
A smaller population domi-
nated by senior citizens and 
fewer schools may be in the 
forecast.

According to Perniciaro, 
Atlantic Cape Community Col-
lege vice president of planning, 
research, facilities and execu-
tive support, Cape May County 
will be affected by a shrinking 
number of jobs in Atlantic City 
and the focus of the county may 
need to be on retired people. 

“We need to embrace retire-
ment as an actual industry 
because people come with 
pensions and Social Security 
checks, and it’s a way to import 
money,” Perniciaro said. “We 

just have to face it that’s what’s 
going to come.”

He said he believes the coun-
ty’s population will level off at 
where there is enough retail 
and other businesses to serve 
the second-home owners, re-
tired residents and keep up the 
tourism in the summer.

“I think there is still a little 
bit of population to lose,” Per-
niciaro said. “I still see the 
grammar schools shrinking. 
That means there are no young 
people coming in.”

The county will have fewer 
schools by 2034, both in shore 
towns and on the mainland, 
he said.

Perniciaro said the county 
would settle into a retirement 

community with a tourist in-
dustry similar to the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. He said 
tourism would continue to be 
active two to three months of 
the year, which would keep 
the population from collapsing. 

A population in the low 
90,000 range is likely, with 
retirees counterbalancing the 
lack of young people here.

In 20 years, the job market 
will be similar to what is avail-
able today, such as working at a 
Wawa market or in the medical 
field to support the senior popu-
lation, Perniciaro said.

While retirees may domi-
nate the county, they may not 
stay here for the rest of their 
lives. He said after age 75, a 

number of retirees move to 
live closer to their children or 
relocate to Florida or South 
Carolina, where property taxes 
are lower.

“We have benefited from 
people who came here as kids 
and liked being here, and that 
will wear out over time,” Per-
niciaro said.

He said the cost of living in 
the county keeps it from be-
coming a haven for low-income 
retirees. The county has a very 
high income level compared 
with surrounding counties due 
to the retiree population, he 
said. That may continue to be 
a trend. 

“Flood insurance is going to 
make the islands more expen-

sive for folks to inhabit, so it 
will attract people with a little 
more money. There will prob-
ably be a little less housing, but 
it will be people that can afford 
the combined mortgage and 
flood insurance numbers which 
could get fairly high,” he said. 

Perniciaro said it would get 
more expensive to live at the 
shore.

“If anything, the people that 
will be here 20 years from now 
will be a wealthier group than 
the ones that are here,” he said.

With fewer young people liv-
ing in the county in the future, 
the tourism industry could 
become more dependent on 
foreign J-1 workers, he said.

The dream of planners and 

local officials is to attract busi-
ness that would bring year-
round jobs to the county.

“Whatever that comes in, 
it’s not going to be somebody 
that brings 1,000 employees,” 
he said. “They are going to be 
small companies that do not 
have to be near their custom-
ers, they can be remote, they 
can work through the Internet 
and they have to be fairly well 
paid.”

He said New Jersey does not 
bring in low-wage businesses 
because it’s a union state and 
the cost of living here is high. 

The county needs to con-
struct a building at the county 
airport as an incubator for new 
businesses, he said.
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Lower Twp. expects more seniors, 
businesses at the airport by 2034

Higher seawall may be biggest change in 2034 Cape May

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — Fast-forwarding 
20 years into the future, Mayor 
Michael Beck sees a stable 
senior population in Lower 
Township and a number of 

small businesses operating 
from the county airport.  

Beck said he suspects the 
township will see a slight re-
duction in population, as will 
the other towns in the county, 
over the next 10 years. He at-
tributed that to the worsening 

state of the casino industry.
“To use an old saying, ‘If 

Atlantic City sneezes, we catch 
cold,’” he said. “We have a sig-
nificant amount of people that 
work up there, and for younger 
people that might be an issue.”

He noted declining casino 
business has affected ridership 
on the Cape May-Lewes Ferry.

Beck said he sees the town-
ship continuing to partner 
with the Delaware River and 
Bay Authority and county to 
develop small businesses that 
have a specialty at the coun-
ty airport. Those businesses 
would fit in with the tourist 
industry, he said.

“You’re not going to get Boe-
ing to relocate here and build 
a plant,” Beck said. 

He said the area has a slew 
of issues that would prohibit a 
large company from relocat-
ing here.

The township can use meth-
ods to attract small businesses 
that may not hire hundreds 
of people but combined may 
amount to hundreds of jobs, 
Beck said.

He said there is a percep-
tion that it is not economically 
advantageous for a pensioner 
to move here since taxes are 
lower in Southern states. He 
said Philadelphia has seen a 
significant exodus of residents 
over the past 25 to 30 years, 
with some relocating to the 
county.

“There’s just not the same 
numbers fleeing the city as 
their used to be,” Beck said.

He said the goal of govern-
ment is to create the right 
environment for small busi-
nesses to succeed while trying 
to keep the local tax rate as low 

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — In the year 
2034, this National Historic 
Landmark city probably will 
not look a lot different than it 
does today, other than having 
a higher seawall, a recreation 
area on Lafayette Street and a 
longer Promenade.

Mayor Edward Mahaney 
said that in 20 years, the 
city should have completed 
the necessary infrastructure 
improvements to protect it 
from water invasion with a 
higher seawall in the eastern 
end of town, including the in-
stallation of a boardwalk and 
construction of a bulkhead at 
Delaware Avenue to protect 
the roadway, the city and the 
U.S. Coast Guard base.

“I would look at structures in 
the town as they’re renovated, 
since we’re built out, to be built 
at a higher elevation to sustain 
the city against the oncoming 
tides of storms,” he said.

Mahaney said beach replen-
ishment would continue until 
at least 2040. 

“Those factors together 
should make us sustainable 
physically from storm damage 
to the maximum extent pos-
sible,” Mahaney said.

In 20 years, Cape May still 
would be a tourist-related 
town economically, he said.

“What we have to continue 
to extend is that economic 
prong to have the tourism be 
on a four-season basis,” he 
said. 

Maintenance of the Coast 
Guard base will be essential. 
He said he believes the base 
will still be operating here in 
20 years.

Mahaney said he expects 
the Coast Guard will develop 
higher-tech rescue boats and 
cutters that will draw less wa-
ter, “so that the harbor, with 
its continuing silt factor, will 
not impede them to the point 
where they will have to close 
that base.” 

Mahaney said he sees the 
commercial fishing industry 
continuing to prosper as the 
third prong in the city’s econ-
omy and also to be Cape May’s 
industrial employer. He said 
he believes the amount of sea-
food consumed will increase, 
partially due to economic fac-
tors worldwide.

“We’ve been the one coun-
try where management of fish 
supplies has been the most 
effective so that we continue 
to have supplies of all the spe-
cies and to maintain them and 
to grow them,” Mahaney said.

He cited the development 
of Cape May Salt Oysters and 
Cape May being the home of 
scallops around the world. 

With initiatives in the public 
and private sectors, Mahaney 
said Cape May could establish 
enough units of affordable 
housing to recruit and keep 
younger families in order to 
have a diversity of population.

He said another factor is 
to keep the city’s workforce 

housing in town to keep the 
economy going on a year-
round basis.

“That hopefully puts enough 
children in school, along with 
the Coast Guard, that we con-
tinue to have an educational 
program here,” he said. 

Mahaney said within 20 
years, there may be an agree-
ment to consolidate Cape 
May City Elementary and 
West Cape May Elementary 
schools. He said the city and 
the community are working 
well together to use the Cape 
May City Elementary School 
building on a full-day and 
year-round basis.

Mahaney said with the in-
stallation of a new swimming 
pool and a new Lafayette 
Street park, Cape May El-
ementary could become a 
21st century school that has 
living classrooms on the play-
ing field. 

A higher seawall may also 
change the makeup of build-
ings on the Promenade, which 

was built after the 1962 storm, 
he said. Convention Hall will 
still be open in 2034, with 
some buildings around it that 
support its operations, he said. 

The core of Cape May, with 
its numerous historic homes, 
is not likely to change, he said.

“The architecture of our 
town is the second-most-noted 
reason after the beaches for 
coming to Cape May,” he said. 

Mahaney said he does not 
believe the number of year-
round residents will increase 
unless there is a change eco-
nomically in the world econ-
omy that gives Cape May 
County an edge in a non-man-
ufacturing type industry. The 
city will continue to maintain 
its value as a premier tourist 
destination, he said.  

“I see the population hope-
fully maintaining its current 
level,” Mahaney said. “Our 
major task will be to maintain 
the scope of the socio-econom-
ic classes we have now and 
not become a reclusive com-

munity for wealthy people.”
He said that is an easy 

road to follow but it would 
undermine the ability of the 
town to function as a compre-
hensive full-service city on a 
year-round basis that is the 
key to Cape May’s survival 
economically. 

Mahaney said the city is 
able to provide all the neces-
sary services on a year-round 
basis. He said that is tied to 
having an economy that func-
tions year round and having a 
population that lives in Cape 
May year round. 

That population must be 
large enough to sustain that 
while using the tourist dollars 
to actually provide those extra 
services. He said visitor rev-
enue is needed on a 10-and-a-
half-month basis.

In 2012, Cape May achieved 
Plan Endorsement status from 
the state, which included a 20-
year vision plan that focuses 
on the economy, housing, 
education and zoning.

Forecast 2034

See Lower Twp., Page A3

Continued from Page A1

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN DAILY
HAPPY HOUR • 4pm – 6:30pm

Dollar Oysters • Dollar Clams • Mon. – Thurs.

DINNER from 5pm

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

APPETIZERS
Farm Fresh  

Asparagus Amandine

Blacken Sea Scallops

Crabmeat Terrine

Havana Bay Shrimp

Tuna Beignets

Bayou Oyster Stew

ENTREES
Chilean Sea Bass Creole

Florida Keys Red Snapper

Cajun Shellfish Gumbo

Blackened Prime Rib

DESSERTS
Key lime pie

Bread Pudding

APPETIZERS
Atlantic Cape Calamari

Point Judith Crab Torta

Seafood Salad

Beef Carpaccio

Caprese Salad  
‘Meta Secca’

ENTREES
Shrimp and Scallop

Pescatore

Seafood Fra Diavolo

Lemon & Herb  
Crusted Salmon

Tuscan Short Ribs

DESSERTS
Lemon Ricotta 
Cheesecake

Panna Cotta

Exotic  
New Orleans  

accented Cuisine

Seafood with an 
Italian Flair

412 Bank Street
Cape May, NJ 08204

RESERVATIONS:  
609.884.0366

ONLINE: frescoscapemay.com

F R E E  P A R k I N g

The ResTauRanTs  
on Bank sTReeT

410 Bank Street
Cape May, NJ 08204

RESERVATIONS:  
609.884.2127

ONLINE: 410bankstreet.com

           

         

  

         

       

 

       

 

407 Washington Street Mall •  609-884-0334 • henryscm.com

 

     

S I N C E  1 9 7 2

Scott Thomas
DESIGNS

Victorian

America’s
1st Resort

WEAR
YOUR
PRIDE

OPEN DAILY

Cape May
D E S T I N AT I ON  B R AC E L E T  CO L L E C T I ON™

The

TREASURES

CAPE MAY, NJCAPE MA , NJYCAPE MA

**Get On UP R 11:50, 3:00, 6:50, 9:45
**Guardians of the Galaxy  PG-13 11:00, 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00
**3D Guardians of the Galaxy  PG-13 12:00, 3:10, 6:40, 9:30
**Lucy R 11:30, 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:50
**Hercules PG-13 11:10, 4:10, [9:40]
**3D Hercules PG-13 1:50, [7:15]
**Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles PG-13 Thursday Premier 7:00
**3D Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles PG-13 Thursday Premier 9:20
Planes: Fire and Rescue PG 11:20, 1:30, 4:00, [7:00]
**And So It Goes PG-13 [9:10]
**The Hundred-Foot Journey PG Thursday Premier 7:00, 9:45
Sex Tape R 4:40
The Purge:Anarchy R 11:40, 2:20, [7:40], [10:05]
**3D Step Up:All In PG-13 Thursday Premier 8:00
**Dawn of the Planet of the Apes PG-13 10:50, 1:40, 4:25, 
7:10 (Fri-Mon), [9:55]
**Dragon Ball Z-Battle of Gods PG 7:30 (Tues - Thur)
**Into the Storm PG-13 Thursday Premier 9:30

AUGUST 1st THRU AUGUST 7th

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
Advance Tickets Available at

www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247 

(609) 368-0982 
24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES

** No Passes • [ ] Friday - Wednesday


