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Biking for a cause: The tour de Cape May
is scheduled for May 31 at ferry terminal

Coast Guard change-of-watch
ceremony held in Cape May

By  ALEXANDRA CANAL
Special to the Star and Wave

The Tour de Cape May, 
which began last year as a way 
to raise money in honor of a for-
mer Lower Cape May Regional 
educator, was so popular that it 
will be returning this year.

The Tour de Cape May bike 
ride is scheduled to begin at 8 
a.m. Saturday, May 31, at the 
Cape May-Lewes Ferry park-
ing lot. 

The race is either 10 miles 
or 20 miles, depending on the 
preference of the rider, and is 
meant to serve as a fun, out-
door event to benefi t the Cape 
Educational Fund.

The Cape Educational Fund, 
a local, community-based non-
profi t organization was created 
in 1981 to promote quality 
education in Cape May County 
schools.

Jan Randle, a French teach-
er at Lower Cape May Re-

gional High School and the 
recently appointed president 
of the Cape Educational Fund, 
started the event last year in 
honor of the late Gene Fole, a 
previous principal of the high 
school. 

“Gene died of cancer. He 
was sort of local hero, a mag-
nifi cent man. I started the race 
as a fellowship in his honor and 
created the Gene Fole Schol-
arship,” Randle said. “A lot 
of people came out for him. I 
wasn’t going to do it again this 
year, but it was just so fun and 
everyone kept asking.” 

This year’s Tour de Cape 
May proceeds, in combination 
with donations from sponsors 
and various foundations, will 
go toward grants for innova-
tive Cape May County teach-
ers.

The Cape Educational Fund 
gives grants to Cape May 
County teachers of as much as 
$500. Teachers had to submit 

their applications by May 1. 
“Previous winners have 

done creative things like mak-
ing fi shing rods with students, 
just extra things that cost time 
and money from teachers’ own 
pockets,” Randle said. “We 
give all the money away and 
try to give out 12 grants, so 
our goal is to raise between 
$5,000 to $6,000 to give away,” 
she added. 

Last year, 110 riders partici-
pated in the race. Randle said 
30 riders already have signed 
up, “but it is hard to say an ex-
act turnout for this year. A lot 
of people sign up last-minute. 
Regardless, it is a community 
event and a beautiful, fun ride.” 

Registration costs $10 in 
advance or $15 on the day of 
the ride. The fee includes a T-
shirt and a drawstring bag or 
wristband. Registration forms 
and more information on the 
event can be found at www.
tourdecapemay.com.

By JOHN COOKE
Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — When Mi-
chael P. Leavitt joined the U.S. 
Coast Guard 32 years ago and 
completed boot camp in Cape 
May, he probably didn’t envi-
sion his own change-of-watch 
ceremony on the same parade 
fi eld from where he graduated. 
His original interest in the 
Coast Guard piqued when he 
saw a poster on a telephone 
pole in his hometown

On May 22, Master Chief 
Petty Officer Steven W. 
Cantrell relieved Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Coast 
Guard Leavitt in a ceremony 
presided over by the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, 
Adm. Robert Papp. The com-
mandant was introduced with 
a volley of cannon fi re to open 
the ceremony on the parade 
grounds of Training Center 
Cape May, the Coast Guard’s 
only boot camp location.

In his remarks, Papp re-
called interviewing Leavitt for 
the offi ce. Leavitt called the 
admiral’s offi ce to reschedule 
the interview so he could be 
available for the birth of his 
grandchild. Papp commented 
“the master chief’s priority of 
family fi rst made a signifi cant 
impact on the selection deci-
sion.”

The change-of-watch cer-
emony is a time-honored event 
preserved by the rich heritage 
of naval tradition. It is a for-
mal custom that is designed 

to strengthen the respect of 
authority, which is vital to 
any military organization. The 
highlight of the ceremony is 
reached when both members 
read their orders, face one 
another, salute and transfer 
responsibility of command.

Immediately following the 
change of watch, Leavitt re-
tired after 32 years of service. 
During his service, he received 
numerous personal awards, 
including the Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal. He said he plans 
to return to his hometown of 
Fruitland, Idaho, and serve in 
his community as an athletic 
coach. 

Cantrell enlisted in the Coast 
Guard in September 1983 and 
attended Recruit Training 
Center in Cape May. He be-
comes the 12th Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Coast 
Guard.

“To the men and women of 
the world’s best Coast Guard, 
I am proud to wear the same 
uniform as all of you,” Cantrell 
said. “I am honored to be af-
forded the opportunity to be 
your voice. To Master Chief 
Leavitt, I would like to say 
‘Thank you. Thank you, both 
Mike and Deb, for your years 
of service and sacrifi ce. I wish 
you and your family fair winds 
and calm seas in the next chap-
ter of your lives.’”

Cantrell is reporting from 
his previous assignment as 
command master chief of 
Coast Guard Atlantic Area.

The responsibilities and 

activities of the MCPOCG 
include: assisting in the de-
velopment of policy for man-
aging the enlisted work force 
of the Coast Guard; traveling 
to units to address service 
members on quality-of-life 
and personnel issues; formal 
testimonials before Congress; 
representing enlisted quality-
of-life issues by speaking to 
various civilian and military 
committees and forums; and 
maintaining a strong rela-
tionship with service organi-
zations and companies that 
support enlisted-personnel 
issues.

The office of the master 
chief petty offi cer of the Coast 
Guard was established by 
legislative action on Aug. 
27, 1969, to provide the com-
mandant of the Coast Guard 
with a personal adviser and 
assistant in matters affecting 
the enlisted members of the 
service, both active-duty and 
reserve, and their families. 
The MCPOCG is the most 
senior enlisted member of the 
Coast Guard. 

The normal tour of assign-
ment is four years, which 
runs concurrently with the 
commandant. The MCPOCG 
must be a living example of 
the Coast Guard’s core values 
of honor, respect and devo-
tion to duty. Individuals who 
are selected to serve in this 
prestigious position must pos-
sess the highest standards of 
professionalism and personal 
integrity.

John Cooke/Special to the CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
U.S. Coast Guard Master Chief Petty Offi cer Steven W. Cantrell, right, relieved Master Chief Petty Of-
fi cer Michael P. Leavitt, left, during a ceremony Monday at Training Center Cape May. In the middle is 
Commandant of the Coast Guard Adm. Robert Papp.
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Chairman resigns

GREAT STEAKS and SEAFOOD

615 Lafayette Street • Cape May, NJ • 609-884-2111

OPEN DAILY
HAPPY HOUR • 4pm – 6:30pm

Dollar Oysters • Dollar Clams

DINNER from 5pm

SOMA NewArt Gallery
Carpenters Square Mall | 31 Perry Street | Cape May | NJ 08204

Gallery Hours: Open daily 10am - 10pm
609.898.7488 somagallery.net facebook:SOMA-newart-gallery

Three SOLO Exhibitions
You’re Invited!

Artist Opening Reception
Saturday, May 31st
6:00 to 9:00 pm

Exhibition continues to June 29th

MARIE NATALE
Cape May: Translation in Color
Watercolors

Marie Natale “Happy Hour Serenade” Watercolor, 17" x 12.25"

JIM INZERO
Waterscapes
Encaustic Paintings

Jim Inzero “Big Sky” Beeswax on Panel, 30" x 30"

BEATRICE CORON
Waves & Raves
Papercuts

Beatrice Coron “Cape May Forever” Cut Tyvek, 16" x 12"

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY FROM 11:30AM

Coldest Beer 
in Cape May!

14 ON TAP
Dogfish Head Craft Brews

Cape May Brewery Honey Porter
Leinenkugal Summer Shanty

Sierra Nevada Limited Selections
Stella Artois

Featuring All Natural
ORGANIC BEEF & CHICKEN

PLUS! Healthy Kids Menu
BeST GLUTeN FRee 

MeNU AT THe SHORe

THIN CRUST BRICK
OVEN PIZZA

$13 ALL DAY • UNTIL 5:00PM

Lucky 13

SUNDAY: Oven-Roasted Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Rich Gravy
MONDAY: Grilled Local Fish Tacos, Pico de gallo, 

Baha Sauce & Fresh Crema
TUSeDAY: Low-Country Shrimp & Grits

WeDNeSDAY: Local Artisan Bucatini Pasta 
pan-tossed rustic Marinara two ¼lb house-rolled Meatballs

THURSDAY: Sautéed Fresh Calves’ Liver, Onions & Bacon
FRIDAY: Beer Battered Fried Fisherman Platter 

Local Hand-Shucked Clams, Gulf Shrimp,
Local Catch, Hand-cut Fries & Slaw

At the Carroll Villa Hotel • 19 Jackson Street, Cape May NJ
609-884-5970 • madbatter.com • carrollvilla.com

OPEN FULL TIME!
DINNER from 5pm • BREAKFAST & LUNCH 8am – 3pm

Gluten-free menus available for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Vegan and vegetarian fare

HAPPY HOUR Daily 3 – 6pm featuring Half Price Drinks!
LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT
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an implied contract, which is 
recognized by the law.

He said even couples who 
live together for many years 
often want to make a public 
declaration of their love for 
one another.

“That’s what I see us doing 
right now,” Papp said.

He compared the process to 
become a Coast Guard Com-
munity to an engagement 
with the “nuptials upcoming.” 
A committee made a recom-
mendation to Papp, which he 
approved. Procedure requires 
90-day public notice before it 
becomes offi cial.

“There will be no problem,” 
he said.

Papp was presented with 
proclamations from the county 
freeholders and state Assem-
blyman Sam Fiocchi (R-1st).

Mahaney presented Papp 
and his wife, Linda, with a 
painting of Cape May’s Rotary 
Park bandstand by artist Patri-
cia Rainey.

Papp will retire from the 
Coast Guard on May 30.

Continued from Page A1

“I don’t see that happen-
ing,” he said. 

Johnson said he had mixed 
emotions on leaving the board. 

“I believe I did the right 
things,” he said. “Doing com-
munity service in this munici-
pality is no easy task.”

He said as a ratepayer he 
sees the importance of keep-
ing the LTMUA as a separate 
authority, and questions the 
projected savings.

The people of the town-
ship hear shutting down the 
LTMUA will save $1 million 
per year, but nobody asks the 
question exactly where are the 
savings coming from, Johnson 
said.

He said savings may come 
only from vacated positions 
such as the executive direc-
tor’s salary. 

Johnson said the township 
would have to hire one to two 
employees to handle billing. 
 The township could save a 
couple of hundred thousand 
dollars by reducing salaries, 
he theorized.

“This $1 million pie-in-the-
sky in a $10 million operation, 
I hardly think so,” he said. 

Johnson said he believes 
the township was required 
by state statute to fi ll his seat 
within 60 to 90 days. He said 
the LTMUA was hoping to 
get a Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection permit 
and a USDA grant to connect 
an additional 3,000 homes to 
municipal water service.

“Who knows now what will 
happen, if they will give it to 
us?” Johnson said.

He said he was “highly 
disappointed” with Mayor Mi-
chael Beck and his offi ce for 
not reaching out to the board 
of commissioner to discuss 
ways to improve operations 
at the LTMUA.

“We did shared services, we 
did everything we thought a 
good neighbor does, but we 
didn’t get that on the other 

end,” Johnson said.
Beck told the Star and Wave 

that his first responsibility 
was to the township. He said 
the dissolution would be good 
not only for LTMUA ratepay-
ers but also for Lower Town-
ship taxpayers. 

Beck said the $1 million in 
savings resulting from dis-
solvement of the LTMUA was 
projected in a professional 
audit.

“Even if it was a third 
of that, you’re still talking 
$300,000,” he said. “I don’t 
think we will know the full 
benefi ts until the day we dis-
solve it. “

Beck said he did not believe 
anyone could dispute that a 
lot of money could be saved 
by dissolving the LTMUA. 
He said dissolving the au-
thority was the smart thing 
to do from an administrative 
perspective.

“This is exactly what the 
taxpayers elected us to do, 
which is to get rid of the waste 
in government, and this is 
what this council must do,” 
he said. 

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

Call Theatre for times 
609-889-4799

or visit us at franktheatres.com

HARBOR 5 THEATRE
** Advance Tickets Available at

www.franktheatres.com
271 96th Street • Stone Harbor, NJ 08247  

24 Hour Movie Times 609-368-7731
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