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Cape May Point commission candidates face off in debate

By RACHEL SHUBIN
Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT — The
Cape May Point Taxpayers’
Association (CMPTA) spon-
sored a forum featuring the
four candidates running for
Borough Commission.

The candidates are incum-
bents Anita VanHeeswyk and
Bob Moffatt, and newcomers
Mary Kelly and Catherine
Busch. The event was moder-
ated by Corinne Robinson of
the League of Women Voters
of Cape May County.

“In our form of govern-
ment, three commissioners
are elected at large every
four years,” CMPTA presi-
dent Connie Campanella said.
“The offices they hold carry
legislative and executive
responsibilities. Each is paid
$10,000 per year for their
services. Potential questions
for the forum were drafted
by a three-person commit-
tee of the CMPTA board of
directors.”

VanHeeswyk first ran for
election in 2008 and has
served on the Planning Board,
Environmental Commission,
Friends of Lake Lily and as
a trustee of St. Peters by the
Sea. She said her priority
issues from 2008 included
stopping tax increases, af-
fordable housing protections,
plan endorsement from the
state, fight against the elimi-
nation of Cape May Point
school district, clean up the
proliferation of trash corrals
and beach fortification for the
protection of the town.

“We all agree the quality
of life in Cape May Point is
exceptional. The important
work is never done and I
would consider it a privilege
to be allowed to continue the
work that needs to be done for
all of us,” Van Heeswyk said.

Moffatt thanked the other
candidates running for com-
missioner, even in difficult
times. He said he believes
in working together for a
common goal and focusing
on the positive aspects of the
community.

“I am the present mayor
of Cape May Point and I am
here because many of my
neighbors, your neighbors,
asked me to continue to work
for the borough on their be-
half,” Moffatt said. “Cape
May Point is much more than
a collection of houses at the
shore. I believe all of us are
here today because we want
to preserve the unique char-
acter and sense of place that
is Cape May Point.”

Busch said she has served
her local communities in
various positions, as well as
volunteer activities in Cape
May Point, including volun-
teering with the Cape May
Bird Observatory, CMPTA

and civic club, combined
Zoning and Planning Board,
chair of Environmental Com-
mission, and the Green Team.

“I’ve attended nearly every
borough meeting for the past
six years and gained an un-
derstanding of how the gov-
ernment works,” Busch said.

Kelly is the co-president of
the Planning Board, a non-
resident member of both the
Civic Club and CMPTA.

“Cape May Point is truly
a very special haven and I
think I might be able to bring
a fresh perspective to the
government,” Kelly said. “I
hope that as a commissioner
I could foster a more welcom-
ing government experience
with easy access to informa-
tion and participation for all.”

The first question asked the
candidates to explain their
strengths and weaknesses.

“I am organized, meet all
deadlines with work that I
do and my staff is respectful
of my expectations,” Van-
Heeswyk said.

Kelly said one of her great-
est strengths is intellectual
curiosity.

“Because I’m not in the
government currently that
would be a benefit should I
be invited to join the com-
missioners,” Kelly said. “One
of the weaknesses I've expe-
rienced in managing people
is setting very high expecta-
tions, which sometimes can
be unrealistic. On the upside,
I am willing to accept the fact
[if] I’ve made a mistake.”

Busch said listening to all
sides objectively and dis-
passionately was one of her
strengths.

“I hear all perspectives and
help all people to achieve a
consensus,” Busch said. “A
weakness for me might be
like many who volunteer, at
times in my life I have agreed
to do many things but have
delegated to ask others to
take over responsibilities I
would normally do myself.”

Moffatt said one of his
strengths is listening to oth-
ers, caring and diagnosing
the problem.

“As a weak point, I guess I
just don’t have enough time
to devote as much as I would
like to devote to these issues
in Cape May Point [because]
I have a full-time job,” Mof-
fatt said.

The second question asked
for the top two or three priori-
ties for each candidate.

“I would like to continue
to protect and preserve the
environment in our town,”
Busch said. “I would like to
better involve citizens in our
government and help keep
the town small, low-key and
welcoming as it is.”

Moffatt said his priorities
included maintaining the
town’s sense of community.
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“Not just the physical at-
tributes, but the sense of
community that I’ve grown
to love in this town,” Moffatt
said. “People take care of
each other, make sure they
are okay at home if they are
by themselves.”

Kelly agreed with Moffatt,
stating that there is a wonder-
ful sense of community in
Cape May Point.

“Even if you’ve been
here five, 10, or 20 years,
you’ve seen an evolution and
change,” Kelly said. “We’ve
managed to maintain the
goodness of this town and
I’'m hoping that by working
together, we can continue
that in the future.”

VanHeeswyk said infra-
structure issues were a top
concern for her. She said
people are the core of the
town and the best times are
when the community mem-
bers help each other.

“[The] infrastructure is-
sues [include] the beaches,
without [which] we would be
completely lost.”

Identifying the strengths
and weaknesses of Cape May
Point was the third question.

“I’'ve been very impressed
with the work that has been
done with the borough to
improve the environment at
Lake Lily,” Kelly said. “We
have tried very hard to ad-
dress quality of life issues
in the borough [like] noise,
traffic and trash. I think there
is more that we can do [in a
balanced way].”

VanHeeswyk said the bor-
ough’s strengths are numer-
ous.

“We’re here for one an-
other, care for people so they
can live here longer,” Van-
Heeswyk said. “Weaknesses
on personal issues, we can be
kinder and more respectful
at times.”

Moffatt said the strength
of the town is the people who
are drawn to Cape May Point.

“It’s a special person that
likes a little village like this,”
Moffatt said. “I think that
we do make the difference
when it comes to the beaches,
the lake and livability of the
town. The weaknesses, it’s
hard to adjust to changes,
especially the demographics
we are witnessing right now.
We need to figure out how to
handle that better than we
have.”

Busch echoed the other
candidates on the strength of
the people in Cape May Point.

“The infrastructure we
have in place in terms of
storm water management is
strength, as is the foresight
in revising the zoning codes
many years ago,” Busch said.
“The key weakness for us
is that we have a declining
year-round population. We
need to have enough people
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here to run a government
year-round. As property val-
ues increase here, it becomes
harder for longtime residents
to afford it.”

The fourth question asked
how the candidates would
address and follow through
with the increased number
of tourists, traffic and trash
in regards to maintaining the
diverse ecosystem.

“I think we would start
with trying to educate people
about the importance of feed-
ing the waterfowl in Lake
Lily,” Moffatt said. “We were
the first beach in New Jer-
sey to ban smoking on the
beaches because of the butts.
I think for those who rent or
buy in Cape May Point if they
are given a little bible of un-
derstanding about what this
town is all about and [our]
fragile ecosystem.”

Busch said education and
outreach are one of the things
the borough can do to en-
courage recycling, decrease
single-use plastics, dune pro-
tection and traffic calming.

It has been an extremely
difficult year and not just
for Cape May Point, Van-
Heeswyk said.

“It isn’t just Cape May
Point having problems,” Van-
Heeswyk explained. “Many
people don’t think as care-
fully as they should on vaca-
tion and these are long-term
issues.”

Education and outreach
is way to protect Cape May
Point, Kelly said.

“I know there is an aver-
sion to it, but I think that this
might be an opportunity for
education through signage,”
Kelly said. “It can be done
gracefully with artistic em-
bellishments and incorporat-
ed throughout the borough.”

The fifth question was a
multi-part question that en-
compassed increasing water
rates, flood insurance rates
and Cape May Point becom-
ing an enclave for only those
who can afford it.

“The consequences of that
change [are] people are not
coming here to retire, people
who own homes are retiring
and move away when they
need assisted living,” Van-
Heeswyk said. “The high
prices are people using their
homes just to vacation. The
water rates are something
as we talked about, we are
looking at an ordinance about
banning pools. The potable
water here is so pricey it’s
desalinated water and there’s
a limited amount.”

VanHeeswyk said the in-
creasing prices are a result
of the market and the gov-
ernment cannot limit who
purchases in Cape May Point.

“I don’t believe that Cape
May Point is an enclave for
only the wealthy. There are
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cottages that people want to
live in,” Kelly said. “A cot-
tage generally doesn’t lend
itself to what has happened
with new development. It’s a
reflection of what is going on
in the economy and I don’t
think there is a way for it to
be stopped.”

On the water issue, Kelly
said focusing on doubling ef-
forts to save trees for water
retention is an important
consideration.

“I take issue with the prem-
ise of the question. I don’t
think people are changing
who moves here because of
our water rates, flood insur-
ance and recycling,” Busch
said. “Coastal communities
are in demand throughout
the country and prices are
going up.”

Moffatt agreed with Van-
Heeswyk and Busch, Cape
May Point is not the only town
seeing these increases.

The sixth question was
what the candidate would
recommend doing if the bor-
ough received a million-
dollar grant with no strings
attached.

Busch said she would pur-
sue a pavilion in the pavilion
circle as a place for under-
cover events.

Moffatt said he would use
the money to bring people the
information they need when
building and expanding, or
considering flood insurance.

Kelly said she would up-
date the borough’s access to
communication online.

VanHeeswyk said she
would digitize years’ worth
of construction files.

Question seven asked how
the candidates would ensure
all “Pointers,” regardless of
age or ability, can enjoy the
beaches fully.

Kelly said Dune Day is a
wonderful thing, as well as
the plantings offered by the
CMPTA.

VanHeeswyk said she re-
ceived word that Cape May
Point’s municipal public ac-
cess plan was approved, al-
lowing the beaches to con-
tinue to be accessible.

Moffatt said the beach
patrol goes out of their way
to help people who have
problems getting on and off
the beach.

Busch said larger plat-
forms have been requested
for some beach entrances,
which may be worth pursu-
ing.

The eighth question asked
the candidates if they were
presented with a proposal
for a new piece of public in-
frastructure, how they would
determine if it was worth
implementing.

Moffatt said it is a process
the borough is currently go-
ing through this process with
the public works building and
emergency shelter to provide
safety and withstand a Cat-
egory S hurricane.

Busch said any large in-
frastructure project should
be evaluated to see if it is a
safety need for the borough,
how it has been engineered,
funded and undergo a trans-
parent process on why it’s
essential.

VanHeeswyk said doing a
cost/benefit analysis would
be important as well as the
lifespan of the building.

Kelly said taxes and budget
are a consideration she would
make. Depending on the
proposal, she would identify
experts to help evaluate the
assessment.

Question nine encom-
passed whether candidates
were satisfied or wanted to
change the Cape May Point
zoning codes.

VanHeeswyk said she
wouldn’t want to overstep the
Planning Board and would
hesitate to change anything
in the zoning without having

someone to look at it overall
and know the future effects.

Kelly agreed with Van-
Heeswyk, considering the
potential impacts as well as
tweaking the zoning docu-
mentation to consider new
weather patterns and the
master plan vegetation.

Busch said she is satisfied
with the zoning code. She said
she would consider promot-
ing sustainable and green
architecture as an incentive.

Question 10 addressed how
the candidates would change
Cape May Point’s lack of
involvement with social me-
dia and the inability to host
online meetings.

Busch said it’s essential for
homeowners to have access to
the latest information from
the borough. She would ex-
plore an electronic newslet-
ter and Zoom meetings after
the pandemic concludes.

Moffatt said he is not a fan
of social media and there
is more that can be done
to enhance communication
between residents and the
borough itself.

Kelly said she would like
to see the borough send text
alerts, streaming meetings
for those who can’t partici-
pate in meetings held during
the day and searchable data-
bases to review the commis-
sion minutes with ease.

VanHeeswyk has taken
classes on social media for
municipalities and the Cape
May Point lifeguards utilize
social media. But accessibil-
ity issues are a consideration,
she added.

Question 11 asked the can-
didates what would be their
approach to historic preser-
vation in Cape May Point.

Kelly said the problem is
everyone’s perspective of
what should be preserved is
different. Without assessing
the community’s desire, it
would be impossible to deter-
mine the correct approach.

“Millions of dollars were
spent on both sides trying
to save the Beach Theatre
in Cape May,” VanHeeswyk
said. “The city didn’t pre-
vail, the group trying to save
it didn’t prevail. Cape May
Point doesn’t have millions
of dollars to try to save some-
thing that the owner appeals
it.”

Moffatt said getting the
opinions of the Cape May
Point residents is important.

“Even if something is certi-
fied as historically significant,
the property owner can do
whatever they want with it.
They can demolish it,” Mof-
fatt said.

Busch said she supports
surveying the property own-
ers to find out what communi-
ty support there is for historic
preservation. Providing a
clear description of restric-
tions of property owners, the
cost to the borough and a list
of properties that would be
impacted would need to be
determined.

The final question was what
the borough government
could do to encourage more
people to become residents
and to support/foster volun-
teerism.

“We have many volunteers
in Cape May Point,” Moffatt
said. “When we do send out
letters we can make sugges-
tions for each effort.”

Busch said the borough
could work in partnership
with the volunteer groups to
make Cape May Point a four-
season community, such as
promoting seasonal activities.

VanHeeswyk said the mar-
ket is driven by the sunshine
and has a different dynamic
with people realizing they can
work from home.

Kelly said it all starts
with asking and talking with
neighbors to inform them of
activities.

HAVE YOU READ THE
“MESSAGES”

“Thank you for responding to my call”

Pray the Rosary
Our Blessed Mother and Pope John Paul I
asked us to pray the Rosary daily for PEACE.

The Rosary is prayed every day:
Monday — Saturday after the 8:30 am Holy Mass
at
St. Augustine’s Church
Monday — Saturday before the 9 am Holy Mass

at
St. Frances Cabrini Church

The Rosary is prayed:
Every Friday before the 4:00pm Holy Mass at

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
ALL ARE WELCOME!




