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Middle Township soccer star charged with DWI after fatal crash

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

HAMILTON TOWMNSHIF - A Caps
May County man who plays profes-
swenal soccer 1n DWo leagues was
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a crash that left one per-
son dead.

Srate Police allege that Matthew
Maher, 24, of Cape May Court
House was driving his Cadillac
Ezcalande at a high rate of specd
March 7, af around 2:51 a.m., when
he struck a mini-van from behind.

According to State  Police
spokesman  Sgt. Gerald Lewis,
troopers were called to mile marker
188 on the easibound side of the
Atlantic  City  Expressway  in
Hamalton Township. Lewis said the
driver of a 2007 Escalade allegedly
atruck the second wehicle From
behind, forcing the wehicle over a
guardrail and causing it to roll over
and stop on the driver’s side.
Meanwhile, the Eacalade moved
aver to the left shoulder with severe
fromt end damage,

Lewis said the driver of the mini-

van was partially gjected and deter-
mined 1o be deceased at scene. The
dead man had no identification and
police were tryming to identify him
through fingerprints. The doceascd
was  taken to Shore  Memorial
Haspital in Somers Peint for autop-
&Y.

Maher was charged with driving
while intoxicated alfter a Neld sobr-
ety test and a blood sample was
taken., Lewis said the investigation
is ongoing and other charges may be
fled pending the completion of the
investigation by the Atlantic County

Prosecutor's Office.

Maher attended Cape Christian
Academy and Middle Township
High School, where he was the
school scoving leader, played for the
Cape Express Youth Soccer Clulb,
and was A captain on the Temple
University soccer team in 2005-04.
He also played in the Premicr
Development Leagne (PN with
the Ocean City Barons.

According to lns website, he was
entering his second season Bs B pro-
fessional soccer player with the
Carcling Railhawks of the USL and

indoor soccer with the Mew Jersey
Ironmen of the MISL, Maher and his
brother Anthony run the Maher
Brathers Pro Towch Soccer Camp in
the area

Maher (s also  listed as a
spokesperson for Athletes In Action,
a Chestian sports ministey, and has
residences in Cary, N.C. and
MNewark. He 15 the son of former
Lower Township Police Chief and
current Cape  May  County
Undersheriff John Maher.

Red Cross merger expands resources, joins three

By ROBIN BUEHLER
Capa May Star and Wara

CAPE MAY COURT
HOUSE - At a time when
mEny nanprolit arganizations
and businesses “tend to fade
away” when lsced with eco-
nomic hardships, one local
nonpralit 18 recommitiing
itself to the community by
merging with another organi-
zation from two adjoining
COnTIes,

The American Red Cross in
Cape May County anmoinced
Monday that it has merged
with the
Atlantic/ Cumberland coun-
ties chapter to create the
American Eed Cross
Southern Shore Chapter,

The merger took cffect four
mionths ago, after the organi-
zation's board of directors
agreed that it was the rvight
thing to do,

“Oreganizations  like  this
tend to fade away {when fac-
ing hard econaimic fimes, ity
we Aare making a commit-
ment,” zad  Jime Ritala,
chairman «f the ocraaniza-
tion's board of directars.

He noted that mergers are
not  anything new, The
Atlantic and Cumberland
counties’ chapters merged
approximately & decade ago,
and the merger between the
Atlantic/ Cumberland chapter
and Cape May County's “is
maore than a new name and
expanded jurisdiction, This is
a new  opportunity  to
steengthen the Red Cross dis-
aster, health and safety and
blood services for residents
of Atlantic, Cape May and
Cumberland countias.”™

For example, should a dis-
aster ever oceur in Cape May
County or ong of the other
two codnties, the county in
which the disaster took place
could pull from the other two
for resources, such as volun-
teers, shelter and more.

Atlantic and Cumberland
COounnes $2rve 589 avacinanon
routes, Kotala nobed,

[n arder to fulfill that com-
mitmecnt, however, the
Southern Share |:|'Iflj:lll.-l'.
which now scrves approsi-
mately B (W residents ovar
ncarly 1,300 sguare miles,
will be recruiting and train-

WCM joins TULIP program

By CHREISTOFHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Wawre

WEST CAPE MAY - The
Borough of West Cape May bad
decided to participate in a liabil-
ity msurmE program o offer
inzurance to venders who might
ol sdhesrwase be covered,

Mayor Pam Kaithern said
the Tenanl User Liability
Insurance Policy (TULIT is
offered by an affiliate of the
borough's insurer.

I oiters vemders amd non-
profits the ability to obtain Low-
sl imsrance,” Raitherm sad

She said the program allows
venders  and  non-profils
using the borough's facilities,
including Wiltraham Pack, 1o
register and obtain their cwn
insurance it they do ool
already have insurance.
Raithern said groups need
insurance for events such as
the Lima Bean Festival, amd
it would be up to the group
putling on an event 1o maks
sure participating venders

Police ——
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Frazler's hands.

Police allege Frazier then
produced two large fillet-
type knives, one in each
hand, while continuing to
ndvance on the officers, con-
stamtly velling that he was
going ta kill them.

The officers backed up sev-

e¢ral times a5 Frazier
advanced an them, while
they continually  ordered

Frazier to drop the weapons.
The officers then discharged
twa full cans of pepper mace
and Frazier threw the knives
in the direction of the offi-
cers. Police said Frazier con-
tinued to resist arrest before
being handoufied.

Lower Tewnship Police
Chigf Edward Doenohue said
this is the third time in less
than & year township officers
have been threatenad with
bodily harm by suspects with
edged weapons.

Last summer, & man with a
knife threatened police affi-
cers at the Villas Wawa, and
in the second incident a man
threatened to kill police offi-
cers with a large machete.
Donohue said in all three
cases, officers were able to
de-eecalate  the situation
through mechanlcal  and
physical force in licu of dead-
Iy force, which police sad
could have certainly heen an
aption in all three cases,

Donchue said this is a testa-
ment to the afficers’ training
and control while dealing
with thesze highly steesafil
situations.

Frazier was charged with
the following offenscs: aggra-
vated assault an a police offi-
cer, terroristic threats, pos-
sesslon of a weapon, posses-
sion of & weapon for unlawful
purpose and resisting arrest.

Frazicr was transferred to
Cape May County Regional
Medical Center for treatment
aof a rnor sell-inflicted Knile
wound to the chest which
accurred before police arrived
on scene. He was then lodged
i the Cape hMay County Jadl
on 375,000 cash bail.

have hiability insurance,

She =aid a vender's home-
owmier’s insurance might e i
to the home policy, and non-
profits may already carmy the
appropriate insurance.

“Those who don™t have that
kind of policy, that's where
TULIF comes in,” Raithermn
aaid.

Raithern said the bormugh
was not advising people on
their insuramnce necds, saying
it was up to the individual to
determing the need and leyvel
of coverage.

Raithern said TULLP plans
are not something unuesoal.

“The more  1've  looked
around the Internet, this is
nol something new. [U's new
to us, but it's in place all over
the country,™ she said

Raithern =aid the borough
wirs advised the cost could be
a3 low as 340, The borough
has registersd with the insoe-
ance carvier and is warting for
information, I's an Internet-
based program, and venders
could pay with a credit card
Kaithern =aid insurance veri-
frcation would be pard of Lhe
application process.
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ing voluntesrs to assist in dis-
aster reliel and ather services
that the entity provides. To
fimd owt more about volun-
teoring, residents can contact
one of the lecal afices.

In Atlantic County or the
surrounding areas, resident
can go to 8350 Morth Franklin
Boulevard in Pleasantville or
call (809 G46-8330,

In Cumberland County, go
to Z1 East Main Street in
Millwalle or call  (B5A1 413-
09049, and Cape May County

residents can still go to the
Red Cross” office at 34 East
Mechanic Strect in Cape May
Court Howse., The nomber
there is (6049 465-7382,

The merger of the two Red
Cross chapters also didn't
take place overnight or just
for the sake of consalidation,
RBurala sald.

The Capo chapter
approached the
Atlantic/Cumberland chapter
approximately  six months
agn. He indicated that the

May

chapter was experiencing
some lnancial hardships, He
did not claborate what they
wera, but Sputhern Shore
Chapter Exccutive Director
Pamels Grites sald, “We have
to raise cvery dollar to bo
nakle.”

Red Crosses do not receive
[inamcial assistance from the
government or from tho
mational American Red Cross
arganiZation.

Grites further noted she is
unaware of the actual dollar

counties

amount the Cape May chap-
ter's aoperating budget was
prior to the merger, but spec-
ulated that it was in the vicin-
ity of $1.30,000 to F170, 0043,

There are, however, several
fundraisers inm the woarks,
including an upeooming  golf
outing at Wildweod Country
Clskr an Aprdl 22,

The money raised goes
toward the services and aid
provided to local families in
timeas of crisds,

WIB Professional Development Conference March 26

By JANICE BROWN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY COUNTY -
When Vicki Clark began her
work in 2004 a& president of
the Cape May County
Chamber of Commerce, there
Werg numarons Sréss II'I:'IT
piqued her intercst for devel-
GPIRE NaEW programiming. In

articular she was hearing

rHm many of the woman

business owners and woman
members that there was a
pressing necd for them to
have seminars  dedicated
solely to the concerns that
women experience in the
work world.

This plea laad Clack to pro-

ose the Women in Business

‘rofessional  Development
Conference, now in its fourth
vear, and she cites this as “an
event of which [ am particu-
larly proud,” in that ifs in
response to the regquest of
Chamber members, especial-
ly since no other crganization
has been olfering a confer-
ence of this kind.

This  vear's thame s
‘Maximizing Potential in a
Challenging Climate,” which
is a timely and much-necded
focus sccording to Clark, She
cxplained in a recent inter-
view that each yvear the con-
forence commities members
meel regularly o combine
their unigue expertise on &
variety of topics and to design
B program responsive to tho
concerns of Chamber mem-
bors and past attendees.

Janniler P. "r'l.llll'l_g. Exterial
Affairs Field Director at
Verizon, 18 Committes Chair,

Jim Matthews

Custom Builder

and she has gulded the mem-
bers to formulate & host of
activitles that will highlight
the kinds of challenpges
women lace in competing lor
business and that will facili-
rate connections and strategic
partnerships,

Keynote speaker s Captain
Cari B. Thamas,
Commanding  OMicer of
USCGE Training Center Cape
May, who will share her live-
Iy insights on "The Changing
Image of Women i a Male
Dominated Workforce.” In
addition there are breakout
sessions on marketing and
preomotion, dealing with nega-
tive people, ways to maximize
new  amplovees, cusiomer
service, and self-rencwal. all
of siileh will be conducted by
local women business lend-
ers. The day culminates with
a wine and cheese network-
INg recepiiom.

Mumerous local businesses
are genercsusly  supporting
the event throuph donations,
which 18 gratifying o the
Chamber, given today’s ego-
namic climate.

“I'm excited about this
Vaar's conlerence and am

laaking forward to the appor-
tunity to interact with so
many  dynamic  buziness-
women,” said Clark.

The date of the Women in
Business Conference  is
Thursday, harch 2a, from
11:30 pom. to 5 pome It will b
held at the Galden Inn Hotel
and Conference Center, 78th
and Oeeanlvont, Avalon. Cost

18 550 for Chamber members,
585 for non-members, and
includes lunch buffer and
hors d'oeuvres nt the recep-
tion. Reglstration deadline is
March 1% Contact the Cape
May County Chamber of
Commerce at (6081 465-718]
Or ViIa emall: sarndr L"'rrll\':l_"'ll:'ll'l'l -
ber.com.

FAMILY DENTAL OFFICE

Ronald T. Goldstein, MDD,

50 years experience

GO0 Park Blvd.
Building 6, Suite 3, West Cape May, NJ 08204

609-884-6080

Hours by Appointment
Most insurance plans accepied

SPEND A DAY \N CAPE MAy

UNIQUE GIFTS, FRIENDLY PEOPLE, UNFORGETABLE TIMES

Whale’s
Tale

Sewelry < Gifis « Tops
Cards & More
SIE Wamhmpton Sireet Aall
Tan. Frame [dem
[ T

§ FIBERARTS

EIE n._.urrr.‘flr-...;wn-r

YARN SALE

FEZA & BERROCCO

Happ g

Open Thursday thru Monday

& Oogan 512 Caps May, B.)
509-808-B080
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Clothing & Accessorics
Opem 18-5
506 Washimgton Mall
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Shop
Locally

Cal Aceeanna - The Star & Wana
e S0G-ER4. 3468 MBS ERd- 2203
==l omsonwere ok el Gormcant. reel

Enunnm bt
MT = EMT
Irdigo louch fMossoge & Haalng
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AFPOINTMENTS OMLY 40F-445. 2450

;5

PETE LEOMARD

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
KT State Master Plumber LicB1058454

NEW COMSTRUCTIOM~REMODEL~SERVICE WORK
HOT WATER HEATIMG SYSTEMS

TURM OFFS =~

TURK OMS

609-884-1742
Froudly Serving the Cape May Area 30 years!
Fully insured & Bonded

Kurt Johnson
Builders

New Homes * Alterations = Additions
Kitchens + Baths * Decks * Siding
“38 Years Serving Cape May County”

Five Jolpsan Family .l'Il_.'l.'.;ll_:l_ D v i Cape Way Co

GO9-463-0564

We are proudly celebirating & years in

business! Thank Tou!!
Plumber Joe's LLC

Call or e«mall wich your new conSonICTENn, renovamons,

service ar repair needs coday!!

(&0%9) 884-PIPE (7473)
pimbrjoefloarmcast. et

el o Poedind ) o
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Lapeflay
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 Uoted #1Muslc Festival In NJ

Peoples Cholce Award

Advertise in the offlcal program book for the
Get your business noticed by over 10,000 people!
The book will be inserted into each
Cape May Star & Wave on April 9th
and to each ticket holder at the concerts.

Advertisin

deadline is March 26 for color cover ads

and HApril 1 for inside ads. Reserve Now!
Call Rosanne at the Cape May Star & Wave

609-884-3466 or fax

84-2893

e-mail:cmstarwaveadvertise @ comcast.net




