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Council rescinds hall bond, introduces another

New ordinance
Saves taxpayers
about 530,000

in referendum
spending

By CHRISTOPHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Cape May
City Coungil wvoled 4-0 io
rescind a bond ordinance
appropriating $10.5 million
for a new Convention Hall,
and then introduced a meardy
identical ordinance.

During & special mesting
held Monday, July 21, city
coungil rescinded Crdinance
152-2008, which appropriated
the money for the demalition
and reconstruction of
Convention Hall, That bond
ardinance prompted a soec-
cessful referendom petition
campaign. Had council not
rescinded  the ordinance,
Cape May would have been
forced 0 schedule a special
election around the end of
August  costing  the ity
approximately £30,000.

After the 4-0 vole (o rescind

the ordinance, with
Councilman  Miels  Favre
absent, council introduced

bond Ordinance 161- 208 for
the same 210.5 million, but
notes that it would only take
effect upon a referendum
sheduled for the Mov, 4 gen-
eral election. Council's inten-
tion was o give volers the
opportunity to wote on the
ordinance, bul save the oost
of the special election.

Christine Miller, who was o
supporter of the referendum
movemenl, asked city council
why they opted not to go
ahead with the referendum,

Mayor Edward Mahaney
saidl i was a malter of saving
the city money it would have
spent on a special election,
held in the heart of the sum-
IMEL Sei 500,

“That expense would affect
the taxpayers directly,”
Mahaney said.

However, Mahamey added
that he believed Ordinance
152-2008 would have been
defeated because the taxpay-
ers haven't ssen a  final
design, and don't know the
projecied use, location and
final cost of the project. He
said the plan was o rescind
the ordinance and hold town
meelings betwesn now and

the general election. The first
of wo lown meeling dales
already acheduled will be
heesld on July 29 at the elemen-
tary school.

Uity cowncil, individoally
and collectively..are putting
our credibility on the front
burner...and we will come up
with a workable plam for a
nesw Convention Hall,”

Mahaney said,
Mahaney =aid council has

not yet asen a final design,
only SO preliminary
sketches, and the architect,
Martin Kimme] of Rimmel
Bogrette, would be present-
ing a third preliminary
design at the town meeting.
He =md Raimmel presented
two previous designs and was
in prepare a third concept
ba=sed on input from the pre-
viouns two designs. Miller
asked if the public would ses

a design before the MNov. 4
election, and Mahaney said
that was the .

Miller alse said the ity had
authorized $130,000 in pay-
ments 0 Rimmel Bogreits,
and was informed the city
could terminate itz coniract
with the architect after the
first 100,000, Interim city
manager Bruce MacLeod said
e had informed Miller the
cantract was in three stages

and the city could indeed ter-
minale the relationship wilh
Kimmel Bogrette after any
sipge, bul il didn®t mean i
would happen.

Miller said the 5448000
contract with Kimmel
HBoprette was shill waiting for
Mahaney's =signature and
asked if be intended to sign i,

Mahaney said while he does
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Samameer is the time for kicking back, especially dur-
ing the recent heat wave, Above, a gifl takes ofl her
shoes and relaxes in a Cape May Point lifeguard
chair, Az right, Yentor's Debbie Barerman and Stone
Harbsor's Emily McYan are silhoustied against the
sand and surf as they participate in the first Cape
May Point Waomen's Lifeguard Challenge last
Wednesday, For more an the trigthion, ses Page B

Relaxing at the

So just what 1s Convention Hall used for, anyway?

By CHRISTOFHER
SOUTH
Cape Moy Star and Ware

CAPE MAY - The replace-
ment of Cape May's
Convention Hall iz big news
locally, with polarized opin-
ions about the propesed capi-
tal project — perhaps the
largest since the desalination
plant,

The city council passcd a
£10.5 million bond ordinance
far tho pru:uim:t wish was
recently rescinded and rein-
troduced, but some cetimate
the cost could rise as high as
%15 million. Potitions were
filed with the city clerk
requiring a public referen-
dum on the bond ordinance,
which the petitioners beliowve
i= prematiire.

A final design has not been
approved, and presentations
in towm meecting forums by

architect Martin Kimmel of
Kimmel-Bagrette, are ached-
uled for July 29 and Aug, 14,

One of the central issues
surrounding the project is
whether or not to build a
structure  to prowvide  for
arganizations and events cur-
rently  being  held  in
Convention Hall, or to expand
the structurc and its wse
potential,

A calendar of lecal events
lizted 29 events scheduled to
us¢  the main  hall at
Convention  Hall. Other
cvents listed their lecation as
Convention Hall, where reg-
istrations were beil taken,
Bur did not utilize the hall,

PET 5.

Of the 29 events on the 2007
schedule, 24 consisted of
elght craft shows, =i fea
market/antiqgue  shows/auc-
tlong, four festivals or musl-
cal presemtations, two trade

show type evenls, and two
annual city events.

The remaining six evenls
included the Preaident=' Day
Weekend Skating event, The
Nature Center's Kids Can
Fair, the Lower Cape May
Regional High Sc Prroim,
Kiwaniz Pancake Breakfast,
and the Cape May Film
Festival.

The 2007-2008 Cape May
Convention Hall Weekly
Schedule (fall'winter/spring)
indicates there is roller skat-
ing on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays. On Fridays skating
g followed by a teen dance,
and on Saturdays by country
line dancing, Dog obedience
classes were scheduled for
Tuesdays and bridge was
scheduled on Wednesdays, as
well as oceasional skating
partics.

No events were scheduled
on Mondays and Thursdays.

The L5, Coast Guard also

uzed Convention Hall for
roller skaling betwesn
MNovember and Easter.

Weddings and other special
events, such as the Police
Athletic Ltng'l.m‘s Comzdy
Might, are scheduled on a
case by cas¢ basis, as Are
city-spansored town meet-

Zi.'l'.IEE.
orfmer city manager Lo
Corea =nid Convention Hall
has no debt and the eperation
is basically self-sustaining or
self-lguidating. He said an
expanded facility including
refall and restaurant space
would penerate more rev-
ene, birt the buailding would
now have to be paid for (debt
SErvice],

“It would not break even for
soime pertod of time," he said,

Corea said at times the city
needs a larger facility in
which to hold mectings, and

New lifeguard headquarters an issue

By JOHM E. ALVAREZ
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - The subject of
the mew lifeguard =Sation was
the topic of discussion at the
Cape May City Coungil work
session and regular meeting
Tuoesday, Heminglon-YVermick
engineers Ray Roberts and
Faul Martin spoke al the
meeting about the project
brnging cily ¢ouncil up o
date.

*Originally, the conceptual
design was a two-story Facili-
1y on the existing site”
Hoberts =aid. “That facility
was o be pir-conditiomed on
both floors.™

During the  conceploal
design stage, there was a dis-
cugsion aboul cost of the mew
atructure. A decision was
made o remove the air condi-

toming from the locker rooms
and multi-purpase rosms and
only air condition the first aid
room and the offices on both
floors, The estimated cost for
that praject came in at about
BE75.000, which was bevond
the budget the city had set for
this progect,

A new station Was
redesigned o eliminate the
second floor, which would
have included an office for
the lieatenants, a separate
office for the caplains and a
locker facility with several
Inckers and two showers for
the officers, restructuring
evervihing w a one-story
facility.

“The new building will have
storage unit, first aid room, a
multi-purpgse  room, amd
locker rooms for the men and
women lifepuards,” Koberts

said.

There will also be no air
conditioning in the headguar-
ters. Instead, what wwould be
pul im 1% an exhansl sysiem,
which would exhaust air out
amel bring fresh air from the
gutside in and circulate
through the building,

Alse with the single floor
degign, the women's locker
room would be reduced by 30
sruare feel while the men’s
lecker room would be
expanded by 40 square feet,
This becauwse of the addition
of the exira lockers necced
for the officers that would
have been on the second
flogr. The first aid room,
which was 1o be separale, is
now in the hallway. The stor-
age moom, that was (o be on
the first floor, was converted
o an office, and suppossd (o

b om the furst floor orginally.

“What happened with the
redesign was laking a much
emaller space and repro-
gramming it with a5 many
rooms a3 we passibly could,"
Koberts said, “That project,
when budgeted, came in at
46000000, 50 the secomd
design reduced the cost by
abaut 5415, 000000,

One of the complaints about
the exisling lifepuard station
iz the problem of water
drainage in the locker rooms.

“This water has not been
accepled,” Boberts  said,
“This work is being planned
amed the floors are 1o be
ripped up after the season,
and  reconstruction  will
address the drainage of the
drain so0 thal next yvear
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that is why a tovwmn hall meet-
inga on the design for
Convention Hall are sched-
uled at the Cape DMay City
Elementary School,

Ancther example was the
town  moeting  on the
Washington Streat Mall reno-
vation project, when it was
determined that the seating
in City Hall would b insuffi-
clent for the anticipated
crowd.

“For the hearing on the
Beach Management plan it
was standing room  only,”
Cores said.

Corea sald regavdless of
what replaces  Convention
Hall the city will incur seme
debt.

deanme Powick, who worked
on the petition drive to have a
referendum on the bond ordi-
nance for the Convention Hall
project, spid she would want
to see the people get the kind
of building they want. Her
complaint s that the city's
former administration and its
Conventlon Hall committes
had not considered various
options.,

"They have told us, "This is
it. What do wou think? We
were not even told “What do
you think#'™ she sald.

Powick =aid no one has
shown what has been pro-
El-:lsn.-d for 8 new Convention

Tall would be profitable.

will begin at 7 p.m.

Two town meetings
on Convention Hall
scheduled

CAPE MAY - The public is invited to two
upcoming meetings, Tuesday, July 29 and Aug.
14, to discuss a new Convention Hall facility. On
the agenda are design, usage, financing, size,
timetable and construction. Both meetings will
be held at Cape May City Elementary School and




