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Lower Twp. expanding weekly beach sweeps for animals
By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave
VILLAS — Lower Township is expanding its animalcontrol services to include
two officers patrolling beaches Mondays and Wednesdays
due to a high number of
complaints of dog behavior.
In January, Township
Council awarded a threeyear contract at an annual fee
of $56,000 to Shore Animal
Control Services. On Aug. 3,
Township Council approved

a change order for $4,000 to
cover the weekday patrols.
Township Manager Jim
Ridgway said he received
four weekly calls with results of the day from Shore
Animal Control for beach
entry points in at least 10
locations in North Cape May
and Villas.
He said last week most
persons obeyed the rules
with a violation written on
Cloverdale Avenue. Animal control personnel have
been handing out cards to

people at beach entry points
instructing them to call if
they encounter problems. He
said personnel have issued
citations as well as a lot of
warnings.
In other business, the
Roseann Avenue street
and drainage project had a
$604,000 reduction in the
final payment.
“There was a lot of back
and forth and this, this and
this,” Lower Township Manager Jim Ridgway said. “We
are certainly elated to be

finished.”
The total contract with
Mount Construction was
reduced to $1.9 million, reflecting as-built costs and
reductions in the scope of
work. The original contract
bid was $2.4 million.
Council approved the purchase of 16 KA-band radar
units for the police department at a cost of $36,784.
A professional services
contract with DeBlasio and
Associates for $57,000 was
approved by council for sur-

vey and base mapping, roadway coring and pavement
design, video inspection of
storm sewers and design
plan and specifications for
the reconstruction of Wilson
Drive, First, Second and
Third avenues on Schellenger’s Landing.
The contract states the
goal is to reconstruct the
roadways, elevate the pavement to the maximum extent
to mitigate flooding, evaluate
the existing storm sewer
system and install additional

storm sewer facilities as
needed. The township and
DeBlasio and Associates will
engage in discussion with affected property owners.
“The process will necessitate the survey of the township’s right of ways, the
location of private property
boundaries, replacement of
existing ‘custom’ driveways
and landscaping and the
possible construction entries
on private property,” states
a letter accompanying the
contract.

Resident, visitor virus cases level in county
By DAVID NAHAN
Cape May Star and Wave
Cape May County has
almost as many active COVID-19 cases among visitors
as it does among residents,
but the daily total of new
cases remains low.
There are now 51 active
cases among residents in
the county, including 10 in
Middle Township, eight in
Upper Township, seven in
Lower Township and six in
Woodbine. There were 39
cases among visitors to the
county.
North Wildwood, which
has three active cases
among residents, had eight
active cases among visitors.
Ocean City had seven cases
among visitors and five
among residents and Sea
Isle had five cases among
visitors and four among
residents.
On Monday, there were
only two new positive
test results for COVID-19
among visitors and two
more among residents. On
Sunday, there was only
one new positive among
residents (in Woodbine)
and none among visitors,
and on Saturday, one nonresident tested positive,

but there were seven new
cases spread out around the
county.
On Friday, Aug. 14, there
were six new cases among
residents and four among
visitors and the day before,
Aug. 13, there were five
among residents and three
among visitors. Health officials also reported a fatality – a 50-year-old man
from Woodbine due to COVID-19.
Cape May County has
now had 1,041 cases of COVID-19 and 83 fatalities,
still among the lowest in
counties across New Jersey.
Fifty-seven of the fatalities
were in long-term care, 33
of them in Lower Township
facilities.
On Monday, the state Department of Health reported
there have been 187,767
cases of COVID-19 since the
pandemic began and 14,077
deaths. There also have
been another 1,839 deaths
suspected to be caused by
the coronavirus.
Other current active
cases, as of Monday, included five non-residents
and one resident in Avalon;
four non-residents and two
residents in Cape May; and
three cases among non-

residents and one among
residents in both West Wildwood and Wildwood. There
were no active cases in Cape
May Point, the smallest
community in Cape May
County. In fact, there have
been no cases, period, in
Cape May Point during the
pandemic.
Lower Township (269),
Middle Township (211) and
Upper Township (115) have
had the highest number of
cases of coronavirus in the
county.
Counties grouped by
region for school cases
The state Department of
Health released new guidelines for schools including
more specific rules on how
schools should handle positive COVID-19 cases, when
they should ask students
in individual classrooms to
quarantine and when entire
schools should close. The
rules are general guidelines
and districts can opt to develop more stringent rules,
according to the county

Department of Health.
The county said the new
guidelines include a prevalence tracking system for
six state regions. Cape May
County is grouped with
Cumberland and Atlantic.
Should the prevalence of
COVID-19 become too high
in a region then that could
trigger a closing and schools
may be required to go all
remote learning, the county
reported.
Under the new guidelines:
should only one positive COVID be detected in a school
then the school can remain
open. Should anyone be in
close contact with a positive
case they are required to be
excluded from school for 14
days. Should two people in
the same classroom get sick
then the school can remain
open. However, everyone in
the cohort classroom could
be asked to quarantine.
If two or more people in
different classrooms have
confirmed COVID-19 cases
within 14 days at the same
school then the entire school
could be shut down.
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LET’S GET YOU BACK TO

BETTER

Every precaution. Every protocol. All for you.
It’s natural that you may have thought twice about a hospital visit or doctor’s appointment.
But nothing should keep you from getting the care that you need to feel better. That’s why
we’ve gone above and beyond to provide a safe, secure and comfortable environment.
How? With extra precautions like:
• Thermal scanning*
• Requiring face masks for all patients,
visitors and staff

• Removing nonessential
items that could spread
infection

• Changing the layout of our lounges and
waiting rooms to ensure physical distancing

• Additional hand
hygiene stations

• Increasing our cleaning and disinfecting

• Modified visitor policy

• Installing plexiglass shields

We’re ready. You’re safe. To schedule an appointment
with an AtlantiCare Physician Group provider, you
can book online at www.atlanticare.org/bookonline
or call 1-888-569-1000.

At select locations
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