiwanis Park.

Sdditionally, the parads
route will once again go
through town, instead of
being held on the elementary
school groomds, The parads
will start at Kiwanis park go
sputh om Madison Avenue 1o
Columbia Avenue then onie
defferson Street o Corgie

Street, back to DMadizson
Avenoe, and end o Kiwanis
Park.

Dogs, cats, farm  animals,
birds, rabbits, guinea Pigs
repliles, dolls and decoraied
doll carriages, costumes, dec-
arated bicveles and floats
welcome, A new category
called “decorated stuffed ani-
mals,"” such as teddy bears

has keen added.

Flease nole oll amimals
must ke properly restrained,
with leazhes, harnesses or
cages,

Hegisiration starts at 1
a.m., judging begins at 1030
aum, and the parade stats ol
11 a.m.

Haim  dale 1s
September 20.

Saturday,

Chorus rehearsals at
Middle Township High
School

MIDDLE TOWNSHIP -
The Angelos Chorus, & group
of over 50 members, will
begin rehearsals ol Midle
Township High School on
Moaonday, Sept, ¥ al 7 pm. An
invitation is extended to any-
one whe loves Lo sing and has
time to participate in our con-
cerls, 1f you bave any gues-
tionz, call Edie at 4a5-4904.
PFractice iz every Monday
evening when schoola are
apen, and provide concerls in
the area during Movember
amel December, and again in
May and June.

Change
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Mahaney said he also want-
e 1o make cerlain the fees
assessed as part of the mer-
canlile licenses wers used for
their specified purpose,
which is to promote and mar-
ket the city as a tourist desti-
nation,

“It should not be used to
defiray the costs of other
arganizations," he said. “1
wanl to make certzxin that all
of the efforts of the tourism
commussion are focuszed on
the specific purpose of the
commission (9 the benefil of
all business and residents
amel et dligressing (o serve o
selected few."

Steenrod said the Toorism
Commission, Chamber of
Commerce, and the Mid-
Atlantic Center for the Arts
have been working toward a
common goeal — o attract visi-
tors o Cape May

“The Chamber does buy
advertising, MAC does buy
advertising, and we all try to
tind the best program - that's
the partnership, I guess," he
sl

Steenrod =aid when the
Sherry Group was hired 1o do
public relations for Cape
May, there was a mesting of
all the non-profits, who were
nurged 1o s=end their press
releases to the PR firm. He
saigl thers is a benefit 1o the
Tourism Commission being

aligned with other groups,
aiuch as the Chamber of
Commerce

“The Tourism Commission,
by aligning wilth chamber,

can utilize their staff, “he
sl )
Steenrod said the first

annual Harbor Fest held in
June was the best example he
could think of 1o illustrage
what could be accomplished
by working together, He said
the goal was to get 2000 to
S0 people amend the first
event and they got 10,000,

“That's the synergy that
MAC, the chamber, the
Tourism Commissien, the

Mature Center {et al) brought
together and we had a fantas-
tic day," he said.

Steenrod said they are hop-
ing to get the same type of
cooperation nexl Angust for
the 400th Anniversary cele-
bration of Henry Hudson's
1609 voyage to Cape May.

Swain said partnering wilth
ather organizations in town
was nol necessarily a prob-
lem, since some ather organi-
zalions have a more exlensive
marketing background.

“We're just lrying o find
the right bkalance =so that we
are doing due diligense pro-
cedures ..to make sure mak-
ing =sure we do intermal con-
trol." she said.

Mahaney =aid he wanted (o
make the operation of the
Toursm Commission mors
public and to make sure its
purpose is med, while spend-
ing it's budget in the most
productive way and for the
benafit of all of Cape May.

Svwain said the mew mem-
bers of the commission, her-
self, Chew and Gos Andy,
were trying to understand
howr the commission budpels
money and how it is apent.
She said the commisszion has
to spend half its assessment
tor promoting Cape May owl-
zide the market. She said that
is Lhe function of the Shermy
Group, which is trying to line
up independent reporters for
feature articles on Cape May.

The Tourism Commission
hired Paramount Ajr
Services [o make two flights,
Aug. 30 and 31, pulling a ban-
ner reading “Cape May
Open  All Year,” and
www, dicovercapemay com,
fiying from Point Pleasant to
Capes May,



