
mains in possession of the 
premises and meets the 
qualifications for the issu-

ance of a club license, as it 
has since the 1970s. 

“The state’s letter 
doesn’t seem to attach any 
prior violations, police re-

ports, huge problems with 
the club. I think that’s 
because there are none,” 
Gillin-Schwartz said. “A 
lot of people didn’t know 

where this club was until 
they made an issue of it.”

The club has been in 
existence since 1957, he 
said. A lease was signed in 
1982 with the former own-
er of the property, Gillin-
Schwartz said.

The DEP purchased the 
property in 1999.

“Instead of saying ‘ev-
erybody out’ on the date of 
closing, they specifically 
carved out the club,” Gil-
lin-Schwartz said. 

A court case is in the 
discovery phase, he said. 
Gillin-Schwartz said he 
found a state document, 
a letter from July 1999, 
written before the closing 
date in September 1999, 
from John Flynn of the 
state’s land acquisition of-
fice.

The letter noted the 
Sportsmen’s Club had its 
clubhouse on Harbison-
Walker property for near-
ly 50 years, references a 
1982 lease and offers an 
invitation to extend the 
lease for a small amount 
of land. The state’s let-
ter suggested Harbison-
Walker enter into a new 
lease with the club before 
the state purchased the 
property.

Gillin-Schwartz said 
Flynn attached a suggest-
ed lease to the letter. 

“How did we get so 
far off course?” Gillin-
Schwartz asked.

There is no legal imped-
iment to the club remain-
ing where it is, he said, 
noting the state may have 
had a change in policy that 
could be reversed. He said 
government entities fre-
quently sign leases with 
non-profit organizations.

Sunset Beach Sports-
men’s Club President Ed-
die Claven pointed out 
the crowd in the meeting 
room from the club offer-
ing their support.

Township solicitor Da-
vid Stefankiewicz said 
the DEP claims the club 
is unlawfully occupying 
the land. He said the issue 
would be sorted out in liti-
gation.

“I don’t think it’s really 
council’s job to be a judge 
in that particular dispute; 
we’re not equipped to do 
it. They’re involved in dis-
covery. That could be a 
long process,” he said.

Stefankiewicz said the 
question before council 
was whether the club met 
all the criteria for renew-

al.
“They do, the DEP’s 

only objection is that there 
is this real estate dispute,” 
he said. 

The township had no 
impediments to renewing 
the license at least until a 
judge rules, Stefankiewicz 
said. 

Sippel said he has nev-
er heard any complaints 
about the club, which has 
had a liquor license for 44 
years. He said the club has 
been involved in charita-
ble activities.

In 2021, David Golden, 
director of the state Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife, 
stated the club’s build-
ing occupies land owned 
by the state within the 
boundaries of the Higbee 
Beach Wildlife Manage-
ment Area.

“The club does not have, 
nor has ever had, permis-
sion to sell and serve al-
cohol on this state-owned 
and -managed land,” he 
stated at that time. “The 
club is aware and has been 
reminded by New Jer-
sey Division of Fish and 
Wildlife personnel of the 
regulatory restriction on 
the sale or consumption of 
alcoholic beverages.”
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Massages  •  Facials  •  Baths  •  Couple’s Packages

DAY SPA

THE

& HOLISTIC CENTER

609.898.1003 
607 Jefferson Street

Cape May, NJ

CapeMayDaySpa.com

Summer Date on the Cape
2 hours ~ $620 per couple
It’s a date! Whether you are friends or 
lovers, enjoy a relaxing escape to the spa 
together. Soothing side-by-side Swedish 
Massages are paired with Classic European 
Facials. This ultimate date will leave you 
both rejuvenated and ready to conquer 
the world together.

For the full list of specials,  
visit CapeMayDaySpa.com

a massageYOUdeserve

Scan QR Code
for Ticket Info

NOW PLAYING
June 7 - July 2

Wednesday - Saturday at 7 pm
Sunday at 3 pm 

609-770-8311

www.capemaystage.org

The Robert Shackleton Playhouse
405 Lafayette Street, Cape May, NJ

Travel from Liverpool, England, to Greece as you accompany Shirley Valentine on a transformative
adventure of a lifetime.

 Sponsored by:

Written by 
      Willy Russell       

Directed by 
Roy Steinberg

Starring Emmy 
Award Winner

Cady McClain

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  

FDIC-insured

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/26/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Allison K Kruse 
Financial Advisor

207 Bogden Blvd Suite J 
Millville, NJ 08332 
856-506-8914

5.35 6-month

Tap into the benefits that CDs bring

OPEN 7 DAYS • MON. - SAT. 8AM – 5PM • SUN. 8AM - 4PM

Garden Center
• Succulents 
• Perenials 
• Hanging Baskets 
• Rose Bushes 
• Annuals
• Bedding Plants
• Trees
• Shrubs
• Bagged & Bulk Mulch 
• Potting Mix
• Organic Soils

Homemade
Baked Goods
• Pies • Breads
• Sticky Buns • Butter Cake

Local Products
• Farm Fresh Produce 
• Honey
• Jams and Jellies
• Salsa
• BBQ Sauce
• Hot Sauce
• Dry Rubs
• Salad Dressing

Homemade Salads
• Macaroni • Potato • Orzo 
• Italian Pasta • Broccoli 
• Red Grape Chicken

House Garden Flags • Candles
Indoor & Outdoor Decorations

BAGGED
BLACK MULCH

5 for $20.99
(MUST BE BOUGHT IN QUANITIES OF 5)

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

SECOND LOCATION
Produce Stand
OPEN DAILY 8AM – 5PM • SUN. 9AM – 1PM

CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
609-854-7217

310 N. Railroad Avenue • Rio Grande

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

609-536-8262
517 SOUTH DELSEA DRIVE 

CAPE MAY, NJ

BULK BLACK MULCH
AVAILABLE

SELECT 
Annual Flowers 

25% OFF 
SELECT 

Vegetable Plants 
50% OFF

ALL 
TROPICALS 

35% OFF

INDEPENDENCE Day Special

$15.99
EACH WITH EXCHANGE EXPIRES

7/4/23
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TIDES: June 28-July 5, 2023
DATE HIGH LOW
 A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.              
28 3:48 4:40 9:49 10:46
29 4:46 5:30 10:38 11:42
30 5:44 6:20 11:29 
1 6:39 7:10 12:37 12:21
2 7:34 8:01 1:29 1:14
3 8:27 8:52 2:21 2:07
4 9:21 9:44 3:12 3:01
5 10:15 10:36 4:03 3:57

MOON PHASES
Full moon, July 3 • last quarter, July 10

State House Commission. 
In compensation for use 
of the quarter-acre lot, the 
city would dedicate 4.8 
acres of land in the Sewell 
Tract as parkland. 

The city’s contracted 
engineer, Vince Orlando, 
said phase one of the reno-
vation of Kiwanis Park 
has been completed. The 
work consisted of paving 
the concrete paths, fenc-
ing and removing some 
trees. He said the contrac-
tor completed phase one 
of the project well before 
a June 1 deadline. 

Work will resume after 
Labor Day to finish the 
project, which includes 

playgrounds, lighting and 
landscaping, Orlando said. 
Most of the landscape 
plantings will be identified 
with Braille signs for the 
visually impaired, he said. 

Deputy Mayor Lorraine 
Baldwin asked if supply 
chain issues would affect 
completion of Kiwanis 
Park. Orlando said all 
items ordered for the park 
are anticipated to be deliv-
ered by the end of August.

Mayor Zack Mullock 
said he has seen a signifi-
cant increase in the num-
ber of people using the 
park.

Orlando said phase 
three would be installation 
of restrooms, which could 
be undertaken in late fall 

or early winter. Water and 
sewer have been installed 
as part of phase one, he 
said.

Some irrigation will be 
provided for landscaped 
areas, Orlando said.

Phase one of the Wel-
come Center expanded 
parking project has been 
completed. He said phase 
two would include land-
scaping, signage and addi-
tional concrete work.

Mullock said fencing 
should be installed by July 
1 at the Welcome Center. 

Orlando said he was 
ready to submit a dune 
maintenance proposal to 
the state.

“Just recognize the state 
will not approve it until 
we have our public access 
plan approved,” he said.

Planning Board en-
gineer Craig Hurless is 
working on the access 
plan, according to Orlan-
do.

Plans have been com-
pleted for new restrooms 
behind the beach tag of-
fice on the Promenade. 
Orlando’s firm, Engineer-
ing Design Associates, is 
preparing bid specifica-
tions and expects to have 
the project completed by 
the end of summer.

When the restrooms are 
complete, the restroom 
trailer in front of Conven-
tion Hall on Beach Avenue 
will be removed, Mullock 
said. 

Councilman Shaine Mei-
er said he has been trying 
to get a sidewalk installed 
in front of the Atlantic 
City Electric substation 
on Elmira Street for eight 
years. Orlando suggested 
placing a sidewalk near 
the fence and a row of 
trees along the curbside. 

The mayor said Atlan-
tic City Electric did not 
want trees against their 
fence because it provides 
a pathway for squirrels. 
Trees along the street side 
would also protect pedes-
trians on the sidewalk, he 
said.

Lower renews liquor license for Sportsmen’s Club
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City boosts staff for summer
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