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meters are too cheap,”
Grabar said. “If you were
to evaluate the city of Cape
May as a whole, there prob-
ably is enough space on the
curb for everyone to have a
parking space. Of course,
there often isn’t enough
space within 200 feet of the
restaurant that everyone is
trying to go that particular
night.”

He said a parking analyst
would probably suggest the
city price prime parking
spots at a rate high enough
to ensure the spaces are al-
ways available.

“You give people es-
sentially a choice. You say
there’s high-priced park-
ing here, it’s very conve-
nient but it’s going to cost
more and if you prefer to
park for free and walk a
little farther to your desti-
nation, then you ought to go
over here,” Grabar said.

From a political stand-
point, the city may be re-
luctant to raise parking
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Alternatives such as shut-
tles and “super-safe and
protected bike lanes” need
to be provided to get driv-
ers to park away from the
center of town.

“You make very clear to
people they should not ex-
pect to find parking direct-
ly in front of their destina-
tion,” Grabar said.

He said much of the traf-
fic congestion is caused
by people fighting for the
same parking space; when
they don’t find one, they
drive around in concentric
circles.

“If you make clear to
people that the center of
that spiral is not acces-
sible, then you expand the
zone of search,” Grabar
said.

Higher meter rates do
not necessarily need to
price out working-class
people in favor of higher-
income tourists who are
willing to pay more for
parking, he said. The key
is to change the way people
get to the city.

Grabar said one solution
is to encourage families to
carpool while discouraging
each family member to ar-

rive in their own vehicle.

Beachgoers like to park
as close as possible to
their destination to unload
chairs, umbrellas and cool-
ers.

“Parking has to become
kind of inconvenient and
expensive for people to
consider alternatives,”
Grabar said.

He said local merchants
may object to higher park-
ing rates but having park-
ing available is crucial to
their business. Grabar said
employees taking up park-
ing spaces led to the inven-
tion of the parking meter in
the 1930s.

The bright side of a park-
ing problem is it indicates
a city “has a lot going for
it,” he said.

Having more parking
spaces sometimes creates a
need for additional parking
spaces because it encour-
ages more people to drive
to a city, Grabar. The aver-
age cost per space to con-
struct a parking garage is
$27,000, he said.

His book, “Paved Para-
dise: How Parking Ex-
plains the World,” is avail-
able at Amazon.

only question is what is the
rate that it’s happening?”
Participating in the study
were Cape May, Cape May
Point, North Wildwood,

Cape May Airport off Breakwater Road
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202 East Rio Gronde Avenue - Wildwood, NJ :
www.petalswildwood.com - 609-523-9500

West Wildwood, Wildwood
Crest, Ocean City, Upper
Township, Sea Isle City,
Avalon, Stone Harbor, Egg
Harbor Township, Downe
Township and Woodbridge
Township.

The study focuses on
flooding projections for the
years 2030 and 2080.

Pagliughi said since
Hurricane Sandy in 2012,
his office has administered
about $24 million of miti-
gation grant money for all
16 municipalities in the
county to fund engineering
studies and construction
projects, as well as update
hazard mitigation plans.

In 2016, the county Of-
fice of Emergency Manage-
ment put together a joint
venture among five munici-
palities for the Flood Miti-
gation Assistance money
that was used to help el-
evate 7S homes.

Coastal Coalition Execu-
tive Director Tom Quirk
said the non-profit group
formed after Hurricane
Sandy.

“What we found is, if
you’re on the Jersey shore,
we flood and we flood very
similarly whether you’re in
Cape May or Woodbridge,
which is in Middlesex
Township. You’re just talk-
ing about which street and
what time; it’s the same
thing,” he said.

The Coastal Coalition,
which has members from
38 municipalities and six
counties, shares solutions
to problems, Quirk said. He
said representatives of the
Army Corps and DEP at-
tend the group’s meetings
and exchange ideas.
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