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Firm to study Cape Island traffic, create action plan

Work to put area in better position to secure federal funds; report due 1n fall

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — City Council
awarded a contract in December
to Greenman-Pedersen Inc. (GPI)
to begin a traffic study and safe
streets action plan for Cape Island
to be paid for by a $200,000 grant.

“After our first meeting, we’ll be
able to give them our wish list and
things we’ve been thinking of, so
that will be our opportunity to say
“Hey, this is where we see some is-
sues ...” City Manager Paul Diet-

rich said during a Jan. 10 meeting
of the city’s Bicycle & Pedestrian
Advisory Committee.

He said the study would take
some time and that a fully vetted
report would not be available until
fall, so any new initiatives would
not begin during the upcoming
tourist season.

“This sets us up to develop proj-
ects that we can then receive fed-
eral funding for because not a lot
of communities go through this
process, so the pool of grant money
that we’re going to eligible for has

less people in New Jersey trying to
grab those dollars,” Dietrich said.

GPI has experience in southern
New Jersey and is familiar with
the needs of a shore community. It
has worked with the South Jersey
Transportation Planning Organi-
zation on a roadway safety pro-
gram for the county, which gives
the company access to traffic data,
he said.

Dietrich said GPI would be eval-
uating all of Cape Island. The first
meeting with GPI will be held with
city supervisors followed by some

public presentations.

Councilman Mike Yeager said
a topic of conversation in town is
the stop signs at the intersection
of Lafayette and Jackson streets in
front of Collier’s Liquors. Dietrich
said he met with the county engi-
neer and the intersection would be
adjusted.

He said the county does not see
the traffic island in the intersec-
tion as an “area of pedestrian ref-
uge.” Instead the island is to sepa-
rate vehicular traffic.

“We will have the consultant

look at all of our hotspots in town
and that will be part of what they
evaluate,” Dietrich said.

Mayor Zack Mullock said the
county came up with multiple sce-
narios for the Lafayette and Jack-
son streets intersection. He said
the stop sign on Jackson Street in
front of Collier’s Liquors is too far
back and is due to be moved 12 to
15 feet forward.

The change would cause drivers
to make a 90-degree left turn onto

See Traffic study, Page A8

MTRAC reviews

successes, plans
more Initiatives

Continues to study special tax
to fund transportation system

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The city’s
Municipal Taxation and
Revenue Advisory Commit-
tee (MTRAC) discussed its
recommendations to City
Council and how many of its
suggestions have been put

into place while it plans its
direction for 2024.
MTRAC has been re-

searching the pros and cons
of adding a 1 percent special
tax to develop a better jitney/
shuttle service. Washington
Street Mall merchants have
gone on record opposing it.

During a meeting Jan. 11,
MTRAC Chairman Dennis
Crowley said as a fourth-
class city, Cape May has the
right to add a 1 percent sales
tax to various commodi-
ties — such as drinks sold
in bars and restaurants, ac-
commodations, beach chairs
and admission to theaters
and public performances
— and use the money to fund
a comprehensive shuttle ser-
vice.

City solicitor Chris Gillin-
Schwartz said a Supreme
Court case upheld the con-
stitutionality of levying such
a tax. He said he did not find
any coastal towns that added
to the sales tax for local use.

It differs from a room tax

since it requires an enforce-
ment agent, he said.

“That may be an expla-
nation of why you don’t see
it down the coast,” Gillin-
Schwartz said.

Crowley said use of an
additional local sales tax is
limited to tourist-related
services and convention fa-
cilities. Crowley said the
revenue would not be placed
in the city’s general fund but
dedicated to elements that
strengthen and provide tour-
ist services.

MTRAC member Martin
Van Walsum said Atlantic
City has a 9 percent luxury
tax imposed on certain rent-
als, sales and services with
the exception of alcoholic
beverages sold by the drink,
which are subject to a 3
percent tax. Businesses in
Wildwood, North Wildwood
and Wildwood Crest are re-
quired to collect a tourism
sales tax, he said.

Crowley said Wildwood
was awarded special fund-
ing to operate the Wildwoods
Convention Center.

In other discussion,
MTRAC is examining the
city’s shared services. Van
Walsum said an in-depth
meeting was held with City
Manager Paul Dietrich,

See MTRAC, Page A3

Park Service likely to note
Black historic contributions

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — The
city’s Historic Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC)
has been seeking to amend
the city’s national historic
district to recognize the
contributions of the Afri-
can American community
during the city’s period of
significance from 1850 to
1948.

Last year, City Council
passed a resolution en-
dorsing an application to
the State Historic Preser-
vation Office (SHPO) and
National Park Service/De-

partment of the Interior for
recognition of the contri-
butions of Blacks to Cape
May’s National Historic
Landmark status.

At aJan. 16 council meet-
ing, City Manager Paul Di-
etrich said the city received
notice last week that SHPO
is moving on Cape May’s
recommendation for the
expansion of the historic
district to acknowledge the
African American experi-
ence in the city.

He said SHPO would
hold a meeting in March.
The application has had

See Park, Page A6

Horsing around in the snow

Oh what fun it is to ride on a one-horse open sled. Brooklyn Howell (on horse) and Nicole Simpkins enjoy the snow at
Muddy Boots Horse Riding School in Lower Township.

Provided

Sippel highlights 2023,

previews year to come

By JACK FICHTER
Cape May Star and Wave

VILLAS — Lower
Township Mayor Frank
Sippel presented his an-
nual State of the Town-
ship address, highlight-
ing projects completed,
revenue gained and cap-
ital improvement plans
for 2024.

At a Jan. 17 meet-
ing, Sippel said early in
2023, Township Council
heard complaints from
residents about juve-
niles causing a nuisance
situation at the Mulligan
Sports Complex. A juve-
nile curfew ordinance
was passed to remedy
the situation, he said.

The ordinance applies
to anyone under the age
of 18. It states it is un-
lawful for juveniles to
be on any public street
or public place within
the township 11 p.m. to
6 a.m. between the dates

of Sept. 15 and May 14
and between midnight
to 6 a.m. from May 1S to
Sept. 14.

Last year council en-
dorsed a proposed state
property tax credit for
volunteer firefighters
that would allow the
municipality to offer tax
relief from 10% to 100%,
Sippel said.

In December, coun-
cil approved a shared
services agreement to
provide municipal court
services to Wildwood
Crest at no cost to town-
ship taxpayers.

For the past few years,
the township has been
instituting traffic calm-
ing measures on Schel-
lenger’s Landing with
flashing beacons to be
installed this year to aid
pedestrians, he said.

Last year, council ap-
proved a $32.2 million

See Sippel, Page A2

John Cooke/Special to the STAR AND WAVE
This dog dubbed Jacob Marley was seen around Cape May
until it ultimately was captured and placed with animal control.

Stray dog captures hearts
on Cape May social media

By JOHN COOKE
Special to the Star and Wave

CAPE MAY — What if
dogs could talk? Any re-
porter would want to inter-
view the dog that captured
the hearts and minds of
Cape Mayans on social me-
dia.

What would we ask him?
Now that we can ques-
tion him, everyone wants
to know his story. It’s all
about the dog. But we need

to know.

From inside his cold met-
al container, a trap set on
a Cape May porch, Jacob
Marley flashed the warm-
est under-bite smile at his
captors. Relieved.

Jacob Marley was re-
lieved from having to roam
freely on the quiet winter
streets of Cape May. Ghost,
Oreo or Jacob Marley (the
names we gave him), the

See Stray dog, Page A3

INTRODUCING THE CAFE MENU

It’s winter at The Ebbitt Room — and weve prepared a
delicious café menu, perfect for a cozy and elegant evening.

View the menuat EBBITTROOM.COM

Located at the Virginia Hotel | 25 Jackson Street, Cape May | (609) 884-5700
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