
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 A3WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 A3

HAVE SOMETHING ON YOUR MIND”
PUT IT IN A LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF

THE CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Fax letters to: (609) 884-2893

Email to: cmstarwave@comcast.net
Include your name, address, daytime phone.

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
e Loter House

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH

thru SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH

thru SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH

BROILED OR FRIED
FLOUNDER, CRAB CAKE &

SHRIMP PLATTER
served with baked potato or 

french fries & cole slaw
$11.95

®

FRESH NORWEGIAN
SALMON

$8.75 LB

SHRIMP CHOWDER 
$5.75 PINT

OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95
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•  M ichael Stars • James Perse • E l la Moss • E i leen Fisher • Sanctuary • Johnny Was •

 
 

 

 

Dinner, Cocktails & Live Piano Music nightly  
106 Decatur Street at Columbia Avenue, Cape May 

Reservations: 609.884.8363 or online at www.merioninn.com 

        Cape May Stage 
         Dinner and Show  

 $25 ticket with $30 food/bev. minimum or 
$60 ticket with 3 course prix fixe dinner! 523 Lafayette Street • CapeMay, NJ • 609-898-0202

714 Asbury Avenue • Ocean City, NJ • 609-399-2050

BUY • SELL •TRADE • REPAIRS
“Engagement Rings... as one of a kind as your love”

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Appraisals
• Estate Jewelry
• Jewelry Repairs
• Engagement Rings
•Watch Repairs

WE BUY:
• Diamonds
• Estate Jewelry
• Gold
• Coins

What you are telling us: 

“Very friendly wait staff. Very good food at a fair price.  
We live in Cape May City during the entire summer and no longer 
visit (some) local restaurants as the prices are way out of line and the 
quality is not what it was in the past.  
Rio Station is a 9 to 10 in all areas; well worth the 15 minute drive 
each way.” - A.S.

“We truly enjoy eating at Rio Station. We’ve never been 
disappointment with the quality of the food which is always delicious 
and the wait staff and service is and has always been excellent. We 
always recommend Rio Station to our friends!” - M.D. 

Go to RioStation.com and click on Guest Reviews 
to see an unedited list of over 700 more reviews!

AmericAn SteAk & SeAfood HouSe

Voted “Best Crabcakes” for 5 years - SJ Magazine
Award of Excellence for 6 years -Wine Spectator

3505 Route 9 South, Rio Grande 
609-889-2000 • riostation.com

FREE PARKING
OPEN 7 DAYS

315 Ocean Street
Cape May, NJ
609-898-8080

FIBERARTS
The Yarn Shop Classes...Learn To knit
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World War II vet takes ride over Cape in restored B-24
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

ERMA – Before they are 
seen, they are heard. It’s a 
sound from the past, the low 
roar of 1,200 horsepower, 
piston-driven aircraft engines 
coming from some distance 
away in the sky. 

Beachgoers and residents 
near the county airport looked 
skyward from Sept. 4 to Sept. 
7 as the Wings of Freedom 
Tour came to Naval Air Station 
Wildwood as part of its annual 
Airfest.

A B-17 Flying Fortress ar-

rived Sept. 4 followed a quar-
ter hour later by a B-24 Libera-
tor to applause of the crowd. 
Many inspected the war birds 
from the ground inside and 
out. The media and those who 
were willing to pay $450 for a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience, 
took a half hour fl ight in either 
the B-17 or B-24.

Cape May resident Harvey 
Williams, a World War II vet-
eran, took his fi rst fl ight Sept. 4 
in a vintage bomber, the B-24. 
He said he served in the Navy 
from 1944 to 1946 as a radio 
operator on a weather ship in 
the South Pacifi c.  

In a pre-fl ight briefi ng, Gary 
Dunn, the B-24’s flight en-
gineer, told passengers they 
would wear safety belts during 
taxi, landing and takeoff.

“Once we get up in the air 
those of you in the back will 
hear a bell go off,” he said. 
“One bell means you can get 
up, two bells means sit down.”

Dunn said passengers would 
have 15 to 20 minutes to crawl 
around the aircraft. In order 
to get to the front of the B-24, 
passengers had to crawl along 
a catwalk and the fl oor of the 
aircraft. He warned of bomb 
doors in the fl oor that would 

open up if any weight was put 
on them.

The only windows in the 
B-24 were two large waist gun-
ner doors equipped with ma-
chine guns. Both were open to 
the elements during the fl ight. 
The B-24 was not designed 
for the comfort or safety of 
the crew. Some crewmen fl ew 
strapped to the fl oor.

The B-24 fl ew a loop from the 
county airport to North Wild-
wood and along the beaches 
of Wildwood, Cape May, Cape 
May Point, over the remains of 
the concrete ship S.S. Atlantus, 
the Cape May Lewes Ferry and 

along the beaches of North 
Cape May. The noise level in 
the plane was akin to a rock 
concert from the B-24’s four 
1,200 horsepower Pratt and 
Whitney engines. 

The aircraft are owned by 
the non-profi t Collings Foun-
dation. The B-24 is the world’s 
only fully restored and fly-
ing aircraft of its type. The 
bomber fl ew under the Royal 
Air Force fl ag in the Pacifi c 
Theater in operations ranging 
from anti-shipping to bombing 
and resupplying resistance 
force operations, according the 
foundation. 

The B-24 was abandoned at 
the end of World War II in In-
dia but restored by the Indian 
Air Force in 1948 and us until 
1968. After once again suffer-
ing abandonment, the B-24 was 

purchased by British collector, 
disassembled and transported 
to England and put up for sale 
in “as is” condition. The B-24 
was purchased by Dr. Robert 
Collings, brought by ship to 
America, where initial restora-
tion was planned only to be a 
standing display.

Collins said he was con-
vinced to restore the B-24 to 
fl ying condition because only 
3,000 persons per year would 
see the plane on static display 
while 3 million could view the 
aircraft on a nationwide tour. 

After the fl ight, Harvey com-
pared the interior of the plane 
to a submarine. He said he 
would also like to fl y in a re-
stored TP-51 Mustang.

Jack Fichter
CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE

Above, an aerial view of Cape 
May Point taken this weekend 
from this restored B-24, left, 
taking off from the Cape May 
County Airport. 

Jack Fichter
CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE

World War II Navy veteran Harvey Williams of Cape gives the 
thumbs off while taking off inside a restored B-24 bomber from the 
Cape May County Airport. 


