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Three with mayoral experience running for mayor

By CHRISTOPHER
S0OUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — When Cape
May voters go to the polls,
May 13, they will choasae a
mayor from three individuals
who are alveady Familiar with
the job.

ayar  Jerome  “Jerry”
Inderwics has been mayor
stnce 2001, William “Jerrsy”
Gaffney was mayor from

1999 o 2000, and Edward

Mahaney was mayor in 1993
T 1996,

Inderwics moved to Cape
May n 1987 and started

working at Kindle Ford, then
located in Wildwood. He later
managed Halbrunaer and
Hanson Ford on  Sunsct
Boulevard in West Cape May.

In 1979, the city hired
Inderwies in its Community
Degvelopment Program  for
the redevelopment of homes,
and he later transferred to
the Department of Public
Works. He became superin-
tepdent of Public Works, as
paosition he held for 19 years.

He rvan for office in 1972
and won a four-year term as
councilman,

“I ran on a reform ticket to
reestablish Vietorlanism in

Cape May,™ he said,

Inderwies said one of the
first accomplishments in that
administration was to acquire
the Physick Estate and save it
from the wrecking ball. He
gald he ig very proud of that,
and of the Mid-Atlantic
Center for the Artz, He sald
during his service the fire-
hanise Was brsdlt at
Washington and Franklin, as
well as the bandstand in
Rotary Park.

In 20dH) he was elected as
councilman and in July 200
was  appointed mavor by
council and has been mayor
under two lorms of govern-

ment,

Inderwies said thers are
almost ton many things to
name, which he takes pride it,
which have baen  aceom-
plished while he was in offico
- including many miles af
raoad work.

“There are so many they
don’t all come to mind,” he
sald.

Inderwics =aid the city is
now automating its  water
meter system so they can be
monitored from & central
location, =aving labor.

Inderwies said the mall ren-
ovation was a majer accom-
plishiment, completed ahead

of schedule, and ot to be ded-
icated in June. He said the
Convention  Hall  project
would have much public
input, and he doesa't antici-
pate it taking three years to
complete it. He sald night
mectings would be held so the
maximum number of peaple
could attend.
He said they would be open,
E:ltr]iv: meetings, and he feels
has had “wide open city
government."”
“Any documents you want

vou can get through clerks
office,” he said.

Please see Mayors, Page A2

lennifer Kepp/Cope Ma
Students Troan Maud Abrams Elementary School along with Biwanis Club of
Cape May members and Lower Cape May Regional's Bey Club payed home-
age te Earth Day by creatng a “Peaceful Playgrownd.” Above, Alex
Crrusznskl helps to plant 3 wree on the schoal property. Balow righe, Emily
Fowmnier, Dlestinie Marsden, Jordan Melo and Crren Stewart plant flowers at
the school. Cape May's Spring Festival included a Home and Garden Show
wihich Teatured many “green” exhibits including that of the Mamwre Ceneer
wiho offered free tress o visitors like Maurce Hight, above right,
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Candidates answer questions on water rates, room taxes

By CHRISTOPHER
S0OUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Candidates
for mayvor and & single coun-
cil seat in Cape May I'%Tnthﬂcd
an April 17 at Cape May City
Elementary School for a Meot
the Candidates night spon-
sored by the Taxpayers
Azsociation of Cape May and
mioderated by the Cape May
Chapter of the League aof
Women Voters.

The first half of the Star and
Wave's report appeared in
the April 24 edition, This is
the second and final part of a
two part serles:

The seven city council can-
didates were asked i they
would address “peak season”
water/sewer rates, which are

at least twice as much as the
regular rates, and a burden
O S0IME rate pAYCrs,

Jeanne Powick said she
would want to look at the
price structure closely and
=¢¢ what drives the cost. She
sald the city should look at
the impact of increased den-
sty on water/sewer usage,
and see what the imgact
would ke “down the road.”

Jack Wichterman said there
was nothing that could be
done about sewer  rates,
which are dictated by the
county, but he =aid the local
water rate struchure could be
revamped.

“We could give a reduced
rate to somiore using 5,000
gallons or less (per quartar),”
he: said.

Harry Bellangy sald an

cffort should be made to
ensure the rates are not
including hidden costs. He
said he would also like to see
the operation of the water
utility go to the lowest bidder,
and not necessarily be a func-
tion of public works.

Terri Swain said Cape May
has been a leader in the state
in terms of providing water
wia the desalination plant. She
said she belicved Cape May
could once agaln becorme 4
leader in providing a more
equitable rate fo nsers.

The mayor candidates were
asked their opimion af the
Convention Hall project and
what they thought could be
done to contain the costs.

Incumbent BMMayor Jerey
Inderwies =aid in the final
analysis  Convention Hall

must be roplaced. He said an
architectural engineer was
hired and several renderings
for a new structure have been

rovided. But Inderwies =aid
e was also in favor of delay-
ing the project for a year so
the down payment would not
have to be put in the 2003
budget,

William “Jerry™ Gaffney
sald & plan should have been
doveloped with full public
irpHat.

“There should have been no
comimiites — city council 8 a
committes,” he said,

Gaffney sald after a cost
analysis, every clement
should have Been pat out for
bid. He said it was ot right to
award the contract ta the
architect without bidding the
cantract,

LT may compete for police service

By CHRISTOPIHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIP -
Lower Township Police Chief
Edward Donahue sent a letter
to Wost Cape May Mayor
Parm Kaithern advising her of
the resources available to her
community if they sharved
police services with the town-
ship, rather than the city of
Cape May.

In the letter, dated March
18, the subject line reads:
“Possible Conselidation of
Police Services betwoen tho
Toanship of Lower and the
toown of West Cape May.”

Dionahue stated in the lefter
he was asked to provide a

manpawer analysis to Lower
Township manager Joe
Jackson to show I such an
arrangement were feasible,
Donohue sajd he considered
Lc;Tar around police service to

h West Cape May and
Cape May Point, since Lower
Township pallce pass through
or by those communities
when responding to calls for
service at SunsctBeach, Sea
Grove Avene, the Highee's
Beach area and the Cape May
Point State Park,

Donohue said he told the
Jackson and Lower Township
Mayor Walt Craig he could
effectively police the addi-
tional arca with thres more
officers and another vehicle.
He said the department

would soon have 47 officers
when one individual retuwrned
to wark, and three additional
would bring the number to
During the scason whon tho
department hires Class [
afficers, thore would be an
additienal 10 afficers on stalf,

Faithern said the bottom
lme on the police services
contract i level of service
and price.

“If we have two forces that
have proposals you have fo
weiph out what th?' have to
affer,” she sald. “That's our
responsibility a5 a board of
caommissioners fo evaluate
the offers.”

Kaithern said the idea of
using Lower Township Police

to patral the baoroagh is not a
new idea.

“There has been talk lor a
long time,” she said. “In 2001,
Lower expressed an inter-
get...and this is not something
Cape May 18 not aware of.”

As far as service, Donchue
belleves Lower Township has
a lot to offer. Besides the
number of officers, he sad
the: LTPD employs an agares-
glve  Safe Neighborhoods
Traffic and Commuonity
Services Unit; bleyele patrals
and police motorcycle traffic
patrols; & 81X member
Dretective Dhvision with high-
Iy tealned and skillad investd-
gators cquipped with the lat-

Please see LT, Page Al3

Dv. Edward Mahaney said
the problems of Convention
Hall are due to poor long
range planning, and the
result was “demolition by
neglect.” He sald it would not
ke three yvears before 5 new
Convention Hall would apen,

“We have to move guickly
with a plan, get a design, and
look for funding to take tho
burden off the taxpaver,” he

Mahaney alzo belleves the
current site is not the best for
the new strsciure,

Council candidates were
asked i they would appeal to
the state legislature to
reassess the city’s aflfordable
houzing obligation,

“There are no jobs to even
support affordable housing,™

Loyalty Day

WEST CAPE MAY - The Borough of West Cape May
will be holding itz annual Lovalty Day celebration,
Thursday, May 1 at 12 noon in Wilbraham Park.
Lovalty Day is a special day [or people to realfirm
their lovalty to the United States and fo recognize the
heritage of American (reedom. In casze of inclement
weather, the event will be held in the West Cape May
Borough Hall, 722 Broadway,

Bellangy said.

He said the housing marcket
in Cape May is not affordable
for many, but added that he
was happy city council had
taken steps to reguire alford-
able housing be built in Cape
May, where the least expen-
sive home on the market is
£335,000. Swain sald the ety
need to review the Master
Plan and look at how much
empty space could be used
for affordable housing., She
said some of the second and
third foor wnits  above
Washington Street Mall buosi-
nesses could be rehabilitated
for affordable housing.

Wichterman sald the city
should not be saddled with

Please see Questions, Page A7

West Cape
May
celebrating




