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WCM works to lower fl ood insurance rates

Nine years later, city still talking about parking, traffi c

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY — 
Reduced fl ood insurance 
rates may be on the way 
for residents as the bor-
ough prepares to submit 
an application to join the 
Community Ratings Sys-
tem (CRS).

During a Board of Com-
missioners meeting March 
28, tax assessor Lou Be-
lasco said he received in-
formation needed from the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
to complete an application 
for the CRS.

“We do have some prop-
erties that will probably 
need to be addressed, but 
I think it’s best to get the 
application in, get the ball 
rolling,” he said.

Assistance will come 
from FEMA and the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection about 
how to address proper-
ties that do not meet fl ood 
standards. 

“Some could be as sim-
ple as just putting flood 
vents into a property,” 
Belasco said.

He said the borough 
had 24 properties with a 
negative rating, not built 
in accordance with fl ood 
standards and built after 
the borough’s first flood 
insurance rate map was 
created.

Belasco said the borough 
has 61 “submit to rate” 
properties where the fl ood 
risk has not been deter-
mined. He said some of 
those properties could be 
addressed with as simple 
a fi x as documenting for 
FEMA the fl ood risk.

The 24 properties were 
the main concern because 
they are not compliant 
with the National Flood In-
surance Program (NFIP), 
he said. Belasco said the 

NFIP is meeting minimum 
standards while the CRS 
represents best practices 
within the flood insur-
ance industry put forth by 
FEMA.

“Before you start to do 
the best practices, they 
want to make sure that 
you’re at least hitting the 
minimum standard,” he 
said.

The borough needs to 
score 500 points, which 
would be produced by the 
borough having a fl ood or-
dinance and fl ood informa-
tion on its website, Belasco 
said. The borough is also 
working on producing an 
inventory of open space, 

he said.
Every 500 points the 

borough scores with the 
CRS would give residents 
living in the Special Flood 
Hazard Area a 5 percent 
discount on federal fl ood 
insurance, according to 
Belasco. If the borough 
receives a Class 9 rating, 
a 5 percent discount would 
be offered on all fl ood in-
surance.

He said as the borough 
moves up in classes, each 
one requiring another 500 
points, a further 5 percent 

reduction is offered for 
residents in the Special 
Flood Hazard Area with 
those outside that area 
capped at a 10 percent 
discount. 

FEMA provided the bor-
ough with a list of proper-
ties that suffer repetitive 
loss.

“We had four, three of 
them aren’t even in West 
Cape May,” Belasco said. 

He said some towns may 
have a couple of hundred 
repetitive loss properties, 
some severe.

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — A lack 
of parking spaces and the 
possibility of construct-
ing a parking garage have 
been a part of master plan 
discussions for decades, as 
has the concept of making 
Lafayette and Washington 
streets one way.

The city’s next master 
plan, slated to be complet-
ed in a year, will contain a 
section dealing with traffi c 
circulation and parking.

During a Planning Board 
meeting March 27, board 
engineer Craig Hurless 
reviewed goals in the city’s 
2009 master plan update — 
in part to see what has been 
accomplished since that 
date — regarding parking 
and traffi c circulation.

Objectives from 2009 
included encouraging al-
ternate circulation modes 
and networks to minimize 
and effi ciently move traf-
fi c in and out of the city, 
encouraging restoration of 
railroad traffi c and other 
high-volume transporta-
tion modes, minimizing 
the negative impact of 
bus traffic on the city’s 
street system, continu-
ing to explore centralized 
and satellite parking and 
expanding the number of 
parking spaces.

Additional objectives 
included studying the fea-
sibility of converting La-
fayette and Washington 
streets into one-way roads 
and encouraging use of 
bicycle and walking as an 
alternative to driving. 

Of the objectives from 
the 2009 update, Lafayette 
and Washington streets 
have not been converted 
to one-way streets. The 
objective of shuttle service 
has been fulfilled with 
trolley service from the 

elementary school parking 
lot to the mall and motels 
for several summers. The 
railroad is no longer oper-
ating, Hurless said.

Key issues from 2009 
included the city being a 
dense, compact town with 
shops, restaurants, recre-
ational areas and historic 
attractions located in close 
proximity, which supports 
walking and bicycle rid-
ing. Cape May has a sea-
sonal parking issue with 
parking occupancy rates 
at full capacity, according 
to Hurless. The city lacks 
a centrally located site for 
parking, according to the 
2009 report.

The ability to provide 
off-street parking is the 
primary factor in limiting 
commercial growth and is 
particularly prevalent in 
hotels, motels and guest-
house, according to the 
report. Hurless said ap-
plications before the Plan-
ning Board face limits of 
how many parking spaces 
can be located on their lot 
rather than issues with 
buildings and lot coverage. 

The majority of bicycle 
and pedestrian accidents 
occurred on fi ve streets: 
West Perry Street, Sunset 
Boulevard, Jackson Street, 
Washington Street, La-
fayette Street and Beach 
Avenue, according to the 
report. Councilwoman Pa-
tricia Hendricks said the 
city’s Bicycle and Pedes-
trian Safety Committee 
determined bicycle ac-
cidents in 2015-16 were 
underreported. 

“They just pull them-
selves up and go on,” Hen-
dricks said. 

Long pedestrian cross-
ing distances are an is-
sue along Beach Avenue, 
which must be crossed to 
get to the beach and Prom-
enade, Hurless said.

He said traffic study 
data for the 2002 mas-
ter plan re-examination 
showed 70 percent of traf-
fi c on Lafayette Street is 
incoming, while 70 percent 
of traffic on Washington 
Street was outgoing. With 
Lafayette Street one-way 
inbound and Washington 
Street one-way outbound, 
Sydney Avenue would 
function as a sort of turn-
around, Hurless said.

He said the concept of 
making the roads one way 
has been in numerous mas-
ter plans and discussed by 
a number of city councils 
over the years. 

“It’s a good idea if the 
city wants to develop pe-
destrian-friendly routes 
and linkages,” Hurless 
said. “This offers the op-
portunity for bike lanes 
along those routes to make 
those routes safer.”

He noted there were 
issues with the concept. 
Board member Jerry In-
derwies Jr., the city’s for-
mer fi re chief, said making 
Lafayette and Washington 
streets one way would 
affect emergency servic-
es response time from 
the fi rehouse on Franklin 
Street.

“With the size of the 
apparatus, you’d even be 
hard pressed to make the 
left turn on Madison to 
Lafayette and then come 
back south again to get to 
properties, the school on 
Lafayette … ,” he said. “It 
defi nitely impacts public 
safety as a far as response 
of emergency vehicles.”

Inderwies said the fi re 
department’s ladder truck 
cannot turn on Jefferson 
Street or Queen Street. 
He said Madison Avenue 
is questionable. To reach 
the 900 block of Lafayette 
Street, a fi retruck would 
have to go almost to the 

end of Washington Street 
and loop around, Inder-
wies said.

“That could cost you 
minutes, especially if traf-
fi c bottlenecks in the sum-
mertime trying to get out 
of town,” he said.

Hurless said the board 
could decide to keep the 
concept in the master plan 
re-examination for further 
study. He said there may 
be an engineering solution.

The 2009 master plan 
suggested construction of 
a parking garage on one 
of the city-owned parking 
lots. A parking garage was 
also suggested for the mu-
nicipal complex, he said.

Additional parking at 
Lafayette Street Park was 
suggested. Hurless said 
some of the park funding 
came from the state Green 
Acres and Blue Acres pro-
grams.

“Because the city has 
utilized those funds for 
those improvements, it 
does not necessarily mean 
you can develop a parking 
facility only at that site,” 
he said. 

Hurless said some park-
ing was permitted but 
it must be related to the 
open space and Blue Acres 
projects being developed 
on the site. 

“I don’t know if Lafay-
ette Street Park can be 
the end all, be all solution 
to your parking issues, 
but it certainly can help,” 
he said.

The most recent park 
plan showed 90 parking 
spaces, Hurless said. 

Planning Board Chair-
man Bill Bezaire asked if 
some of the funding could 
be returned. Hurless said 
he did not think that was 
an option. 

A 2007 city vision plan 
recommended enhance-
ment of the train/bus sta-

tion and Welcome Center.
“Obviously the train sta-

tion is not functioning 
anymore, so we may want 
to talk about what the bus 
depot and visitor center 
can become. It is not be-
ing utilized fully,” Hurless 
said. 

Bezaire said the city’s 
Historic Preservation 
Commission does not per-
mit parking in side yards, 
which would allow cars to 
be parked off the street. 
Hurless said that was a 
point that should be dis-
cussed with the HPC. He 
said city parking require-
ments are “a bit outdated,” 
not having been updated 
with current standards. 

Bezaire said he has been 
a longtime proponent of a 
parking garage, something 
that never comes to frui-
tion. He said a possibility 
exists that some residents 
or business owners would 
purchase spaces in a park-
ing garage, helping the 
city recoup construction 

costs. 
The useful life of the 

city’s public housing proj-
ect has passed, Hurless 
said. He said the property 
would need to be redevel-
oped at some point with 
new units. 

“Do you incorporate 
some type of parking with 
that?” Hurless asked.

He said units could be 
built “up” several stories 
to free ground space. 

Board member David 
Martz asked if a study has 
ever been undertaken to 
determine how may park-
ing spaces the city needs 
to make up its defi cit. Hur-
less said such a detailed 
study has not been under-
taken. 

“Looking for parking 
causes the traffi c,” Hen-
dricks said. “One causes 
the other.”

Bezaire said visitors 
come to town, can’t find 
a place to park and keep 
driving around and around 
the town.

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

DINNER at 5pm
Thursday – Sunday
BAR OPEN at 4pm

Wednesday – Sunday
HAPPY HOUR 4pm – 6pm

NOW OPEN IN MARMORA!  |  46 S. Shore Road

Is Your Bank Closing a Branch
or Changing Ownership?

609-463-5220
www.sturdyonline.com

R

R

PMS - 208

Make Sturdy Savings Bank Your Choice.
We’ve been banking with a personal touch in 

Cape May County for over 95 years.
 

With 14 convenient locations, 
we are the community bank you can count on.

Your Bank. Your Choice.

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
e Loter House

FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER
Served with baked potato
or french fries & cole slaw

(regular price $12)

$6.95 EACH
Good Only Wednesday, April 4, 2018

at the Take-Out counter

FRIDAY, APRIL 6TH

thru SUNDAY, APRIL 8TH

FRIDAY, APRIL 6TH

thru SATURDAY, APRIL 7TH

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER
served with baked mac and cheese

& stewed tomatoes
$12.75

BROILED SALMON
PLATTER

served with baked potato 
or french fries & coleslaw

$11.95

®

®

FRESH COD FISH
$8.95 LB.

MACARONI & CHEESE 
WITH LOBSTER MEAT

$6.95 EACH

CLAMS CASINO
$7.95

Good for Sunday, April 8th, 2018 ONLY!

BROILED or FRIED 
SEAFOOD COMBINATION

FILET OF FISH
DEVILED CLAM, 

SHRIMP, SCALLOPS
served with baked potato or

french fries & cole slaw - $13.95

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 

ESTATE PLANNING

WILL AND TRUSTS

ZONING AND ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

UNEMPLOYMENT APPEALS

1252 Rt. 109, Cape May, NJ 08204 • info@kurkowskilaw.com
609-884-1788(TEL) • 609-884-1163(FAX)

609-884-1788

 FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP

- Free Instruction -

 315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080 • FiberArtsYarnShop.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

OPEN THURSDAY TO MONDAY

WE’VE GOT YARN!
30 YEARS & 
COUNTING...

 RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1

Rio Grande, NJ 08242
Additional Pricing for 3D Features

24-Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

APRIL 6TH THRU APRIL 12TH

Black Panther PG13, 12:00, 3:20, 6:30, 9:30

Tomb Raider PG13, 11:10, 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45

A Wrinkle in Time PG, 11:00, 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20

Tyler Perry’s Acrimony R,  11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 
9:40

Pacifi c Rim Uprising PG13,  11:30, 2:00, 4:50, 
7:20, 9:50

Ready Player One PG 13, 12:10, 3:30*, 6:40, 9:35

Blockers R, 11:50, 2:20, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55

Peter Rabbit PG, 11:20, 2:10, 4:40 

Midnight Sun PG13,  7:40, 9:45

*Ready Player One in 3D


