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Kiwanis Club to celebrate 100th anniversary at Grand Hotel

CAPE MAY — The Ki-
wanis Club of Cape May
will be celebrating its
100th anniversary with a
party April 27 at the Grand
Hotel.

Since Jan. 27, 1924, the
club has been a community
leader.

Kiwanis recognizes the
significant needs of chil-
dren and a community’s
obligation to encourage
and mentor them through
every challenge. This en-
sures they gain the skills
necessary to fulfill their
dreams and live a full, pro-
ductive, joyful and satisfy-
ing life.

The celebration is in-
tended to sincerely thank
all supporters, members
and volunteers and bring
awareness to the programs
and services the club of-
fers.

While Kiwanians are
very proud to celebrate
decades of genuine ac-

Sippel highlights 2023, previews year to come
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municipal budget, Sippel
said.

Dovekie
Alert!

Dovekies have recently
been stranding on NJ

beaches and roads. They

are a type of seabird
normally found outin
the ocean.

complishments, they also
recognize that the needs of
children and families have
grown significantly over
the years.

Children are the future
of the world. They are the
bedrock treasures of every
community and country.
Kiwanians believe it is the
right of every child to have
everything they need so
they can develop to their
highest aspirations and
abilities.

Kiwanis Club of Cape
May is involved in food
drives to supply local food
banks for elders, families
and children in need. The
club supports an elemen-
tary school backpack pro-
gram, providing educa-
tional support and basic
nutrition, so children have
the energy to learn.

Kiwanis seeks commu-
nity and national contribu-
tions to better serve and
support children and fami-

At council’s Feb. S meet-
ing, a representative of
the deputy commissioner
for New Jersey Military

lies.

Volunteerism is alive
and well at Kiwanis Club of
Cape May. Current mem-
bers include working and
retired teachers, health
care providers, business
workers, crafts people,
military veterans and en-
trepreneurs.

Within the club’s diverse
and enthusiastic communi-
ty are people with problem-
solving skill sets necessary
to take on every challenge.
The needs facing the com-
munity and children in-
clude special needs adults,
as well as families and el-
ders who require hands-on
engagement and encour-
agement.

To that end, Kiwanis
Club of Cape May has a
track record of address-
ing and fighting hunger,
encouraging literacy and
guidance every step of the
way

The club’s literacy B.U.G

Affairs will present the
township with a “We Value
Our Veteran’s Community
Award,” for which Lower

Recent storms are blowing them inland. When these birds end up on land,
they can’t walk or fly off and are stranded. If you find a dovekie, do NOT

leave it on land. They must be in the water to survive.

To rescue: Use gloves or a towel to pick it up (bare hands will disrupt its
feathers’ waterproofing). Put air holes in a lidded box, line it with a towel,
and put the dovekie in. Do not give it food or water. These birds are easily
stressed, so keep the container in a warm, dry, dark, and quiet place until
you can bring it to a Rehabilitation Facility with the proper permits to care
for seabirds. Time is of the essence for these softball sized little birds.

Call:

e Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge: 856-983-3329
e Toms River Avian Care: 732-255-9270
e Tri-State Bird Rescue, DE: 302-737-9543

e Or a

list:

South Jersey Wildlife Rehabilitation: 856-207-7026 or 856-217-5957

rehab near you from this https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/wp-

content/uploads/njfw/rehab-list.pdf

account options

employer's plan

Account (IRA)

withdrawal penalties

609-536-9676

Edward Jones

Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options
* Leave the money in your previous

* Move it to your new employer’s plan
= Roll it over to an Individual Retirement

* Cash out the account subject to early

We can talk through your financial goals
and find the option that works best for you.

Allison K Kruse
Financial Advisor

7 East Shellbay Avenue, Suite B-1
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

New job, new retirement
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Huge Assortment

HEAVY DUTY 6ft High x 8ft Wide

STOCKADE FENCING
$69.99

WE SPECIALIZE IN

DRYWALL DELIVERY

7-STORY BOOM
DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

CAPE @LUMBER

—— WILDWOOD LOCATION HAS FULL LINE OF ———

TOOLS - HARDWARE - LUMBER - DRYWALL
WOLF PVC DECKING, TRIM BOARD & RAILING

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!

TARP SALE

TAMKO DIMENSIONAL
$105.00 per Sq. Ft.

N

SHINGLES

WOLF PVCDECKING

3% SALES TAX WILDWOOD

IN STOCK

416 STATE HWY. 47 S., GREEN CREEK | 101 ROBERTS AVE. WILDWOOD

VISA

609-889-9090

MON. - FRI. 7:30AM - 5PM
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

609-522-8395

MON. - FRI. 7:30AM - 5PM
SAT. 8AM — 4PM - CLOSED SUNDAY

(elementary Bring Up
Grades) program, tutoring
program and a longstand-
ing traditional scholarship
program for supporting
and encouraging local stu-
dents graduating from high
school studies and entering
college has enhanced the
lives of young people living
and learning in the Cape
May community.

Cape May’s well-estab-
lished and beloved sea-
side community is a des-
tination for children and
families from all over the

country.
Typical of resort com-
munities, the residents

are the workers who make
sure Cape May remains a
safe and wonderful place
to spend the summer.

One notable chapter in
the club’s history is the
transformation of a life-
guard station into a beach-
front clubhouse. Originally
a vital hub for lifeguards

ensuring the safety of
beachgoers, this structure
evolved into a symbolic
center of community ser-
vice.

The clubhouse, overlook-
ing the Atlantic Ocean,
became a gathering place
for Kiwanians to plan and
execute initiatives that
touched the lives of count-
less residents and visitors.

Over the decades, the
club adapted to the chang-
ing needs of the communi-
ty. Its commitment to chil-
dren’s welfare extended
beyond the shores with ini-
tiatives like food drives for
local food banks and spe-
cial programs for elemen-
tary school children.

The Kiwanis Club of
Cape May emerged as a
beacon of support, ad-
dressing hunger, promot-
ing literacy, and providing
mentorship.

As the Kiwanis Club of
Cape May celebrates its

centennial anniversary in
2024, the beachfront club-
house stands not just as a
physical structure but as
a testament to a century
of service. It symbolizes a
community coming togeth-
er to uplift its youth and
enhance the quality of life
for all residents.

The club’s commitment
to creating opportuni-
ties for children to learn,
dream, and succeed reso-
nates through the walls of
the clubhouse. As the sun
sets over the Atlantic, the
Kiwanis Club of Cape May
looks back with pride on a
hundred years of genuine
accomplishments, grate-
ful for the lifeguard sta-
tion that transformed into
a beacon of community
service.

Email info@capemayki-
wanis.com for tickets.
Visit capemaykiwanis.com
or call (845) 546-2441 for
more information.

Township hit 1S bench-
marks, he said.

Council passed an ordi-
nance in 2023 to provide
reserved parking for dis-
abled veterans along with
Purple Heart recipients.
The former Station Road,
next to Township Hall, was
renamed Veteran’s Way,
Sippel said.

In 2023, Lower Town-
ship police implemented a
drone program which op-
erates under strict general
order of the chief of police,
he said.

Sippel said the state Di-
vision of Fish and Wild-
life will start a project in
March to upgrade Hig-
bee Beach to provide en-
hanced viewing and open
Pond Creek to tidal flow.
The $33 million project is
funded by the federal and
state governments which
includes an observation
deck, nature trails and
overlooks. Phase one of the
project is funded but phase
two, which is not funded,
would build an education
center on Sunset Boule-
vard, Sippel said.

Completed 2023 capi-

tal improvement projects
included municipal pool
improvements, Millman
Center Americans with
Disabilities Act improve-
ments, replacement of pa-
vilions at Douglass Park,
Lincoln Boulevard rest-
room construction, Car-
riage Lane, Fire Lane,
Briarwood Drive, Bridal
Path, Paddock Lane, Tim-
ber Lane and Trotter Way
reconstructed and paved,
he said.

Last year, the position of
deputy chief was created
in the Lower Township Po-
lice Department.

The Arrive program was
implemented which part-
ners mental health coun-
selors with police officers
when they respond to an
incident involving a pos-
sible mental health issue,
Sippel said.

The design to allevi-
ate flooding in the 200
blocks of Frances, Cardi-
nal and West Wildwood,
and Drumbed avenues and
Rose Lane are being final-
ized with a bid expected to
be awarded in the next few
weeks, he said.

202 East Rio Gronde Avenue - Wildwood, NJ
www.petalswildwood.com - 609-523-9500
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DISCOUNT
HYDRAULICS

HEAVY TRUCK &
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
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estaurant «:

Construction of beach
access paths in North Cape
May and Town Bank went
out to bid last week.

Sippel said the township
clerk’s office issued 905
rental licenses, 312 busi-
ness licenses, over 1,000
dog licenses and worked
on 424 resolutions and 24
ordinances.

Sippel said the tax rat-
able base for the township
totals over $3.7 billion.

At the end of 2023, the
township had more than
$9.7 million in surplus, up
$1.3 million from the pre-
vious year, he said, the
highest ever surplus for
Lower Township, he said.

“Part of the reason the
surplus came in so high,
council approved an occu-
pancy tax which brought
in $737,000 plus,” he said.
“We also switched banks
last year that allowed us
to make more money in
interest and that brought
in close to $500,000 and
we had some money come
back from the county MUA
(Municipal Utilities Au-
thority) for a recycling
program which gave us
about a $1.3 million in-
crease from last year’s
surplus.”

Last June, Standards and
Poor upgraded the town-
ship’s bond rating from
AA- to AA.

The construction office
issued over 1,200 permits
and made over 4,000 in-
spections and brought in
$688,689 in fees, according
to the mayor.

Code enforcement re-
ceived 677 complaints with
37 summonses issued and
responded to 510 dogs run-
ning on the beach.

The township’s fire safe-
ty office conducted over
1,800 inspections in 2023
with S89 business inspec-
tions and S28 inspections
of homes being sold.

Capital improvement
projects planned for 2024
include improvements

at Diamond Beach Park
Douglass Memorial Park,
Rotary Park, recreation
center playground equip-
ment, Delaware Bay out-
fall pipe extensions, re-
construction of Wildwood
Avenue, Bay Drive and
Ridgewood Avenue, storm-
water GIS mapping pro-
gram, Ohio Avenue pump
station upgrades, munici-
pal pool house renovations
and Department of Public
Works facility upgrades,
Sippel said.

The mayor said the goal
for 2024 is no property tax
increase.
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