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Ordinance introduced to rescind $10.5m bond

By CHRISTOFHER
S0UTH

Cape May Star and Wawve

CAPE MAY - Cape May
City Council introduced an
ardinance Tuesday to rescind
the bond ordinance ralsing
F10.5 million for a8 new
Convention Flall,

Interim city manager Bruce
MacLeod .ﬂ:?:d tﬂ:gnmamum
would pave the way for the
intreduction of 8 new, similar

ordinance that would end up
as a ballot i2zue for the Nov. 4
general clection.

“City council introduced an
ordinance te rescind the bond
ordinance for Convention
Hall," MacLeod said. “We
will be holding a special
meeting on July 21, and at
least at this time, the ordi-
nance introduced yesterday
will be consldered for adop-
tiom."

If the new ordinance is

approved  and  adopted,

ascleod sald, it would effec-
tively kill Ordinance 152-
2008, which appropriated the
£10.5 millien.

MacLeod saidd the move
would affect the petition for a
referendum o repeal
Ordinance  152-2008. The
petitions were certified by
the city clerk on July 1.
MacLeod said the city would
have had to schedule a spe-
clal election no sooner than

40 days and no later than &0
days affer certification. He
said that would have called
for & special elsction to be
scheduled sometime between
Aug. 11 and 29,

MacLeod =said the city could
have allowed the special elec-
tion to take place at a cost of
about  BR0000, 1t could
rescind the bond ordinance,
ar it could have asked the
petition committee to with-
diraw their petition. He sald

city council has no control
over the petitioners, and
opted to act to rescind the
ordinance, He sald he dis-
cussed the timetable and
options  with solicitor and
bond council and put the mat-
ter belfore council.

MacLeod said it is the inten-
tion of city coumcil to also
consider the introduction of a
new bond ordinance, which

FPleasa see Bond, Page A2

Let freedom reign!

The Fourth of Juby was celebrated Friday, July 4 and through the week-
end, Cape May’s annual parade, held Saturday, featurad brass bands, chil-
dren on decorated bikes, a stibwaker, shown above, as well as firetrucks
fram arownd the area and much mare, Above left, Amanda Hooper of
West Cape May shows her American pride as she rides in a West Cape
May firetruck. Left, chorus members sing patriotic songs at Congress
Hall's Independence Day Bash, More phatos, Pope AT,

Photos by Jennifer Kopp and Bernie Haas

LT council members vote 3-2 to keep grants coordinator

By CHRISTOFHER
S0OUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWNSHIF -
Toanship councll voted 3-2
with Councilman Thomas
Conrad playing the tlebreak-
er, to keep its grants coordi-
natar,

Monday's wote  means
Colleen Crippen, a 16-vear
employes of the Township of
Lovwer, would stay in her job,
which includes coordinatin
the Meighborhoo
Preservation Program. A
resolufion was  put  on
Monday's agenda to “Abolish
the Position of Coordinator of
State and Federal Aid."”

Deputy  Mayvor  Robert
Molan had intreduced the

iden of eliminating Crippen’s
position  as  the ftownship
“grants coordinator,” sa:rinﬁ
no other municipality ha
such a position, yet other
miinbcipalities receved more
f’unls than Lower Tovwnship.

sked for council comment,
Conrad deferred wuntil the
ather council members had
spoken.

Counellman Wayne
Mazurek he wasn't sure how
the matter got started, saying
there was only one reference
to getting rid of the grants
coordinator position made by
Molan earller in the budget
process. He said he received
a call from Councilman Glenn
Diougless informing him that
Crippen had been given a lay-
off motice from township

manager  Joe  Jackson,
informing her e was elimi-
nating the position. A discus-
gion followed with township
solicitor Paul Baldini saying
he believed Jackson had the
right to eliminate the position
under the Faulkmer Act. He
snid the township code does
ned speak to the right of the
manager to eliminate a posi-
tion  created by township
council, and thereiore he was
nad profibited from doing so.

Mazurck said the code gives
councll the right to create or
gliminate positions, but didn't
by Baldind's explanation that
a manager could do some-
thing if the code didnt pre-
went it.

“Are we going to list the
15,00H) things the manager

Fire reveals code violations

By CHRISTOFHER
SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Warkers heat-
ing asphalt materials on a
porch reol apparently started
a fire at 201 Howard Stroct,
Monday, leading to the dis-
covery of fire code violations.

According to Cape May Fire
Chigf Jerry Inderwies Jr., tho
workers  were  using A
propane torch when s fire
atarted in a wall on the sec-
ond floor. He said the work-
erg were able to Knock down
the flames with fire extin-
guishers while placing a 911
call.

Indarwies sald smoke was
vigible on the seccond and
third fMoors when they
arrived. Firefighters opencd
up wall and found the fire
extonded abowt six feet up the
wall, but thare was only
minor smoke and water dam-

age. Firefighters used their
thermal imaging camera to
check far hot spots,

Inderwies said the typeo of
construction wsed at 201
Heoward meant there was the
potential for a amall fire
becoming very serious in a
shbort time.

"With this type of construc-
tion, balleon frame, the con-
struction from the basement
ta the tag Aoor is contlnisoens,
with no fire stops or insula-
tion, Fire rins up the wall
and sproads quickly. IF you
domn't cateh it inoa few mintes

on could lose the whole
wuilding, " he 2aid

Inderwies said using & torch
to heat and seal asphalt mate-
rial can be very dangerous in
Victorian era structure,

“We've had this same type
of fire before and we knew
what we were faced with,” he
aafd,

Inderwies said upon inves-

tigation they determined
there were 15 people living in
different apartments.

"Thl:r' alzo found many fire
code violations,” he said,

According to Inderwies, the
building's alarm system was
shut off, and the electric cir-
cult panel was in extremely
poor condition.

“It was in deplorable candi-
tion - the box was rusted, cor-
roded, which s very danger-
ous, and the door was off,” he
sald.

Inderwics said the electric
meter box was also rusted
through and they had Atlantic
City Electric come out and
shut off the power at the pole.
Inderwies sald there were
also battery-operated smoke
detectors with the batteries
removed by the residents
because they were continual-

ly beeping.
Plense see Fire, Page A2

can't do¥"' Mazurck asked.

Mavor Walt Cralg referred
to the situation as a “Catch-
X2 a situation where con-
flicting regulations create a
confising aituation,

“We set the policy, but we
can't supercede state and fed-
eral guidelines,” ho said,

The meeting ended with no
agreement  between  the
majority of council and the
solicitor.

Maolan sald he Douglass had
referred to the grants coordi-
nator as a “luxury position,”
and the taxpayers group had
apoken to the 1gae of cutting
porsonnel “countless times,™

Lower Township Taxpayer
Association president Janet
Pitts responded during public
comment that the LTTA
nevelr askod that people’s job
be eliminated, but that wher-
cver possible jobs not be
filled after retirement or res-
ignations. Pitts pointed owt &
terminal leave payvowut for a
public  works employee,
which was alse on Monday's
agenda. MNolan =sid he sup-
ported moving Crippen to
ancther vacated position in
the township, but he didnt
think the township necded &
grants  coordinator. Cralg
cchoed those sentiments, say-

ing he never thoupght Lower
Township was getting its falr

share of grants, =sayin
Wildweod and Woodbine ha
received more without a
grants coordinator.

Howewver, Mazurck ecarlier
referred to a lefter Irom the
administrator of the state's
Meighborhood Preservation

FEM, S&yi administra-
tar Terrence Schrider called
Crippen “one of the most
compatent and productive

grants administrators in the
atate.”

"She is held in the highest
Please see LT, Page A2
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Cape May firefightars open a sacond floor wall at 301 Howard Streat where workars accidently ignit-
ed asphalt materials with a torch, Fire officials later discovered a nember of fire code violations.



