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Absent paychecks, Coasties depending on food pantry
By JACK FICHTER

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — As ex-
pected, U.S. Coast Guard 
personnel at Training Cen-
ter Cape May did not receive 
a paycheck Jan. 15 due 
to the partial government 
shutdown.  

Community support con-
tinues for a food bank oper-
ated by the Jersey Cape Mil-
itary Spouses Club headed 
by Jessica Manfre.

She said the Wildwood 
Elks Club wrote a $10,000 
check to the spouses club 
food pantry. Manfre said 
Seven Mile Brewery do-
nated $5,000 in a drive led 
by one of its waitresses. 

Coast Guard Air Station 
Atlantic City and Philadel-
phia Sector are now operat-
ing their own food pantries, 
she said. Manfre said the 
Cape May pantry has been 

sending food to those loca-
tions as well. 

On Jan. 19, the Chief Petty 
Offi cers Association (CPOA) 
sponsored a food pantry in 
Delaware for Coast Guard 
members, Manfre said. 

“We sent $2,000 to the 
CPOA in Greater Alaska 
and Anchorage because 
they are assisting all of the 
units there, because some of 
them are in a lot of trouble 
like Valdez and Cordova, 
some of the smaller ones 
that don’t have access to any 
resources,” she said. “They 
are doing pantries; they 
reached out for assistance, 
so we were able to help them 
because of this community.”

The Jersey Cape Military 
Spouses Club still has a need 
for cold food items such as 
milk, eggs and meat but is 
well stocked with dry foods, 
Manfre said. 

“Occasionally there are 

specific sizes of diapers 
we’ll run out of but we’re 
pretty good on nonperish-
ables,” she added.

Coast Guard members 
continue to be anxious about 
when the partial govern-
ment shutdown will end, 
she said. 

“I don’t think anybody is 
hopeful at this point. I think 
that everybody is preparing  
that there won’t be a check 
on Feb. 1,” Manfre said.

The Jersey Cape Military 
Spouses Club has been fea-
tured in news reports in the 
Washington Post and four 
Philadelphia television sta-
tions. Manfre and a fellow 
sponsor were scheduled for 
a television interview for 
the BBC.

“It’s important to get our 
story out there,” she said. 
“The more people that see 
faces and hear stories, it 
resonates and maybe that 

will make a difference to 
Congress. It’s harder to 
ignore.”

Manfre said she is glad 
the pantry opened Jan. 1.

“I really think we softened 
that blow of no pay on the 
15th,” she said. “We need to 
help each other, we need to 
support each other. That’s 
what we’re here for. We 
can’t rely on anything else 
at this point.

Along with Coasties, 
furloughed civilian Coast 
Guard base workers are also 
using the pantry, Manfre 
said. 

The food pantry is also 
open to civilian employees 
and furloughed federal em-
ployees. From cash dona-
tions, 500 $20 gift cards to 
be used for gasoline were 
purchased and distributed 
to civilian contractors and 
active duty members, she 
said.

THE HARRIET TUBMAN MUSEUM THE HARRIET TUBMAN MUSEUM THE HARRIET TUBMAN MUSEUM OFOFOF CAPE MAY CAPE MAY CAPE MAY
~ OPENING IN 2020 ~

at The MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH featuring The Reverend Davis Exhibits

We would like to express 
our gratitude to 

For their generous pledge to donate all interior and 
exterior paint for the restoration of the parsonage building

To Contribute to the Harriet Tubman Museum of Cape May, please send 
your tax deductible donation to PO BOX 2385, Cape May, NJ 08204

The mission of  the Harriet Tubman Museum of  Cape May is to preserve the historic
parsonage of  The Macedonia Baptist Church and create a permanent exhibit honoring 
the life and work of  Harriet Tubman and other abolitionists in Cape May, New Jersey. 

Reverend Davis

TO  G O D  B E  T H E  G LO RY

YOUR CHOICE 

FOR

BUSINESS 
LOANS

#1 SMALL BUSINESS 
LENDER 

IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

R

R

PMS - 208

sturdyonline.com

Call 609-463-5240
to see why we should be your business bank.

Phone Ahead to Order

609-884-3064
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FISHERMAN’S WHARF in CAPE MAY
www.thelobsterhouse.com

FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER
Served with baked potato
or french fries & cole slaw

(regular price $12)

$6.95 EACH
Good Only Wednesday, January 23, 2019

at the Take-Out counter

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH

thru SUNDAY, JANUARY 27TH

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH

thru SATURDAY, JANUARY 27TH

FRIED OYSTER PLATTER
served with baked macaroni 

and cheese & stewed tomatoes
$12.95

BROILED SALMON TOPPED
WITH CRAB MEAT
served with baked potato 
or french fries & coleslaw

$12.95

®

®

FRESH COD FILLET
$8.95 LB.

SEAFOOD GUMBO
$5.95 PINT

2 BBQ CLAMS
2 CLAMS CASINO

2 OYSTERS ROCKEFELLER
$7.95

HOT
COMBO

Good for Sunday, January 27, 2019 ONLY!

BROILED or FRIED 
SEAFOOD COMBINATION

FILET OF FISH
DEVILED CLAM, 

SHRIMP, SCALLOPS
served with baked potato or

french fries & cole slaw - $14.95

 FIBER ARTS
YARN SHOP

 315 Ocean Street • Cape May
609-898-8080 • FiberArtsYarnShop.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
OPEN THURS THRU MON

Carrying on the Cape May 
Yarn Shop Tradition...  

Don’t just sit there – KNIT!

Winter Semester Classes 
begin Sunday 1/13/19

Code Blue spat
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Jessica Manfre, who is leading the food drive for the Jersey 
Cape Military Spouses Club, said there is still a need for cold 
items such as  milk and eggs but that they are well stocked 
with nonperishable items. As expected, no paychecks were 
distributed Jan. 15.

announcement. We would 
encourage the Cape May 
County Board of Freeholders 
and the Offi ce of Emergency 
Management to take a more 
proactive approach to work-
ing with local municipalities 
in identifying the homeless 
population, effectuating a 
plan for notifying those in-
dividuals of a Code Blue 
alert and getting them into 
an identifi ed shelter.”

This statement followed a 
freeholder meeting Dec. 11 
at which Thornton said the 
municipalities are respon-
sible for providing warming 
centers.

“Believe me, when you 
start taking about govern-
ment in Cape May County, 
then you’re talking about 
Civil Service and you’re talk-
ing about rules and regula-
tions and state and federal 
and everything else,” he said 
at the meeting, which was at-
tended by local social service 
agencies such as Cape Hope, 
as well as advocates for the 
homeless and members of 
the homeless population.

Thornton said as the 
county searched for warm-
ing center locations, the 
freeholder’s meeting room 
was filled with residents 
complaining the county was 
opening “drug centers.”

“‘Not in my town’ is what 
we get,” he said. 

Freeholder Jeffrey Pier-
son said the county was not 
divesting its responsibility 
of assisting with homeless 
people. He said the board 
makes sure motel vouchers 
are available each year. 
Pierson said he believes the 
amount was about $65,000 in 
funds from the state.

“The state has cut off those 
funds, so what we have done, 
we have taken that $65,000 
out of our budget and have 
worked with each of the mu-
nicipalities to identify areas 
within their municipality 
that they can shelter their 
people on Code Blue nights,” 
Pierson said.

He said  nothing has 
changed except municipali-
ties would provide warming 
centers.

“It’s their responsibility by 
law, No. 1, and we’re trying 
to just fi nd a mechanism to 
support them, get them the 
opportunity to make it right 
in their community,” he said.

The municipalities have 
the responsibility for Code 

Blue, he said. The county Of-
fi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment issues a Code Blue alert 
to all municipalities when 
the temperature is falling to 
32 degrees with precipita-
tion and 25 degrees in dry 
weather, Thornton said.

Single individuals are not 
given motel vouchers but 
must go to warming centers, 
according to Thornton. Pier-
son said the Social Services 
hotline can provide the loca-
tion of warming centers. 

“County governments 
have a lot of leeway in how 
they address the issue of 
homelessness in their local 
communities, and we remain 
committed to working with 
local governments to ad-
dress this pressing issue,” 
the statement from the as-
semblymen said.

Thornton fi red back with 
allegations of grandstanding 
for “political points.”

“Cape May County has 
been working over the past 
year on how to best handle 
the change in Code Blue 
funding that was initiated at 
the state level. There have 
been multiple meetings with 
local municipalities that 
have the largest homeless 
population in the county,” 
he said. “Andrzejczak was 
even invited to those meet-
ings with the municipalities, 
but he was not in attendance. 
Separately my staff and I 
have had meetings with him 
on issues dealing with the 
homeless population, but at 
no time did he address any 
of the concerns regarding 
how Cape May County was 
following the law that he and 
Assemblyman Bruce Land 
wrote.

“This Code Blue legisla-
tion was passed by the state, 
as many mandates do, with-
out funding. Once the state 
cut off the funding source 
the county had been using 
to help those in need during 
a Code Blue event, I made 

sure we found money in our 
budget to fund warming 
centers.”

He went on to say the 
meetings with local mu-
nicipalities included a train-
ing session with Burlington 
County, which runs a model 
warming center in the state. 

“We are in constant dis-
cussions with the local mu-
nicipalities to see how we 
can continue to improve this 
system,” Thornton said. “Ad-
ditionally, our staff has been 
in constant discussion with 
other counties in the state 
and seeing what is being 
done statewide. Our small 

county is doing more than 
some that are much bigger 
in size. A simple phone call 
from him could have provid-
ed him with the facts instead 
of this political grandstand-
ing. These comments also 
suggest that municipalities 
are not meeting their respon-
sibility, which is not true.

“I believe this county 
works best when everyone 
comes together and works as 
one to help our residents. We 
invite other elected offi cials 
to engage in the exchange of 
ideas going forward in a way 
that can help people and not 
just to score political points.”


