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Dine After Nine... Like a Parisian
THE PERFECT  CAPE MAY EVENING

Linger After Five on the Beach... Cocktail on the Schooner... Afternoon Paddle Board at Cape May Marina...
Sunset Beach Flag Ceremony... Aqua Trail Kayak after 5 pm... THEN... LATE DINNER AT THE WASHINGTON INN

BE SEATED AFTER 9PM AND RECEIVE 20% OFF THE ENTIRE BILL, 
EVERY NIGHT EXCEPT SATURDAY
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Wine School Jam
Every Sunday · 1pm · $30 

Wine tasting class and live Music 
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Blue moon over Cape May
A blue moon shines above Victorious Cape May, the former Eldridge Johnson House built in 1882, and the former Cape May Star and 
Wave building July 31. A blue moon is either the third of four full moons in a season or the second full moon in a month. It occurs when 
there are 13 full moons in a calendar year.

Frank L. Thomson was assistant
with West Cape May Boy Scouts

Cape May man
arrested in sex
assault of boy

CAPE MAY — Frank L. “San-
dy” Thomson, 68, of Cape May, 
was arrested for alleged ag-
gravated sexual contact, luring/
enticing a child and two counts 
of endangering the welfare of 
a child, according to county 
Prosecutor Robert Taylor.

At the time of his arrest, 
Thomson was an assistant 
scoutmaster of West Cape May 
Boy Scout Troop 73 as well as 
the treasurer at the Corinthian 
Yacht Club in Cape May.

According to a news release, 
on July 16, the Special Victims 
Unit of the county Prosecutor’s 
Offi ce received a call from a 
concerned citizen who related 
suspicious activity regard-
ing an 11-year-old male and 
Thomson. A joint investigation 
was started by the Prosecu-
tor’s Office Special Victims 
Unit and the Cape May police 
relating to the suspicious activ-
ity. After several interviews, it 
was learned that Thomson was 
“grooming” the young juvenile 
for sexual purposes by buying 
him expensive gifts. These 
interviews also led investiga-
tors to another juvenile male 
who was allegedly sexually 
assaulted by Thomson several 

years ago, according to the 
Prosecutor’s Offi ce.

Thomson was arrested July 
25 and charged with one count 
of luring/enticing a child by 
various means and endangering 
the welfare of a child concern-
ing the 11-year-old juvenile.

On July 28, Thomson was 
again charged with aggravated 
sexual contact and endangering 
the welfare of a child concern-
ing the sexual assault that al-
legedly occurred several years 
ago.

Taylor stated the crimes are 
subject to a term of imprison-
ment of three to 10 years in 
state prison. Thomson was 
lodged in the Cape May County 
Jail in lieu of $175,000 full cash 
bail assigned by Judge Dorothy 
Garrabrant.

Taylor stated this is an ongo-
ing investigation and urges any 
citizens who may have informa-
tion concerning this investiga-
tion to contact the Prosecutor’s 
Offi ce at (609) 465-1135. He  fur-
ther stated that his offi ce would 
continue to work hand and hand 
with each municipality in the 
county to target sexual preda-
tors that prey on the children of 
Cape May County.

Gulf Stream pushed jellyfi sh closer to shore

Lower Twp. approves limited ban of dogs on beach

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The appear-
ance of jellyfish on ocean 
beaches here and in Cape 
May Point is not common, but 
a change in the Gulf Stream 
this year brought more of the 
stinging pests closer to shore, 
according to Montclair State 
University Marine Biology and 
Coastal Sciences Director Paul 
Bologna.

“What we think is happening 
is the Gulf Stream has been 
a little bit close and that has 
allowed coastal species to get 
pushed in,” he said. “That’s 
where we think the Portuguese 

man-of-wars were coming in 
about a month ago.

“That can be one of those 
processes that pushes most of 
our common coastal species 
even closer because they’re 
getting squeezed westward 
because of the Gulf Stream,” 
he continued.

Bologna said jellyfi sh sight-
ings run in cycles, with some 
years more active than others 
depending on water tempera-
ture. 

Lion’s mane and the mush-
room cap jellyfi sh have been 
spotted in Cape May County 
waters, he said. 

Portuguese man-of-wars 
washed ashore last month in 

Cape May, Cape May Point, 
Wildwood and Stone Harbor, 
but no stings were reported. 

Bologna said Barnegat Bay 
has a sizable population of sea 
nettles and for the last couple 
years more reports have come 
in of the translucent creatures 
showing up in the Cape May 
area. Bologna said one of his 
students spotted a large sea 
nettle in the Cape May Canal 
while conducting research.

“I would suspect that they’re 
in a lot of the back bays in all 
of New Jersey, it’s just that 
there’s too few of them to be-
come a nuisance for the time 
being,” he said.

A few weeks ago on the Del-

marva Peninsula, the Mary-
land coast experienced a wash-
up of tiny salps, Bologna said.

He said he has no problem 
holding jellyfi sh — such a moon 
jellies and sea nettles — in his 
hands because the stingers are 
not tough enough to penetrate 
a hand but will cause a painful 
sting on an arm or leg. 

“If you see jellyfi sh washed 
up on the beach, there’s a high 
probability that they’re sitting 
in the water,” Bologna said.

A Facebook page called 
“New Jersey Jelly Spotters” 
is available to post reports of 
sightings. 

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — Lower Township Coun-
cil voted 3-2 Monday to approve 
an ordinance that bans dogs from 
township-owned beaches from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. Republican Councilmen 
David Perry, Erik Simonsen and Tom 
Conrad voted for the ordinance, while 
Mayor Michael Beck and Deputy 
Mayor Norris Clark cast “no” votes.

Perry said while campaigning in 
Ward Two last year, residents asked 

for better conditions on the beach 
during peak hours.

“I am defi nitely in favor of getting 
this ordinance passed so we can have 
a beach in Lower Township that is for 
everyone, not just a select group but 
everyone, for families, for pet owners, 
for everyone,” he said.

During public comment, Villas 
resident Helen Thompson, who was 
able to obtain an injunction to stop the 
implementation of an earlier version 
of the ordinance, stated there were no 
dog bites on township-owned beaches 
in 2013, 2014 and none so far in 2015.

“This whole ordinance is based on 
misrepresented facts. I guess what-
ever you guys deem are facts you 
make up,” she said.

Perry said he did not make up facts 
and the information he gave out was 
the information he received.

Thompson said Perry disseminated 
false information on dog bites on the 
beach that was then reported by the 
media.

Beck said there was no enforce-
ment of an old ordinance that banned 
dogs from township beaches. 

“It’s so blatantly obvious that we 

had no ordinance when we had signs 
up that says put leashes on your dogs 
on an area that we ourselves had an 
old ordinance that says they are not 
even supposed to be there,” he said. 
“Why would we put signs up that say 
curb your dog, put a leash on them if 
dogs are supposed to be there?”

He said the ordinance was not be-
ing put in place due to dog bites on 
the beach or dozens and dozens of 
leash violations. 

“Show me a ticket that’s been writ-
ten since 1985,” Beck said.

Thompson, reading from incident 

report, said there were two dog-
on-dog bites on the beach, no bites 
involving people from 2013 to 2015. 

Villas resident Patience Carroll 
said she felt the ordinance was a fair 
compromise for some.

“You were asked in four meetings 
to provide the information and the 
facts, and we still don’t have them 
in reference to dog bites,” she said. 

Township Manager Jim Ridg-
way said he provided resident Bill 
Greenfi eld with documents pertain-

Special to the CAPE MAY STAR AND WAVE
Susan Allen of Port Republic snapped this photo of a Portuguese 
man-of-war in the south end of Ocean City. See Gulf Stream, Page A2

See Limited ban, Page A3


