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Panel suggests multiple Changes to Lafayette park plans

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city’s
Lafayette Street Park Advi-
sory Committee may alter
the original plans for phase
three of the park by flipping
the position of the baseball
diamond to allow for a multi-
use area. In addition, earlier
plans for a long nature trail
may be cost-prohibitive.

The committee is also
dealing with remediation of
wetlands on the rear portion
of the acreage from Vias-
ant, a contractor hired by
Jersey Central Power and
Light (JCP&L) to deal with
below-ground contaminants
left behind from a coal-gas-
ification plant that operated
on the property.

During a meeting May 10,
city engineer Tom Thornton,
of Mott MacDonald, said
multiple types of wetlands
exist on the property. He
said there are different
types of habitat, including
low marsh, high marsh,
highland, high marsh, mixed
maritime meadow, mixed
maritime forest and mari-
time woodlands.

JCP&L has installed pri-

mary and secondary under-
ground containment walls
due to contaminated soils
and groundwater. Thornton
said every drop of water fall-
ing on the former gas plant
area was being contained
along with pumping wells
tied into a treatment plant.

Thornton said it may be
best to avoid the wetlands
area of remediation for a
proposed nature trail into
the marsh.

“We may find out there is
no benefit to being in this
area at all,” he said.

Original plans called for
a semicircular elevated
walkway above the tidal
marsh, Thornton said. He
said the length of the pro-
posed walkway would put
the cost “through the roof.”

Thornton suggested a
shorter walkway toward a
freshwater pond and creek.
He noted a berm on the
property originally on the
plans as part of a trail. The
berm is too narrow for an
at-grade walkway and if
it were widened, it would
involve filling in wetlands,
Thornton said.

“You’re probably not go-
ing to get a permit to do

that,” he said.

An elevated walkway
would be an alternative
to using the berm, Thorn-
ton said. He questioned
covering the berm with an
elevated platform from an
ecological standpoint.

How much grant money
is available for the trail
section of the park is un-
known, Thornton said. A
path through the wooded
area merging into the wet-
lands with a small access
to the pond may be the best
choice, he said.

Committee Chairman
Mike Jones said phase three
of the park project is com-
pletely funded by the county
but the city has only two
years to complete the work,
otherwise the grant money
goes away. He said the city
is limited in digging and dis-
placing soil in the contami-
nation area for a building or
light poles.

Thornton said plans
should be shown to JCP&L,
which is willing to provide
some excavation. He said
the utility requested the
amount of runoff from the
property not be altered to a
great degree.

“They want to maintain
what falls and percolates
now because that’s what all
their calculations are based
on,” Thornton said.

Deputy Mayor Shaine
Meier said the committee
is favoring moving the park-
ing area to along St. John’s
Street. He said no contain-
ment walls run along the
street.

Jones said if the baseball
diamond were “flip flopped,
about 120 feet of property
would be available for most

Provided
This overhead photo shows the area of remediation being
undertaken by Viasant on behalf of Jersey Central Power &
Light.

anything. He said he envi-
sioned a U-shaped parking
lot with the dog park to the
rear of the property.
Committee member Hil-
ary Pritchard offered a de-
sign that flipped the base-
ball diamond and placed
Wise-Anderson Park at the
front entrance off Lafayette
Street with a water feature.
She envisioned a stage at the
previous planned location of
the baseball diamond.
Thornton said a plan for
the park shows an 8-foot-

wide bike path along what
originally was the outfield
berm for the baseball por-
tion.

“I think our concern too
is whatever you do on the
Lafayette side, we want it to
look like a park, with trees,
as beautiful as possible, so
it doesn’t just look like a
school and a parking lot,”
said committee member
Sharon Lee Kustra, who is
also a member of the Cape
May City Elementary School
Board of Education.

Committee member Mark
Pask, who is also a member
of the city’s Shade Tree Com-
mission, suggested planting
trees that did not require a
lot of maintenance. Deputy
Mayor Shaine Meier sug-
gested a minimal amount of
fencing so users of the park
could walk in any direction.

Jones suggested rest-
rooms be centrally located
in the park. Thornton said
the committee seemed to be
suggesting a multi-use area
with a stage and a lawn area
in front of it.

The committee’s next
meeting is scheduled for 4
p-m. May 24 and is open to
the public.
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upcoming June S primary.

He’s running against
engineer Hirsh Singh of
Linwood, former FBI agent
Robert Turkavage of Brig-
antine and former Assem-
blyman Sam Fiocchi of
Vineland.

Grossman grew up in
Atlantic City and gradu-
ated from Atlantic City
High School. His political
wakening came when his
mother took him to the Ritz
Apartments to hear John F.
Kennedy make a campaign
speech in 1960, what he de-
scribed as a “life-changing
event in politics.”

“Iwas adJohn F. Kennedy
Democrat,” Grossman said.
“If John F. Kennedy were
alive today, he’d probably
be denounced as a right-
wing Republican by most
Democrats.”

Grossman said a “game-
changing event” that
switched him to become a
Republican was President
Lyndon Johnson’s 1968
urban renewal efforts in
Atlantic City.

Pauline Hill, director
of the Atlantic City Hous-
ing Authority, cleared 80
acres of the city for an Up-
town Urban Renewal proj-
ect, bulldozing homes and
businesses. It was hoped
the project would combat
what officials deemed as
blight. The cleared area,
dubbed “Pauline’s Prairie,”
extends along Atlantic Av-
enue from Virginia to Con-
necticut avenues.

“Eighty percent of that
land is as vacant now as
it was in 1968,” Grossman
said. “What was particular-
ly tragic about it is you had
alot of World War IT Jewish
refugees who thought they
escaped that, they thought
if you owned a home in
America no one could take
it away from you. Here the
government was taking it
away from them.”

Grossman said the city’s
use of eminent domain
and the neighborhood’s
destruction turned him
from a John F. Kennedy

Democrat to a Tea Party
conservative and now a
Trump Republican.

A graduate of Duke Uni-
versity and Temple Law
School, Grossman noted
his political involvement
revolved around his home-
town.

“I always saw Atlantic
City as the microcosm of
America. I thought it would
be very easy to fix the prob-
lems of Atlantic City be-
cause I was a smart kid and
I had this Duke education
and I was determined to
clean up corruption and
waste,” Grossman said.

He served as an Atlantic
City councilman from 1986
to 1990. He was elected to
the Atlantic County Board
of Chosen Freeholders in
1988 and served for three
years.

Grossman said the prob-
lem wasn’t with Atlantic
City politicians, but the
“corrupt voters.”

“People wanted govern-
ment to take from some-
body else and give to them-
selves,” Grossman said. “I
really had an awakening
when I saw how the more
you help some people the
more you hurt other people.
That’s when I developed
this real appreciation for
the founding fathers, the
Constitution, the idea that
government should be lim-
ited and really be the ref-
eree of the football game.
Government is not there to
make the right team win.
Government is there to
make sure the rules apply
equally to everyone.”

He left politics to raise
his young family and re-
turned to the political arena
again after his children
went through college and
were, according to Gross-
man, “brainwashed about
all the good things about
America.”

In 2003, he formed the
group Liberty and Pros-
perity with 24 people. He
was arrested with Bogota
Mayor Steven Lonegan
at the Middle Township
Performing Arts Center in
2008 for handing out litera-

ture at an event with then-
Gov. Jon Corzine about
hiking tolls on the Garden
State Parkway.

“I was handing out leaf-
lets protesting, opposing
putting the parkway $30
billion into hoc and tri-
pling the tolls to pay for it,”
Grossman said.

Liberty and Prosperity
has grown into an organiza-
tion with 200 members, 100
donors and 1,500 people
keeping touch online, he
said.

Grossman stepped down
as Liberty and Prosperity’s
leader in February to run
for Congress.

The group holds weekly
meetings at 9:30 a.m. Sat-
urdays at the Shore Diner
in Egg Harbor Township.

“We’re teaching what
really should be taught in
our public schools, starting
from kindergarten. That’s
been totally lost from our
culture,” Grossman said.
“Government is not when
you get elected, and then
you give free stuff to the
people who helped you get
elected.”

On the issues

Grossman’s four main
issues during his campaign
are enforcing immigra-
tion laws and reducing
immigration to sustain-
able levels, repealing the
existing mandates from the
Affordable Care Act that
increase health insurance
costs, advocating for the
Second Amendment and
letting President Donald
Trump “do his job” by re-
jecting “fake impeachment
charges,” obstruction or
“resistance.”

He said the 1.2 million
legal immigrants currently
in the U.S. are “too many.”
Grossman said chain mi-
gration should also be halt-
ed. Chain migration gives
the family members of
newly arrived immigrants
preference over other im-
migrants, he said.

“We’re letting the im-
migrants shape our im-
migration policy instead of
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Americans shaping our im-
migration policy,” Gross-
man said.

He noted the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act
of 1965, promoted by Sen.
Ted Kennedy, “fundamen-
tally changed America” by
eliminating the quota sys-
tem for immigrants based
on national origins.

“We don’t believe that
America can survive as
a nation we were found-
ed on if we continue this
way. We’re inviting people
who have no attachment
to America. Their only
attachment is they’re an
uncle or an aunt or a cousin
to somebody who’s here,”
Grossman said.

Regarding the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA) policy, “hard
cases make bad law and
that’s a hard case.”

“I certainly have sym-
pathy for the people who
came over as children,
however I see no moral or
legal obligation that the
people who are in their 20s
who are committing crimes
who have no education and
are committing crimes and
are contributing nothing to
this country, I see no moral
or legal obligation for them

to stay here,” Grossman
said.

Young immigrants called
“Dreamers” who have

taken steps to assimilate
should get preference as
part of an overall deal in
which immigrant numbers
are reduced, he said.
“There’s a solution if you
want to find a solution, but
what is happening today
with today’s Democrats, I
get the idea today’s Demo-
crats don’t want solutions,”
Grossman said. “The more
problems there are the
more issues they have to
get elected. You might call
it victim politics, where
everybody’s a victim. If
everybody’s a victim they
need the Democrats to pro-
tect them. The American
idea is you should be able to
earn your own money and
create your own opportuni-
ties and then you don’t need

government.”

Grossman said the fed-
eral government shouldn’t
fund abortions. He said
Planned Parenthood, a
nonprofit organization that
provides abortion, birth
control, pregnancy test-
ing, treatment for sexu-
ally transmitted diseases,
cervical cancer screening
and clinical breast exami-
nations, is a “political or-
ganization” that should not
receive government funds.
He said late-term abor-
tions after the fifth or sixth
month are “barbaric.”

On the subject of gun
control, Grossman said gun
laws that reduce magazine
size won’t “solve anything”
and are a “political strategy
by Democrats to demonize
people who legally own
guns.”

He called the gun issue
“political manipulation,”
and said additional laws
wouldn’t help the problem
of gun violence and are
a “distraction” from real
issues.

“Whatever is causing
this epidemic of murder
is something other than
the restriction on guns. It
has something to do with
the issue of the culture of
drugged-up kids, or teach-
ers and counselors not be-
ing able to share informa-
tion with each other, of this
relentless Hollywood cul-
ture of portraying Amer-
ica as evil and glorifying
violent people who rebel
against it,” Grossman said.

According to Grossman,
New Jersey does not per-
suade businesses to locate
to the state.

“We have high taxes, we
have so many regulations
over businesses that almost
everybody is in violation
of something,” Grossman
said. “That means if you
want to succeed in business
you have to make deals
with the politicians to get
some sort of exemption in
the taxes or in the laws.”

Grossman supports
Trump’s “Make America
Great Again” (or MAGA to
devotees) message of put-

ting national interests first.

He excoriated higher
education, notably Stockton
University, for criticizing
the country’s past.

“The message being
taught to our kids is Amer-
ica was a bad place in the
1950s. It was full of racism
and lynching and women
had no rights and homosex-
uals had no rights. I know
that’s a total lie because I
grew up in that America.
I grew up in that Atlantic
City where the African-
American community was
just like any other ethnic
group. You had your hotels,
you had your bars, you had
your stores. We were all
in it together,” Grossman
said. “Anybody can walk
anywhere and if you were
gay there was a place called
Snake Alley. It was a thing
where everybody did what
they wanted to do and it
was a beautiful place.”

Grossman said until
Trump’s 2016 presiden-
tial campaign, “people
complained how awful the
country was.”

“For all his (Trump)
flaws, America needs a
president to stand up to that
and say ‘Americais great,”
Grossman said. “When you
see all of the attacks and
slurs being thrown at him,
in my viewing it he’s not be-
ing attacked because of his
womanizing ... or anything
else. As far as I'm con-
cerned, he’s being attacked
because he’s defending the
America that I had learned
to love. Because of that,
those attacks on Donald
Trump are actually an at-
tack on me.”

Regarding national secu-
rity, Grossman said there’s
no difference between for-
eign and domestic policies.

“I think America is be-
ing attacked because we
Americans have lost faith
in our country and are not
defending our country,”
Grossman said. “If people
overseas feel that we don’t
think our country’s worth
defending, they’re going to
attack us every way they
can.”

Real people. Real stories of WWI.

A YEARIN
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“A Must See!”

— Exit Zero review

A new play
with music from the
period performed live

Written by James Rana
Directed by Gayle Stahlhuth
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Wednesdays through Satur&ays at 8:00 PM*

Opening Night Wed. May 16: Pay What You Will as a thank you to the Community

* Wed. May 23: 2:00 matinee with no evening show;
School groups are encouraged to attend the matinee at $10 price per student

[ast Lunne Theater Gompany

Performances at The Historic First Presbyterian Church

500 Hughes Street Cape May, NJ Tickets: $35; $30; $20

Info: 609-884-5898 or eastlynnetheater.org



