
Cape May’s pier three.
An increasingly shallow Cape 

May Harbor also contributed to 
the departure of the two cut-
ters, according to Cape May 
Mayor Edward Mahaney. He 
said that during the past few 
years, the cutters could sail 
into the Coast Guard base only 
under certain tidal conditions.

“They would have to arrange 

their itinerary to stay out an 
extra 12 or 24 hours to make 
certain they could come in,” 
Mahaney said. 

Dredging the harbor histori-
cally has never been within the 
purview of the city government, 
but it has become involved at 
the request of the commercial 
fi shing industry, condominiums 
with boat slips and by marinas, 
the mayor said. 

He said federal funding is 

available to dredge the chan-
nel for the Coast Guard base. 
Federal and state funding also 
is available for dredging to aid 
commercial fi shing. 

“However, a major problem 
for us has been the private 
marinas and condos and de-
velopments that have their own 
boat slips, so consequently in 
a new initiative, the state has 
kept the permitting with DEP 
(Department of Environmental 

Protection) but assigned the 
task of doing the dredging to 
the administrative agency, 
New Jersey Department of 
Transportation,” Mahaney 
said. “This is the fi rst time this 
is being done and they have to 
work together.”

He said the DEP has to issue 
permits to individual prop-
erty owners and housing units, 
with DOT arranging for the 
dredging contractor to work on 
creeks and the harbor.

Mahaney said the dredging 
company can contract with ma-
rinas and condominiums that 
have valid permits from the 
DEP. When land parcels along 
the creeks and harbor were 
developed, water rights were 
included, so the property own-
ers are responsible for their 
own dredging, he said. 

This fall, the DOT is plan-
ning to dredge Spicer’s Creek 
and Schellenger’s Creek and 

three other waterways, some 
of which are located in Lower 
Township, he said. 

“In the city of Cape May, 
we’re concerned about Spicer’s 
Creek, Schellenger’s Creek and 
Devil’s Reach,” Mahaney said.

He said dredging would hap-
pen near South Jersey Marina, 
and that the city was working to 
assist private property owners, 
marinas and condo associations 
to ensure they have proper 
permitting.

The situation is similar to 
beach replenishment on the 
oceanfront in that mobilizing 
the dredge boat is at least 50 
percent of the total cost.

He said a major hurdle in 
dredging in the back bay usu-
ally is having an approved 
spoils site, but that it’s not a 
problem for this undertaking.

“The contractor hired by 
DOT will be able to use the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
dredge spoil-disposition site 
on the canal by the West Cape 
May bridge,” Mahaney said, 
adding that dredging should 
begin sometime between Labor 
Day and the end of September. 

“We are hoping we would 
be able to do this on an annual 
basis if possible, but defi nitely 
on a much improved periodic 
basis than has been happen-
ing,” he said. 

There is no cost to the city for 
the dredging. He said silt has 
built up at Harbor Cove to the 
point that some docks are unus-

able. In Devil’s Reach, docks 
are severely compromised by 
silt, he said. 

Mahaney said unusable 
docks diminish the value of 
property and limit marina 
capacity.

“This harbor needs to be 
given some major comprehen-
sion attention by federal and 
state agencies to ensure that 
it’s going to be navigable, es-
pecially in light of the military 
base, which is affi liated with 
Homeland Security,” he said.

The harbor serves the com-
mercial fi shing industry, which 
is the second-greatest-tonnage 
port on the East Coast and a 
major employer, Mahaney said. 

He said keeping the har-
bor dredged would require a 
longterm solution in terms of a 
comprehensive plan with sus-
tainable large-scale funding.

According to Kevin Maloney, 
president of the Cape May 
Maritime Museum, a law was 
enacted by Congress in 1907 
appropriating $311,000 to im-
prove Cold Spring Inlet and 
create Cape May Harbor. 

Cape May Real Estate Co., 
which owned the harbor, was 
to contribute $100,000 so the 
harbor would be maintained 
at a depth of 25 feet at low tide.

Cape May Real Estate Co. is 
long gone. According to Malo-
ney, the opening of the Cape 
May Canal exacerbated the low 
water depth, and is now less 
than 3 feet at mean low water.
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Star-studded graduation
Singer, actor and songwriter Kris Kristofferson hands Jesse Kristofferson, his son, a certifi cate during the 
graduation ceremony of Alpha-190 on Aug. 15 at U.S. Coast Guard Training Center Cape May. Krist-
offerson’s son was one of 78 graduates to enter the Coast Guard enlisted work force, through which 
they will be stationed all over the country performing duties ranging from maritime law enforcement 
to search and rescue missions. Jesse Kristofferson will be stationed at Coast Guard Training Center 
Petaluma, Calif., for Operation Specialist training.

COAST GUARD PHOTO
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Vigorous marked its offi cial arrival at its 
new homeport in Virginia Beach on Aug. 8. It is the fi rst of two Me-
dium Endurance Cutters from Cape May to be relocated.

Shallow harbor threatens economy

Vigorous
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GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN DAILY
HAPPY HOUR • 4pm – 6:30pm

Dollar Oysters • Dollar Clams • Mon. – Thurs.

DINNER from 5pm

801 WASHINGTON STREET • 609-884-5697 • www.WashingtonInn.com

Washington Inn
Serving Dinner Daily from 5pm

THE WINE BAR 
Five for Friday

$1 Oysters 
Every Night Until 7 pm

Our Summer 
Wine Flights

12 Fun Wine Flights
30 Wines by the glass

APPETIZERS
Farm Fresh  

Asparagus Amandine

Blacken Sea Scallops

Crabmeat Terrine

Havana Bay Shrimp

Tuna Beignets

Bayou Oyster Stew

ENTREES
Chilean Sea Bass Creole

Florida Keys Red Snapper

Cajun Shellfish Gumbo

Blackened Prime Rib

DESSERTS
Key lime pie

Bread Pudding

APPETIZERS
Atlantic Cape Calamari

Point Judith Crab Torta

Seafood Salad

Beef Carpaccio

Caprese Salad  
‘Meta Secca’

ENTREES
Shrimp and Scallop

Pescatore

Seafood Fra Diavolo

Lemon & Herb  
Crusted Salmon

Tuscan Short Ribs

DESSERTS
Lemon Ricotta 
Cheesecake

Panna Cotta

Exotic  
New Orleans  

accented Cuisine

Seafood with an 
Italian Flair

412 Bank Street
Cape May, NJ 08204

RESERVATIONS:  
609.884.0366

ONLINE: frescoscapemay.com

F R E E  P A R k I N g

The ResTauRanTs  
on Bank sTReeT

410 Bank Street
Cape May, NJ 08204

RESERVATIONS:  
609.884.2127

ONLINE: 410bankstreet.com

**3D Sin City:A Dame to Kill For  R  2:40, 7:50
**When The Game Stands Tall  PG  11:40, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10, 9:45
**If I Stay  PG13 11:30, 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:55
**Let's be Cops  R  11:45, 2:20, 5:10, 7:40, 10:05

2D Guardian of the Galaxy  PG13  10:50, 1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:50
**The Giver  PG13  11:20, 4:45, [7:20, 9:40]

Into the Storm  PG13  2:30
As Above So Below  R  Thursday 8:00, 10:00

**Expendables  PG13  (11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 10:00 Fri-Tues)
**November Man (11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 4:20, 7:15, 10:00 

Wed-Thurs) 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles PG13 11:10, 1:50, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

Lucy  R 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 9:50
Ninja Turtles  PG13  1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:30

**A Most Wanted Man  R 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40
Guardians of the Galaxy PG13 1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:35
Into the Storm  PG13  2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:45

AUGUST 22nd THRU AUGUST 28th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
Advance Tickets Available at

www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247 

24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731

** No Passes • [ ] Friday - Wednesday

“Our 76-member crew looks 
forward to our new homeport 
of Little Creek and the oppor-
tunities it will present.”

The addition of two Medium 
Endurance Cutters will sig-
nifi cantly increase the Coast 
Guard’s operational presence 
in the Mid-Atlantic Region.

The decision to relocate 
Vigorous was prompted by the 
deteriorating pier conditions 
at Cape May’s pier three.

Over the course of three 
years, the new Fast Response 
Cutters will bring approxi-
mately 97 new personnel to 
the Cape May community that 
will result in construction 
contracts for infrastructure 
upgrades over the next five 
years, including shore-side 
support facilities and pier 
construction.

The Sentinel-class Fast Re-
sponse Cutter is a new Coast 
Guard patrol boat that is ca-
pable of deploying indepen-
dently to conduct missions 
that include port, waterways 
and coastal security. Coast 
Guard cutters are sentinels 
of global trade by supporting 
the nation’s economic success, 
ensuring waterways and the 
maritime environment are 
safe, secure and reliable.
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