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SPORTS

Caper Tigers lose season
opener but rebound in
Ocean City, Al4

YOUTH

Three make Eagle Scout
in West Cape May, AT

OUTDOORS

The tenacity of life, AlQ

The Star and
Wave wishes
everyone a

Happy

Holiday!
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Spreading holiday cheer

Above beft, West Cape May sikth grader Megan Verycken tells Samta Claus she wants "moon shoes™ for Christmas as part of the West Cape May Fire Department’s annual
wisit to the school. Absove right, Lower Cape May Regional High School senior Rebecca Crosson helps load one of the 84 boxes of food the schoal's student cowncil collect-
ed during its annual food drive, The school has bean providing haliday meals for 25 years for district familes with the belp of Cape May™s United Mathedist Church wi sup-
plies the space and the Lobster House Restaurant which vearly supplies the boxes, This year's food drive was the school's bigpest in it history,
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Cape May County bridge tolls to rise Feb. 1

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY COUNTY -
Those coming into Cape May
from Wildwood Crest will
have to come up with another
fowe-Bits to eress the Middle
Thoreughfare Bridge.

The toll at that bridge will
rise 30 cents to £1.50 cffec-
tive Feb. 1 in order to help
pay off capital improvement

projocts.

Bridge Commission execi-
tive director Steve O°Connor
sald in 2005 the Bridge
Commission bonded 512 mil-
lion for repairs to bridges. At
the time they stagpored the
paviments in a way that they
were making payments on
interest anly, not the princi-
pal, trying to delay a toll
increase while they weni
about redocing  operating

casts,

“And we did that, We shut
down toll collection when it
was nof profitable, for exam-

le, at the Grassy Sound

ridge,” he said, “We tried ta
reduce manpower when it
was not profitable.”

(" Conmor said the
Townsend's Inlet Bridge has
to be manned becanse it is a
drawbridge, but they have
received approval to shut

down the Corson’s Inlet
Bridge during slow periods
and man it only at profitablo
times.

“We've gone a long way to
reduce operating costs,”
O'Connor  said,. “We've
reduced man-hours, made
one-way tolls and reduced
nine full time positions and 10
-12 part-time seasonal posi-
tons.”

O'Connor seid the goal was

to reduce oporating costs as
miusch as possible before rais-

|n:F;]t4:-lls.
e principal is now due on
outstanding  bonds, and
according to O'Connor, the
toll increase all goes to pay-
ing delt service.

"We didn™t want increased
talls to go to salavies and
wages, It will all ke for debt

Flease see Bridge, Poge A2

New history column to appear in Star and Wave

By CHRISTOFHER S0OUTH
Cipe May Srar and Wave

CAPFE MAY - Although it
seems like an oxymoron to
say it, the Cape May Star and
Wave is introducing 8 “'new
history column®™ to begin with
the Jan. 3, 2000 edition.

Robert W, Elwell 5., wha
has been writing & history
column locally for the past
cight years, will write & col-
urrin on Cape May area histo-
r)[_'- cvents and people, titled
“Days Gome By.”

“It's alwaFrs bieen history
ariented with a te in o Cape
May," he said.

Elwell is uniguely qualified
to write a Cape May-centered
history column becanse he
has a lot of personal history in
the town, starting with his
o lxirth,

Elwell was born at home on
Corgle  Street during  the
Second World War.

“Whean [ say borm in Cape
May, I mean really in E'sll:u:
May - not at Burdette,” he
said, referring to  the
Burdette Tomlin Memorial
Hospital, now Cape Rogional
Medical Center,

"During the war they would
not take the ambulance out of
town  becanse  of  pas

ratioming, unless it was life
threatening,” he said, “The
closest hospital was Somers
Point, a0 1 was barn at bome. "

Elwell snid he iz a fourth
generation Cape Mayvan and
he has always been interested
in the history of the town.

He is a 1960 graduate of
Cape May High School, the
last graduoating class before
opening the reglonal bhigh
school. He jeined the Cape
May Police Department b
1964 and reached the rank of
detective sergeant. In 1974,
he said, Cape May County
received a federal grant for a
MNarcotics Strike Force (mow

MNarcotics Task Forcel and ho
wias detached from the Cape
May police to scrve on that
force, He was later asked to
work for the Prosecutor's
(HTice as a detective,

He retired in 1939 after
reaching the rank of captain
of detectives,

After retirement, the chair-
man of his church's building
comrmittes died and Elwell
took over that position, help-
ing to see the construction of
a social hall at the Cape May
[Trited Methodist Chuarch,

In 199% Elwell ran for city
councill and served for 10
years, sic of them as mayor.

“In 2003 my wife =said
You've had enough of that,
g0 I didn’t run,"” he said.

Elwell met his wife, Jane,
when he was a lifeguard and
she was working at the old
Lafayette Hotel

In 2000 Elwell started his
next venture, which was his
history column,

"Being born and raised in
Cape May, "t like the fourth

cneration, I always had s
thing abaout history, and espe-
cially Cape May history.
Somehow, after golng out of
office 1 thought 1 needed to do

Fleqsa see Histary, Page A2

Soldiers visit Star of the Sea

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Two soldiers sery-
ing in Irag wisited Our Lady Star
af the Sea Reglonal Schooal,
Tuesday, to greet their stodent
pen-pals,

Mike Beck's seventh grade class
adopted  Specialists Sean  and
Brandy Glynn as “one of their
very own' in a proclamation the
class made Oct. 16, The proclama-
thon goes on to say their fervent
prayer is for the Glynns to some-
day walk through the deor of the
school and say hello to them.

That happened Tuesday when
the couple attended a special
Christmas presentation for the
entire school.

The Glynns are on leave from
duty in Ad-diwanivah, Irag, where
they serve with Headguarfers and
Headgquarters E‘umpang. Ind
Special Troops Battalion, Sean is a
medic and Brandy a supply spe-
clalist, supporting military police
in Iraq. The military police, they

enid, are training and supporting
the Iragi police,

The couple shares a CHU - con-
tainerized housing unit - where
they arc stationed in Irag, about
an hour sodth of Baghdad by heli-
copter. Before being deployed, the
couple was at Fort Carson, Colo.,
and they will spend some time
there belore heading back to Iradg,
Jan. 7.

They said getting mail from the
students was very inl becanse
mall is something soldiers over-
szas value very highly.

“It means a lot because we don't
got to talk to our families often,
and it means a lot o get a few
words from home, to hear that
people support ws,” Sean sakd.
“Getting mail is one of the high-
lights n?‘ the day. You check vour
mail, get to open & piece of mail
from pesple back home, it kind of
makes your day.”

The troops also share things they
receive in the mail.

“Fudge, cards, cookies. we
share it,"” Brandy said.

“T bring it to work and put it out.
We alfer it fo patients,” Sean sald.

The troops also set up a little
Christmas tree to instill some hol-
iday spirit. They said the army
makes an effort to see the troops
enjoy the halidays as much as pos-
aible. For Thanksgiving there was
8 big meal, and the line sorvers
“put an nicer hats,"” Sean sald,

"You could cat as much as you
wanted,” be sald.

“On special holidays they always
set up a memorial table with a
plate with lemon and salt," Brandy
amld.

The clements are part of a
POW/MIA remembrance cerema-
n¥. The lemon significs the bitter
fate if all are not brought home -
the salt represents the tears of the
Ffamilies as they wait for the return
of the missing.

The Glynns were able to refurn
and greet the students, as they had
wished. Sean is the grandson of
Tom Glynn, a World War IT navy

Fleaze see Sobdiers, Poge A2
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Brandy and Sean Ghenn, shown with Sean’s grandfather, Tom, were honored ata
program at Our Lady Star of the 5ea School while on leave from Irag.
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MOREY S PIERS ANNUAL
' HOLIDAY SALE

SALE BEGINS DECEMBER . 2008

ANT GOES THROUGH JANUARY 9. 2009

ORDER ONLINE at www.MoreysPiers.com
Call tollfree 1-BE&-MOREYS | (1-844-667-3871)
Tam to midnight, T days a week or purchase at the Blue Palms Resort lobby located
at the corner of Atlantic and Lincoln Avenues, Monday through Friday, [0am to 3pm.

609.5221.3900 * www.MoreysPlers.com




