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‘Dinkheller’ explores life, death of S.C. police officer

By RICHIE McHALE
Special to the Star and Wave

WILDWOOD — When
Kyle Dinkheller started
his shift as a deputy for the
Laurens County Sheriff’s
Department on Jan. 12,
1998, he most likely did not
know it would be the final
shift of his life. In fact, even
as he initiated what would
turn out to be his last traf-
fic stop, he presumably still
had no clue what was about
to happen to him only mo-
ments later.

Even when Andrew Bran-
nan, the driver of the ve-
hicle Dinkheller stopped,
exited his truck and began
to dance wildly in the road-
way, Dinkheller probably
still would not have guessed
that the encounter would
end in death. When Brannan
removed a loaded M1 car-
bine from his pickup truck
and opened fire, Dinkheller
may still not have believed
that any of it was really
happening. Unfortunately
for the officer, it was all too
real, and within three min-
utes he was lying wounded
on the ground next to his
patrol vehicle taking his
final breaths.

The chilling video of this
incident in South Carolina,
which was captured by the
dashcam of Dinkheller’s
patrol vehicle, is now known
to police officers around the
world as “The Dinkheller
Video.”

For many police officers
in the United States, their
first encounter with the vid-
eo comes during their police
academy training. Sitting in
a dark room among a sea of
other nervous recruits, they
see the ultimate worst-case
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chase perishable food items
such as milk, eggs, bread,
yogurt, meat and lunchmeat.
The food pantry was Man-
fre’s first project on such a
large scale. She has worked
with adults and children with
developmental disabilities.

Manfre said receiving the
Sth District award was over-
whelming.

“I really just feel like it
says a lot about what we did
here, and to be able to rep-
resent these spouses here is
just unbelievable,” she said.
“It really left me speech-
less.”

She will travel to Washing-
ton, D.C., to accept her award
in early May. Manfre’s hus-
band is being transferred in
May to St. Louis, Mo., where
he will serve as command
senior chief.

scenario play out before
their eyes.

“It’s been used for years
at the academy level as an
example of how quickly
things can go bad,” said
Sgt. Eric Workman of the
Maryland State Police.
“We actually show it more
than once per academy
period.”

Workman and fellow
Maryland trooper Sgt.
Matthew Allen were two
members of the crowd that
convened Feb. 21 at the
Wildwoods Convention Cen-
ter for a viewing of a new
documentary film titled
“Dinkheller.”

The film, directed by
filmmaker and former At-
lanta police officer Patrick
Shaver, is part biography
and part investigation into
the events surrounding the
incident that led to Dinkhel-
ler’s death.

“I had seen Kyle Dinkhel-
ler’s dashcam video when I
was in the police academy,
and it scared the crap out
of me for lack of a better
word,” Shaver said. “It’s one
of those things that doesn’t
go away. You see it once,
and it sticks with you.”

In 2017, after finishing his
first feature film titled “Offi-
cer Involved,” Shaver went
looking for a new project.
The Dinkheller story came
to mind, and he decided to
try to make contact with
Dinkheller’s family. His at-
tempts were successful, and
the film began production
shortly after.

“With this film, my goal is
to show who he (Dinkheller)
was as a human,” Shaver
said. “The name ‘Dinkhel-
ler’ strikes fear in the hearts
of police officers. I want

Manfre is finishing a year-
long internship and is one
year away from earning a
master’s degree in social
work. She will begin her
clinical year working one-
on-one with clients. She said
her ultimate goal is social
work with the Department
of Veterans Affairs or alarge
military installation.

“No matter what I do, I
want to work with military
families,” she said.

Manfre placed a quote on
her Facebook page last week
that may sum up her philoso-
phy: “Gratitude unlocks the
fullness of life. It turns what
we have into enough, and
more. It turns denial into
acceptance, chaos to order,
confusion to clarity. It can
turn a meal into a feast, a
house into a home, a stranger
into a friend.” — Melody
Beattie
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them to watch this video and
not be afraid of his name
anymore.”

The film tells Dinkhel-
ler’s life story through in-
terviews with members of
his family, most notably his
father and his daughter, and
with several of Dinkhel-
ler’s co-workers from the
Laurens County Sheriff’s
Department. Through the
interviews, viewers learn
that Dinkheller was only
22 at the time of his death,
and left behind a pregnant
wife and an infant daughter.
Dinkheller is described by
all as a loving husband and
father, a dedicated worker
and a man who loved to fish.

As the film progresses, the
focus turns from describing
Dinkheller himself to dig-
ging deeper into the event
that led to his death. In the
dashcam footage, it appears
that Dinkheller is hesitant
to use force to control Bran-
nan. There are several mo-
ments throughout the video
where it appears Dinkheller
would have been justified in
using physical, mechanical
or even deadly force to sub-
due Brannan, but he does
not progress beyond giving
verbal commands until it is
too late.

The movie explores many
theories as to why Din-
kheller was so hesitant to
use force in the encounter.
Some would say that the
stress caused him to freeze
up. Others believe that Din-
kheller had such a negative
track record at work that
he was afraid any show of
unnecessary force would

cost him his job. In the film,
these and several other
theories are explored in
further detail in an attempt
to try to shed light on what
truly happened that day.

“I want the rumors to be
put to bed,” Shaver said.

The Feb. 21 screening
was hosted by Cape May
County PBA Local 401. Lo-
cal 401 President and State
Delegate Joe Berg said the
goal of the event was to
bring the community and
the officers that protect it
together for the night.

“The PBA is a communi-
ty-based organization, so I
wanted to find something
we could do that involved
everyone,” Berg said. “I
wanted to emphasize the
fact that this was not a po-
lice event, but a community
event.”

According to Berg, “Din-
kheller” was not chosen
solely for its entertainment
value. It was also a prime
candidate to grease the
wheels of conversation be-
tween police and the public.

“Use-of-force conversa-
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The mission of the Harriet Tubman Museum is to preserve the historic parsonage
of The Macedonia Baptist Church and create a permanent exhibit honoring the life
and work of Harriet Tubman and other abolitionists in Cape May, New Jersey.

To Contribute to the Harriet Tubman Museum, please send your

tax deductible donation to PO BOX 2385, Cape May, NJ 08204

tions are always the most di-
visive,” Berg said. “I figured
this could be a great way
to bridge the gap between
officers and the community
to have that conversation.”

The Wildwood screening
is only one of many stops
Shaver will be making on
his tour. The film has been
received well by audiences
so far, and has won awards
for “Best Documentary
Directing” at the Colorado
International Film Festival
and “Best South Carolina
Film” at the South Carolina

Underground Film Festival.
The next three stops will be
in Missouri, Alabama and
Montana on March 14, 15
and 25.

“Dinkheller” is currently
available for DVD pre-order
at dinkhellermovie.com,
and will also be available
on iTunes, Google Play and
Amazon in the near future.
Shaver’s first film, “Officer
Involved,” is also available
on all of the above-men-
tioned platforms and can be
found at officerinvolvedpro-
ject.com.
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LITTLE NECK CLAMS
(Steaming Clams)
$2.95/DOZEN

$12 FOR 50
$24 FOR 100

SHRIMP CHOWDER
$5.95 PINT
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FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER

Served with baked potato
or french fries & cole slaw

$6.95 EACH

Good Only Wednesday, February 27, 2019

at the Take-Out counter
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FRIDAY, MARCH 157
thru SATURDAY, MARCH 2P

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER

served with baked macaroni
and cheese & stewed fomatoes

BROILED SALMON
TOPPED WITH CRAB MEAT
served with baked potato
or french fries & coleslaw
$12.95

2 BBQCLAMS
2 CLAMS CASINO
2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95
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Good for Sunday, March 3, 2019 ONLY!
BROILED or FRIED
SEAFOOD COMBINATION
FILET OF FISH
DEVILED CLAM,

SHRIMP, SCALLOPS
served with baked potato or

french fries & cole slaw -

$14.95

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY

www.thelobsterhouse.com




