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CAPE MAY — When Cape 
May City Elementary School 
was built 50 years ago, land-
scaping was not part of the 
project, according the Super-
intendent Victoria Zelenak. 
The fields next to the school 
are as plain as a newly erased 
blackboard.

In addition, adjacent city-
owned property on Lafayette 
Street received basic ameni-
ties over the years now in need 
of replacement.

A special City Council meet-
ing was held Monday to gather 
public input for phase one of 
Lafayette Street Park. In total, 
the park will cover 40 acres 
from the elementary school’s 
parking lot to St. John’s Street 
and from Lafayette Street back 
to Cape Island Creek

Mayor Edward Mahaney, 
who has spearheaded the proj-
ect, said the city acquired 
a $1.5 million Green Acres/
Blue Acres grant to purchase 
the former Vance’s Bar prop-
erty and two properties on St. 
John’s Street. 

Part of the property will 
undergo remediation from 
Jersey Central Power and 
Light (JCP&L), primarily the 
area of the dog park and lots 
on St. John’s Street, from Oc-
tober through June 2016, then 
resuming in September 2016. 
Completion is anticipated in 
June 2017. The acreage was 
part of a coal-gasification plant 
that provided gas for lighting 
and cooking to city residents 
from the late 1800s to the 
1940s. The plant left a cocktail 
of hazardous substances below 
ground.

He said when remediation 
is complete by summer 2017, 
the city will take possession of 
the property from JCP&L at no 
cost “if there is a free and clear 
from DEP (Department of 
Environmental Protection).”

Mahaney said JCP&L and 
the DEP have an agreement 
if any further remediation is 
needed in the future, JCP&L 
maintains the responsibility 
for the work.

“That property can only be 
used for surface recreation,” 
the mayor said.

As part of the remediation, 
JCP&L will replace a certain 

amount of soil and install a 
55-foot-deep retaining barrier 
to treat contaminated ground 
water and soil, he said. Mah-
aney said if the water is clear 
enough, it will go through a 
series of pumps and drain into 
Cape Island Creek.

Mahaney said the goal is to 
create an active and passive 
recreational area with envi-
ronmental education ameni-
ties. He said the park would be 
constructed in phases without 
using taxpayer money.

Phase one of the project 
extends from the elementary 
school through Della’s Field. 
Mahaney said the city obtained 
a $1.5 million grant from the 
New Jersey Economic De-
velopment Authority for the 
project, which covers all costs 
for phase one.

He said the city has a dead-
line of June 3, 2016, to com-
plete phase one of the project 
to receive the grant funding. 
The city has a 25-year lease for 
13 acres owned by the school.

Grants consultant Jim Ru-
tala said a conceptual design 

prepared by Temple Univer-
sity landscape architecture 
students would be used as 
the template for the design of 
the park. He said additional 
phases of the park would be 
addressed as funding becomes 
available.

Design Engineer and Land-
scape Architect Joe Cairone 
said his firm designed other 
projects such as Cooper River 
Park in Camden County, the 

William Penn Charter School 
campus in Philadelphia and 
Washington Crossing National 
Cemetery, and worked exten-
sively with government enti-
ties including the Department 
of Defense.

He described phase one as 
having a multipurpose field 
with new topsoil and irrigation. 
The field would receive new 
lighting, Cairone said.

Goals of phase one are reno-

vation of existing playground 
equipment, ball fields and 
fencing, improving public 
access to the park with clear 
entrances and paths, creating 
outdoor educational oppor-
tunities and ensuring school 
security, he said.

During public comment, 
Jay Schatz, a member of the 
city’s Shade Tree Commission, 
asked whether trees planted 
along Lafayette Street, outside 
a chain link fence, would be 
retained.

He said the trees were pur-
chased by residents who live 
across the street from the 
fields and are maintained by 
the commission.

Cairone said he would like 
to look at phase one in terms 
of the bigger picture as a gate-
way into the city. He said they 
would be looking at the trees 
and “the condition they’re in.”

The fence will be removed, 
Cairone said. Mahaney said 
when plans move from the 
conceptual into the more finite 
in the next month, Cairone will 
attend a Shade Tree Commis-
sion meeting. The mayor said 
security concerns of the school 
also need to be considered. 

Medevac helicopters use 
the field as a landing zone to 
transport patients with life-
threatening conditions. Resi-
dent Dennis Crowley asked 
whether the helicopter landing 
zone would remain after phase 
one of the park is created.

Cairone said the park would 
be illuminated, which would 
not obscure landing patterns. 
He said the landing zone would 
be taken into consideration.

“It is the directive to thor-
oughly explore keeping that 
helipad here if at all possible, 
and we have some ideas to try 
and make that happen,” Mah-
aney said. “If we do that, there 
is a way to access that field and 
there is a way to light it so it 
is even more formalized than 
it is now.”

Crowley expressed concerns 
of parking spaces being re-
moved from Lafayette Street. 

Deputy Mayor Jack Wich-
terman said he had been in 
contact with City Manager 
Bruce MacLeod for two years 
to assure parking is improved 
by the project, perhaps con-
structing something similar to 
the city’s parking lot adjacent 
to Collier’s Liquor Store, if the 
grant money would allow it.

Zelenak said she supported 
the concept of Lafayette Street 
Park. She said the city’s lease 
of school property contains 
several items including the 
school’s right to review plans 
and submit comments regard-
ing the security of the leased 
premises.

The lease includes a clause 
stating the city shall take all 
necessary steps to provide 
for the security of all areas of 
leased premises that are uti-
lized by students, which may 
include installation of fences, 
security cameras and other ap-
propriate measures, she said.

Zelenak said the school 
would have exclusive use of 
the leased area while school 
is in session.

“It’s going to be a wonderful 
park,” Mahaney said at the 
conclusion of the meeting.

TIDES : June-July 2015
Date High Low
 A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
24  2:01 2:56 8:20 8:45
25 2:54 3:48 9:06 9:43
26 3:49 4:38 9:52 10:39
27 4:44 5:27 10:38 11:31
28 5:37 6:13 11:25 
29 6:28 6:58 12:21 12:11
30 7:16 7:41 1:07 12:57
1 8:02 8:25 1:53 1:44

MOON PHASES
First Quarter, June 24 • Full Moon, July 2
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•  M ichael Stars • James Perse • E l la Moss • E i leen Fisher • Sanctuary • Johnny Was •

Get
results

600 PARK BLVD, WEST CAPE MAY • (609) 884-7660 • BACKSTREETCAPEMAYNJ.COM

Freshest Ingredients
Fantastic Specials

NOW OPEN DAILY FOR 
DINNER FROM 5pm

(Closed Tuesdays)
 

BREAKFAST 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

FROM 9am

Plenty of Seats, Plenty of Free Parking, Reserve Your Table Now!

523 Lafayette Street • CapeMay, NJ • 609-898-0202
714 Asbury Avenue • Ocean City, NJ • 609-399-2050

BUY • SELL •TRADE • REPAIRS
“Engagement Rings... as one of a kind as your love”

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Appraisals
• Estate Jewelry
• Jewelry Repairs
• Engagement Rings
•Watch Repairs

WE BUY:
• Diamonds
• Estate Jewelry
• Gold
• Coins

       
 
 
                             
 
 
        By Herbert Mitgang     Starring Tom Byrn                            
        Directed by Gayle Stahlhuth                                                          
        June 17-July 25; Wed. thru Sat. at 8:30         
        No show July 4;show Sun. July 5     
 
 
 
                Lincoln’s life flashes before him as Booth pulls the trigger.          
          Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of Lincoln’s assassination 

 

                                     Friday, June 26: After-Show Q&A                                   
               Tickets: $30; $25 senior(62+); $15 students/military; ages 12 and under free                   
 

 

                                                   
                                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 
 
 
 

FREE DELIVERY

Rio II
STEAK & PIZZA

ITALIAN STYLE RESTAURANT
609-898-6133

 Breakwater Shopping Ctr.
3305 Bayshore Rd Ste 6 • North Cape May, NJ 08204

EVERY MONDAY
All Plain Cheese Pizzas 

$8.50

SUPER PIZZA DAY
Under New Ownership

Toppings 
Extra

Aleathea’s
Inn of Cape May, 7 Ocean St., Cape May • 800-582-5933 • innofcapemay.com

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER DAILY
$25 First Seating Special... Nightly 5-5:30pm  - 3 Course Meal

Sydney Live Fridays 4-6pm • Pet-Friendly Porch 

HAPPY HOUR SUNDAY THRU FRIDAY 3-6pm 
$2 OFF WINE, BEER & COCKTAILS

FOOD SPECIALS 4-5pM
SUNDAY FUNDAY COMING SOON - Food & Drink Specials • Pet Friendly • Bring Chair or Blanket 

Special Saturday Funday, July 4 - Sydney & Joe Grassi          Sunday, July 5 - Rick and Roy

New Dinner Menu
with a touch of Jamaican!

Open Daily 
Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

715 Beach Avenue  (Across from Convention Hall)  •   (609) 884-1233  •  zoescapemay.com

ZOE’S
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Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
e Loter House

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIDAY, JUNE 26TH

thru SATURDAY, JUNE 27TH

FRIDAY, JUNE 26TH

thru SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH

BROILED OR FRIED CRAB
CAKE PLATTER 

served with baked potato or 
french fries & cole slaw

$10.95

®

FRESH FLORIDA SHRIMP 
26-30 COUNT

$9.95/LB

SEAFOOD GUMBO
$5.75/PT

OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95

Phase one of the Lafayette Street Park project will include creation of a multipurpose field with new top-
soil and irrigation, renovation of existing playground equipment, ball fields and fencing, improving public 
access to the park, creating outdoor educational opportunities and ensuring school security.

Lafayette Street Park design, construction on horizon


