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The Rea family, owners of Rea’s Farm, object to their former farmhouse being included as a 
contributing structure to the expanded historic district in West Cape May. ‘We feel we have 
the right to do with our land what we want,’ Diane Rea told Borough Commission.

A3WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2021

TIDES: Nov. 3-10, 2021
DATE HIGH LOW

A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
3 7:13 7:28 12:41 1:11
4 7:58 8:15 1:25 2:02
5 8:44 9:05 2:10 2:54
6 9:32 9:56 2:56 3:47
7 9:23 9:51 2:45 3:42
8 10:18 10:50 3:38 4:40
9 11:17 11:56 4:36 5:42
10  12:22 5:41 6:47

MOON PHASES
New moon, Nov. 4 • first quarter, Nov. 11

Ocean Wind 1 
open house
Join representatives from Ocean Wind 1, New Jersey’s first offshore 
wind farm, at an open house. Join in-person or virtually to hear a 
project update and to ask questions about this clean energy initiative 
which will help combat climate change and create jobs.  

When:   10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday, November 6th

                Doors open at 9:30 a.m.  
Where: Ocean City Music Pier, 825 Boardwalk, Ocean City 

To register for virtual participation, visit 
ocw1openhouse.eventbrite.com.

Socially distanced seating and a mask request will 
be in place to protect the health and well-being of 
all involved.

West Cape delays vote on expanding historic district
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY — 
Borough Commiss ion 
delayed introducing an 
ordinance to expand the 
borough’s historic district 
to allow more conversation 
with property owners.

The ordinance was on 
the agenda for introduc-
tion but was removed by a 
unanimous vote of Borough 
Commission during a meet-
ing Oct. 27. 

A building on Rea’s farm 
would be included in a new 
Stevens Street historic 
district. The structure was 
at one time a residence 
but is now used as a farm 
building. The Rea farm is 
part of the state farmland 
preservation program. 

Diane Rea said she ob-
jected to having the farm 
in a new historic district. 
She said the Rea family has 
lived on their land for 100 
years as of 2022. 

“We feel we have the 
right do with our land what 
we want,” she said. 

Rea said the historic 
farmhouse on the property 
is not used as a residence 
but is used as a farm build-
ing and contains a commer-
cial kitchen for canning 
and baking. The Rea family 
operates a farm stand on 
the property.

She said her family was 
trying to make the farm 
productive.

“To tell us what we can 
and cannot do with the 
building is not right,” Rea 
said. “We do not want the 
house put in a historic po-
sition.” 

It’s a small farm and the 
family does not have the 
fi nances to make improve-
ments to the farmhouse as 
would be required by the 
HPC, Rea said. 

The Reas have a contract 
to install new windows in 
the building that would 
not meet the standards of 
the HPC but would match 
other windows installed 

previosly, Deputy Mayor 
Peter Burke said. 

He said the Reas were 
not happy because they 
found out their building 
was to be included in the 
proposed expanded his-
toric district by reading it 
in the Cape May Star and 
Wave.

The borough’s Historic 
Preservation Commission 
(HPC) is not required to 
send notices to owners 
of homes proposed to be 
included in a historic dis-
trict, HPC Chairman Elan 
Zingman-Leith said.

Borough Commissioner 
John Francis II suggested 
as a form of transparency, 
homeowners should be 
contacted to inform them 
of being included. He said 
some owners of historic 
homes could be on fixed 
incomes and may not be 
able to fi x up their homes 
to HPC standards.

Zingman-Leith said the 
HPC does not require an 
owner to make any changes 
to their house. 

“When you want to make 
changes, the HPC does 
require that they are ap-
propriate to the building,” 
he said. “It doesn’t always 
mean the more expensive 
alternative.”

The HPC approved as-
phalt roofs because the 
labor cost for the installa-
tion of cedar shake roofs 
is high, Zingman-Leith 
said. The cost of a wooden 
window is not much more 
than a good vinyl window, 
he added.

The HPC’s work has not 
put much of a burden on 
the citizens of West Cape 
May, he said.

Zingman-Leith said the 
impetus for consideration 
of expanding the historic 
district began with confu-
sion over whether a partic-
ular house needed a permit 
because it had been identi-
fi ed in a survey of historic 
homes but not designated 
in a historic district.

He said Mayor Carol 

Sabo requested HPC mem-
bers determine if there 
were other homes in the 
borough that should be des-
ignated as part of a historic 
district. HPC commission-
ers found additional homes 
of historical significance 
and recommended the ex-
tension of the historic dis-
trict in several places and 
to create a noncontiguous 
part of the historic district 
on Stevens Street.

Homes in West Cape 
May’s historic district are 
included because of their 
architecture, he said. The 
borough does not have 
buildings associated with 
historical events, Zingman-
Leith said.

“The (HPC) commis-
sioners felt that this small 
group of buildings around 
Stevens Street are very 
signifi cant for architecture 
and for their structure; 
they’re very rare in the 
United States,” he said.

Zingman-Leith said the 
HPC was interested only 
in the former farmhouse on 
the Reas property, built in 
the 18th or possibly 17th, 
century, but no other build-
ings on the farm. He said if 
the Rea family wanted to 
change something on the 
house, the HPC would have 
to fi nd it appropriate.

Vinyl windows, vinyl sid-
ing or vinyl fencing would 
not be appropriate for the 
house, he said. Zingman-
Leith said the HPC did not 
overlap with the farmland 
preservation program.

“It’s intended to recog-
nize how wonderful this 
house is,” he said. “It’s 
really the only way in New 
Jersey that you can stop a 
building from being torn 
down.”

Zingman-Leith said the 
HPC was founded in West 
Cape May when an 18th-
century house was torn 
down across the street 
from Borough Hall. He 
said it would be awful if the 
homes on Stevens Street 
were lost.

Tabone joins St. Barnabas in Villas
VILLAS — St. Barn-

abas by the Bay Episcopal 
Church in Villas welcomes 
the Rev. Marcel Tabone to 
the parish. He is scheduled 
to celebrate his fi rst ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 7. 

Born and raised in Mal-
ta on the small island of 
Gozo, Tabone is the oldest 
of seven siblings. He was 
ordained in 1985 in Malta 
and continued his education 
in the United States. Tabone 
was received as a priest into 
the Episcopal Church by the 
Right Rev. William Stokes, 
bishop of New Jersey, ear-
lier this year. 

Tabone has been a mem-
ber of St. Stephen’s Epis-
copal Church in Waretown 
since 2017 and has assisted 
several diocesan parishes.

For more information 

about St. Barnabas by the 
Bay, at 13 W. Bates Ave. in 

Villas, call (609) 886-5960 or 
visit stbarnabasvillas.org.
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