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Lower man charged in burglary

County COVID risk level medium

CAPE MAY — Police ar-
rested a Lower Township 
man found sleeping on a 
couch in an unoccupied 
West Cape May home.

Authorities said Kevin 
Traughber, 31, was charged 
with two counts of criminal 
trespassing, one count of 
burglary, one count of theft 
and one count of criminal 
mischief. 

The charges were the 
result of the Cape May 
Police Department Patrol 
Division responding to a 911 
call reporting Traughber’s 
presence in the home. The 
caller, a friend of the owner, 
reportedly found Traughber 
when checking on the prop-
erty for the owner. 

Authorities said Traugh-
ber entered the home 
through an unlocked door. 

Officers on scene recog-
nized Traughber as a sus-
pect in a burglary reported 
Nov. 11

Further investigation 
identi f ied Traughber, 

through video surveillance, 
entering a separate home 
Nov. 9 and Nov. 10 through 
a sliding glass door where 
he had previously drilled 
out the lock, authorities 
said. 

Traughber reportedly en-
tered that home through an 
unlocked garage door, took 
the drill from the garage 
and drilled out the lock on 
the sliding glass door. Au-
thorities said he was wear-
ing the same clothes at the 
time of his arrest. 

Traughber was lodged in 
the Cape May County Jail.

Po l ice  Chie f  Dekon 
Fashaw urges anyone with 
additional information re-
lating to this investigation 
contact the Cape May Police 
Department Detective Divi-
sion at (609) 884-9500, re-
port anonymously through 
the Cape May County Sher-
iffs Tip Line at cmcsheriff.
net or through Cape May 
County Crime Stoppers at 
(609) 889-3597.

C A P E  M A Y  C O U R T 
HOUSE — Cape May County 
had 77 new cases of COVID 
last week, according to Covi-
dactnow.org. 

The web site reported 
12 hospital admissions per 
100,000 persons in the county. 

The COVID risk level is 
medium. Since many test 
for COVID at home without 
reporting positive cases to 
health care providers, the 
level is likely much higher, 
according to Covidactnow.
org. The county is averaging 

11 reported cases per day. 
According to the New York 

Times, which is tracking 
county COVID cases, the 
number of hospitalizations 
has increased. The New York 
Time concurs with an aver-
age of 11 new cases per day. 

On Nov. 18, 1,417 cases 
were reported statewide and 
14 deaths. At that time, New 
Jersey’s 71 hospitals reported 
1,032 patients with confirmed 
or suspected cases of COVID 
with 119 in intensive care and 
47 on ventilators.

YOU CAN OWN YOUR

www.sturdyonline.com

OWN HOME
Learn How At

Sturdy Savings Bank’s
MORTGAGE FAIR

•  Free Review of Your Credit Profile  
•  Can I Afford It?

  •  Mortgage Options  
•  The Tools to Home Ownership
*Any offer of credit is subject to credit approval.

3195 Route 9 South
Rio Grande

NMLS #410428

Seating may be limited. 
Please RSVP by calling (609) 463-5210 
or emailing fthbrsvp@sturdyonline.com.

A representative from Consumer Credit 
and Budgeting Counseling, Inc, not a Bank 

affiliate, will be at the event.

Taking place at our 
Rio Grande Branch:

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022
FROM 5:30 - 7:30 P.M.

AT OUR RIO GRANDE BRANCH
Free To Attend • Free Refreshments
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Care generously provided by: 

For information about becoming a patient,  
to volunteer, or to safely donate online: 
www.vimsj.org / 609-463-2846 

PATRICIA AND JIM COLLINS

DR. & MRS. CHRISTOPHER HARVEY

MARIE MACATEE

KATHLEEN AND MICHAEL QUINN

EDITH WALLACE

HHHHH Be #1 With #1 HHHHH

WEDNESDAY: 
Half Off Men’s Clothes

THURSDAY: 
Half Off Ladies Clothes

SATURDAY: 
Half Off Most Furniture

CHECK OUT OUR DAILY 
IN HOUSE SPECIALS!

VETERANS & PATRIOTS 
 THRIFT STORE 

BREAKWATER PLAZA • 609-884-6701
POST 82 AMVETS CAPE MAY COUNTY

3305 BAYSHORE ROAD N. CAPE MAY, NJ See Our Weekly 
Facebook Specials

At Veteran’s & Patriot’s Thrift Store, we have no payroll and no one gets a penny. After we pay our rent, electric, AC, heat & 
other bills, 100% of the balance of money goes to those in need. We also help support other charities in Cape May County. 
If you know someone in need, please all us at (609) 884-6701. Thank you and God bless you! ~ Bud Lutner, CMDR, VPCMC

HEAVY TRUCK & 
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS

Service Is What We Sell

210 Rt. 47 South, CMCH • 609-465-5344

Angelus Community singers

sCHeDuleD ConCerts

After a hiatus of almost two and a half years, 
the angelus chorus is ready to perform again. 

We are now known as the 
angelus community singers. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 • 3:00pm
MIDDLE TWP. PAC CENTER 

with The John Walter Band

MONDAY DECEMBER 5 • 7:30PM 
CAPE MAY METHODIST CHURCH 
625 WASHINGTON ST. CAPE MAY  

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 7 • 7:00pm
CAPE MAY CONVENTION HALL
714 BOARDWALK, CAPE MAY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 11 • 3:00pm
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH

9910 THIRD AVE. STONE HARBOR

TIDES: Nov. 23-30, 2022
DATE	 HIGH	 LOW
	 A.M.	 P.M.	 A.M.	 P.M.              
23	 6:56	 7:15	 12:17	 1:07
24	 7:41	 8:03	 1:01	 1:57
25	 8:28	 8:53	 1:48	 2:48
26	 9:19	 9:48	 2:38	 3:42
27	 10:13	 10:47	 3:32	 4:38
28	 11:12	 11:53	 4:31	 5:38
29		  12:16	 5:37	 6:40
30	 1:04	 1:23	 6:48	 7:41

MOON PHASES
New moon, Nov. 23 • first quarter, Nov. 30

Zoning Board rejects swimming pool in front yard

Lower wants rental license fees before season

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city’s 
Zoning Board unanimous-
ly voted against allowing 
a homeowner to place a 
swimming pool in their 
front yard at 1624 New 
Jersey Ave.

At a Nov. 17 meeting, at-
torney Thomas Keywood, 
re presen t i n g  T h om as 
O’Donnell, said the appli-
cant wished to build an 

addition to the front of the 
house.

Architect Joseph Ross 
said the applicant proposed 
adding a 16-foot by 23-foot 
porch, enclosing a carport 
beneath the house to create 
a garage, moving parking 
forward on the lot and plac-
ing a pool in the front yard. 
He said the city’s Historic 
Preservation Commission 
granted conceptual approv-
al to the plans. 

Ross said the home has 

little backyard and no side 
yard setbacks. He said the 
lot narrower toward the 
rear. 

“Our intent is to put in a 
264-square-foot pool with 
an appropriate patio ar-
rangement and two parking 
spaces in the front yard. 
However, all those items 
are conforming with regard 
for front setbacks,” Ross 
said.

He said a pool in the front 
yard would be a noncon-

forming use. The house sits 
as far back on the lot as 
possible. 

Only the front yard is 
developable, Ross said. He 
said the existing lot cover-
age of 26.1 percent would 
increase to 36.2 percent. 
Allowable lot coverage is 
45 percent.

Zoning Board engineer 
Craig Hurless said a city 
regulation does not allow 
a pool forward of the face 
of a house. He said the pro-

posed pool appears to be in 
conflict with existing water 
services.

During public comment, 
resident Alice Kay Mor-
ris said she owns property 
that abuts the applicant’s. 
She said the house appears 
“shoehorned” onto a very 
narrow section on the back 
of the property and the 
pool and addition would 

make the lot appear more 
congested.

Morris said renters of 
the house park cars on the 
sidewalk in front, forcing 
pedestrians into the street.

New Jersey Avenue resi-
dent Kurt Von Seekamm 
suggested the house be 
moved forward on the lot 
and the pool put in the new-
ly created backyard.

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — Lower Town-
ship Council introduced an 
ordinance that would require 
owners of short-term rental 
properties to buy a mercan-
tile license by March 15 each 
year.

Existing regulations re-
quire those engaged in the 
short-term rental business, 

including through Airbnb 
and VRBO, to purchase an 
annual mercantile license on 
or before July 15. 

The township determined 
the purchase of a mercantile 
license for short term rentals 
should occur before the start 
of the summer season.

The cost of a license would 
increase depending on the 
number of people the prop-
erty can accommodate. 

It would be $150 per year 
for one to six people, $240 
for seven to 11 and $325 for 
12 to 16.

Hotels and motels would 
have to pay an annual fee of 
$75 or $4 per unit, whichever 
is greater. 

Apartment houses or room-
ing houses would be charged 
an annual fee of $4 per unit 
or $50, whichever is greater.

Structures containing one 
or more separate units that 
are rented on a seasonal or 
year-round basis would have 
to pay an annual fee of $75 
per unit whether or not the 
lessee has a separate mercan-
tile license.

A late fee of $75 would 
be added for those who do 
not purchase a mercantile 
license by April 15.


