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Car hits bicyclist on bridge in Lower

Vice principal, athletic director
swap position in Lower schools

Roseann Avenue collapse not part of drainage project

ERMA — A bicyclist was 
struck by a vehicle Sunday 
night on the George Red-
ding Bridge.

Lower Township police 
were dispatched for a report 
of a motor vehicle accident 
involving a vehicle and a 
bicyclist at 10:31 p.m. Aug. 
20 on the bridge in the 
Shawcrest section of the 
township.

Upon arrival, the investi-
gating offi cer made contact 
with the driver of the ve-
hicle, Matthew J. McCabe, 
30, of Wildwood. The driver 
stated he was traveling into 
Wildwood on the bridge in 
the right lane when sud-
denly he saw a bicyclist in 
his lane of travel.  He stated 
that it was too late for him to 
swerve or stop at that time, 
causing him to strike the 
rear of the bicycle. 

The rider, Alexander Ha-
gilov, 19, of Wildwood, was 
ejected from his bicycle. He 
complained of pain in his 
right shoulder and suffered 
a laceration to his right 
heel. Wildwood Rescue 
Squad was on scene and 
transported Hagilov to Cape 
Regional Medical Center for 
evaluation. 

Police investigation re-
vealed the bicyclist was 

riding in the vehicle’s lane 
of travel and the bicycle 
was not properly equipped 
for night travel, which was 
determined to be the con-
tributing cause of the ac-
cident. During the course 
of the investigation, the 
southbound lane of the 

George Redding Bridge 
was shut down for about 20 
minutes and was reopened 
at the conclusion of the 
investigation. Assisting in 
the investigation was the 
Wildwood City Police De-
partment and the Wildwood 
Fire Department.

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

ERMA — In a job swap, 
Richard M. Teitelman School 
Assistant Principal Erik 
Simonsen became athletic 
director of Lower Cape May 
Regional High School while 
Mark Schiffbauer, the for-
mer athletic director, be-
came assistant principal at 
the Teitelman School.

The move was approved by 
the Board of Education dur-
ing a meeting Aug. 24. Board 
member Thomas Connelly 
said Schiffbauer cares deep-
ly about the school’s athletes 
and the school district.

“He has made a positive 
difference in the lives of 
many young men and women 
in all our athletic programs 
and I look forward to him 
carrying that on at the Teitel-
man School,” he said.

Board President Richard 
Hooyman said that statement 
also represented the senti-
ment of the board.

In addition, Zachary Pal-
ombo moved from his posi-
tion as assistant supervisor 
of academic achievement 
to assistant principal of the 
high school following the 
resignation of Joyann Ford. 
Palombo thanked the board 
for the new opportunity.

“I’m looking forward to the 
new challenges I’m going to 
have in that position and I’m 
definitely ready to hit the 
ground running,” he said. 

The board approved a fi ve-
year contract renewal for 
Superintendent Christopher 
Kobik. He said he appreci-
ated the support of the school 
board. 

“There is an awful lot of 
leadership that comes from 
this board, there is an aw-
ful lot of listening,” Kobik 
said. “This is a great school 
community. We’re making 
some bold changes, we’re 
being innovative, we’re mov-
ing ahead and we’re always 

focused on what’s best for 
our kids.”

In other business, the 
board authorized Garrison 
Architects to prepare and 
file a state Department of 
Education capital projects 

application to replace the 
roof and windows of the ad-
ministration building. Board 
member Gary Playford said 
the district acknowledged it 
would receive no state aid for 
the project.

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — The county is 
repaving a number of Lower 
Township roads while the 
township deals with a col-
lapse on Roseann Avenue. 

A major infrastructure 
project to relieve flooding 
on Roseann Avenue and 
surrounding streets in North 
Cape May is in the permit-
ting process with the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP). 
Council passed a $4.7 million 

bond in 2016 to provide for 
drainage and storm water 
improvements and road re-
construction to Roseann Av-
enue and the Bayshore Es-
tates area. The project will 
include a pump station to 
increase drainage fl ow into 
Cox Hall Creek. Residents 
on Roseann Avenue have 
been experiencing fl ooding 
problems since 1985. 

A storm drain collapsed 
on Roseann Avenue and 
an emergency repair was 
made to the pipe, according 
to Councilman David Perry. 

He said the collapse was 
caused by a sinkhole behind 
a resident’s driveway. Perry 
said he hoped the township 
would receive a permit for 
Roseann Avenue within the 
next few weeks. A few loose 
ends needed to be tied up to 
receive the permit, he said.

Township Manager Jim 
Ridgway said the collapse 
was not in the area of the 
Roseann Avenue project. 
He said he hoped the proj-
ect could be extended to 
the area of collapse near 
Bayshore Road.

Mayor Erik Simonsen 
called it “a blessing in dis-
guise,” because it occurred 
before the major road proj-
ect began.

Ridgway said the county 
in the past two weeks has 
answered a number of resi-
dents’ concerns for rough 
roads. He said Townbank 
and Seashore roads have had 
repairs including in front of 
Cold Spring Village, Acad-
emy Road and also the north 
end of Villas.

“We’re anxiously awaiting 
action (on Bayshore Road) 

between McDonald’s and 
the PNC Bank, and we’re at 
the top of the list now for the 
road improvements on Full-
ing Mill up to the Wawa and 
down to the CVS,” Ridgway 
said. “It’s nice to see all the 
work the county has been 
doing.

Perry said he was compil-
ing a list of county roads in 
the township that may not be 
repaved this year.

“I want to try to get that 
on the county’s agenda for 
2018,” he said. “There are 
some bad areas.”

Perry said Townbank 
Road from the bay to Bay-
shore Road is in bad shape. 
He encouraged residents to 
contact the township man-
ager or a council member 
to report roads they believe 
need to be addressed. 

Simonsen said the town-
ship is working with Lower 
Township Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (MUA) to re-
place several pump stations. 
The township is applying for 
a $400,000 Public Facilities 
Grant that would be passed 
through to the MUA.
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Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
e Loter House

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST

thru SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST

thru SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND

FRIED CRABCAKE 
PLATTER

served with baked potato or 
french fries & coleslaw

$11.95

BROILED CRABCAKE
PLATTER

served with baked potato 
or french fries & coleslaw

$11.95

®

LITTLE NECK CLAMS
Steaming Clams
$2.95/DOZEN

$12 FOR 50
$24 FOR 100   

SHRIMP CHOWDER 
$5.95/PINT

BBQ CLAMS
$7.95

 FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP
We’ll Get You Excited About YARN!

 315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

OPEN 7 days 10am-6pm
- FREE PARKING -

• Beach Knitting Kits
•  Yarns & Accessories from 

around the world
Learn to Knit/Crochet 

class daily at 1 pm

 RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1

Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features

24-Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

AUGUST 25TH THRU AUGUST 31ST

**Leap! PG 11:00, 1:20, 3:50, (6:30, 9:00)
**It (Thurs Premiere) R [7:00, 9:55]
The Hitman’s Bodyguard R 11:10, 1:50, 4:30, 
 7:10, 9:45
Logan Lucky PG-13 11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 
 9:35
Annabelle 2 R 11:50, 2:20, 4:50, 7:30, 9:55
Wind River R 11:40, 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50
The Nut Job 2 PG 11:30, 2:00, 4:10
Dunkirk PG-13 6:50, 9:40
Despicable Me 3 PG 11:35, 2:05, 4:25
Spider Man: Homecoming PG-13 6:40, 9:30
The Emoji Movie PG 11:20, 1:30, 4:00
Kidnap R 7:40, 9:50 

**No Passes  (Fri-Wed)  [Thursday]

Jack Fichter/CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
The city now will be able to use a bull dozer to fl atten out beach scarps, such as the one above, 
which are created by heavy wave action during storms. In previous years, the city had to seek 
special permits to do the work, costing time and money.

Beach scarps
Continued from Page A1

sand. It took about three 
hours to make the area safe 
for swimmers, Picard said.

“Once the scarp was 
gone, it took about two 
high tides to have the beach 
completely come back to 
normal,” CMBP Capt. Geoff 
Rife said. 

“ W e  j u s t  b a s i c a l l y 
stopped Mother Nature in 
her tracks for three hours 
of work and two high tides, 

so this permit, I can’t say 
how important it is to us,” 
he continued.

The city hopes to install 
a public address (PA) 
system the length of the 
beach to make safety an-
nouncements for beachgo-
ers. Committee member 
Jack Wichterman reported 
the cost estimate to install 
speakers the length of the 
beach was $400,000.

He said he met with U.S. 
Rep. Frank LoBiondo ear-

lier in the month seeking 
funding assistance from the 
federal government for the 
project. Wichterman said 
LoBiondo was not optimis-
tic about prospects for the 
funding.

Young said Jim Rutala, 
the city’s grant consultant, 
was seeking partial or full 
funding for the project. He 
said Rutala stated the U.S. 
Agriculture Department 
may be a good partner for 
the PA system project.


