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Jazz Festival under new director

Continged from page Al

0, he has been playing goitar since
he was five vears ald,

“T have & background in music,
although not professionally, 1 was
going to be a musician before ]
became a scientist,’” he said.

Rigpi has degrees in geology and
hydrogealogy, and worked n his
awn consulting business,

“1 brought something to the table
past directors didn’™ have,” ho said.
“And 1 have the musie appreciation
and musical background to help
me

i said ho has been a longtime
hn of jazz, blues, the standards, and
cven doo-wop.

Riger said as a board member he
plaved a role in the development of
the Jazz Festival that is schaduled to
bogin in two wocks. He said as
treasiurer he worked with the pro-
gram committes, telling them what
the organization could afford and
what they couldn’t. But along with
the financial perspective, Rigel said
he was also bringing a new vision
and mew proposals for taking the
Jazz Festival to the next level.

education programs,” he said.

Rigel would like the festival to
take n new direction and become
more visible in the community,
doing more than two festivals. He
sald with sponsors he envisions put-
ting on a free summer concert
seres. He would also like to get the
face of the Jazz Festival in the com-
munity more offen, sefting up a
table at the various craft shows and
Fairs, just to remind people they are
here.

Riggi sald some of the special
event ideas he has reguire the com-
pletion of the new Convention Hall.

“Our goal right now is to have the
arganization grow and have us move
in that direction,” he said.

He alan believes the Jazz Festival
needs to be innovative to atbract
people in a bad economic thme.

“Im the past year 10,000 non-prof-
ita went under. Several major jaze
festivals cancelled their 2009 pro-
grams, We are not in that situation,
and my goal is to keep us in the run-
ming and help us get through this
cconamy,” he said. “And when
Convention Hall opens we can put
an ong hell of a show,™

ing funds out of the organization. He
antd they have already been cufting
gxpenses, and it's time to look for
more outside funding.

“Major corparations . all over.
The music industry, banks ... we're
going after state money we never
went for bafore. T think the luture
looks very promising,” he said,

Riger =ald there 15 a reason the
Cape May Jazz Festival was voted
the Mo, 1 musle lestival in New
Jersey and his goal is to win again
AEXET VEar.

Setting out on obtaining that goal,
the Jazz Festival s bringing
“Legends and More Blues™ this
spring. The first show will be a trib-
ute to Billy Eckstine and Sarah
Vaughan, with the B-Swingers Big
Band., Saturdsy night's headliner
will be the James Cotton Blues
Band. Both headline shows are at
the performimg arts center at Lower
Ca May Regional High School
Other venies are right in Cape May.

“1 heard their 25th anniversary
CI," Riggd said of the James Cotton
Blues Band. "If you are & blues
lovers that's a show you're mot golng
to want to miss."

daye. He saild some people were
concerned the festival decreased

the number of wenues, but some
were nod avadlable this time around,

times up on headlineg shows and peo-
ple will enjoy the headline shows
and come back to town and enjoy the
Jamm SessHNS,

There is n froe shuttle service that
allows  festival-goers  to ride
between venues in town and from
Cape May to the high school a few
miles away in Lower Township.

Besides those meantioned, the 2004
spring Jazz Festival includes Steve
Bustler, Odean Pope, Sylvia Cuenca,
Mayra Casales, Andrew “Junior
Boy" Joenes, Eddie Shore and the
Wolfgang, usual local favorite Alan
Weber and Frenz, and more.
Performers play on Friday and
Saturday nights the weekend of
Aprl 17-19, in jams Saturday and
Sunday alternoons and there are
free workshops Saturday at Cape
May Elementary Schaal,

Riggi said somcthing new for 2000
15 a pre-festival kickolT party at the
Mad Batter on the Thursday before
the Jazz Featival.

Program and ticket information
for the up-coming jazz festival can
be obtained online at waw.capae-
mayjazz.arg or toll-free at §77-7-
CMJIAZZ. The program guide for the

“TIm town, peaple see s as puiting
on twoe festivals a year. Thore is
minre to i, such as our owtreach and

Singer Songwriter weekend

Contined from page Al

Mountain Cafe early on
Saturcay night and then later
at the C-View Inn, playing his
sivle of music which he refers

to as “Aunstin Overload.”

“1 have besn o a few of
these events over the years.
Other places, people are nice
to you when they hear what
you're doing and why vou're

Bigpr 15 hoping to fund a lot of
future Jazz Festival events with
sponsarship maney rather than tak-
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Besides the

W

shows, Rigai said, there are a lot of
great jams poing on over the two

g headline

COmE,

mrost notably Convention Hall.

“Mol having Convention Hall poses
problems - a lot of obstacles to over-
* Riggl sadd, Y50 weve moved

lestival

wieeh's edition of the Cape May Star
and Wave,

will be included in next

here,” Emmerick continued.
"Bl thas town, 1'd tell peopls
I'm here for the Singer
songwriler  weekend, and
they are patting my back and
wishing me good luck. They
were so supportive.”

The same supportive feeling
was felt by Brooklyn pianist
Doran  Daneff as he per-
formed in the Brown BEoom at
Congress Hall, As he was fin-
ishing his set to thunderous
applause, Lanoff threw his
hands in the air and said,
"How can yvou nol love this
town®"

Laura Warshaoer, who was
performing her pop rock
allernative set in the dioning
rosim of Congress Hall on
Friday night, confessed how
she just loved the weekend.

"You can el by just the
response of the audience how
much peaple wanl youw Lo soc-
ceed," she aaid, catching her

Anna M back on the water

Contined from page Al

home in Springfield, Pa., to
see The Anna Mo laonched,
said boat owners would call
her father, Carl, before they
would call the Coast Guard.

“Imoits day il was the best,™
Pritchard said. "Hundreds of
local peeple fished off that
boat in its 50 years.”

The Anma M was buill al
Cape May Boat Works in 1949
by Harry Mogck, the grandfa-
ther of Buzz Mogck, captain
of the Cape May Beach
Patrol. According to
Fritchard, Harry Mogck was
building tughoats for the
MNavy when he built the Anna
M in 1949, The boat was orig-
inally VETY apartan,
Pritchard =aid, with 21 feet of
cockpil

“There was wvirtually no
cabin . and oo head

breath after finishing for the
evening,

That feeling of support was
abvions in the Pilst House
early Satuwrday mnight, when
17 vear-old Casey Maclkenzie
from Dover, Del, was doing
her pisng solo sel as the
Villanova men's basketball
team was slaging its come-
back against IMitt.

Yet, several dis-hard Mova
fan= at the bar stopped watch-
ing the game 1o listen o this
young woman, who was just
pcepled to Berkley  for
muEie, only to turn back when
chiesrs erupled

A= one aof the Mova fans
bought a CLY, she confessed 1o
MacKenzie how, after a
while, she didn’t ¢are who
won the game becanse she got
1o hear MacKenzie play, As if
that was the best compliment
aver given 1o her, MacKenzie
just beamed a amile and whis-

Galantine =aid. “Dad wounld
have considered this frilly.”

She also said her father
would be glad 1o see the boal
running.

Mogck sold the Anna M 1o
Carl Galantins in 1954, and
Galanting Hished offshore for
the next 50 years, going out
for marlin, sailfish, swordfish
and the like. Pritchard said
the Anma M was in the firs
generation of boats in the off-
shore fishing incustry that
emerged after World War I1.

“The industry  didn’t exis
before that," Pritchard said.

The boal is powered by twin
G-cyvlinder  Detrodt a7
Maturals, which according 1o
Bill Nelson may be war sur-
plus. He smid & number of
local pecple went to Florida
in 1946 (o buy these engimes,
hauled them back and buoili
boats
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pered, “Thank You.”

Will MeCramie, who also
played late at the C-View on
Saturday, was so moved by
the rvesponse he was getting
from the lecals the whaole
weekend, he and another per-
former, LElli Perry, had am
idea for a song that they com-
pleted in 10 mimutes and per-
formed during hizs set. It was
s new Lhat they had to write
the words down on napkins as
MoCranie™s givlfriend  held
anto them so they could read
the lyrics,

“It’s just me as I was walk-
img aroond,” MoeCramie sad
“There iz =omething about
this town that makes me want
to perform. Owver the years,
there me certain places that,
if some gave me a place to
play and a place o stay and
that's all, I'd perform there
tomorraw, Cape May is now
one of those places."

Elli Perry, who also per-
formed ol Congress Hall on
Friday, closed the C-View on
salurday. Betore she stepped
up to the microphone, Perry
saned, “I'm glad [ pel 1o sing
one more time here. There
was one thing | noticed aboul
this whole weekend and that's
nabedy competed with each
other. Singers can get corm-
petitive, Bul not here, nad this
weekend. There was more
couperation then competition
I'm =0 glad T came here.

As Perry sang, her vwords
were shown to be true by the
number of musicians who not
only stayed, but sang along
with the chorus, They harmo-
nized and supported one
anod her,

For one weekend, Cape May
was their world, And they
were glad to be here.

After running for 50 years,
Gralanting sold the boal and il
mainly stayed at dock for the
next  four  years  until
Pritchard acquired the boat
anel was determined (o give il
a new life.

“I's the won, It was al the
end of its life and due to be
broken up amd made o reef,
but as a child of the 70s I =aid
il wan'l happen o this baat,™
he said.

Fritchard snid he was able
to save the boat with the

conperation of Jim Lummis of

Yacht Avenue, where the boat
had been docked ils entire
life. Pritchard said Lummis
and  Peter Corinicione, who
had done the maintenance,
took care of the boat for vears
and later babysat the boat,

The Anna M owas pulled oot
of the water on Jan. 2, 2003,
with the help of Will Hution
and Chriz Berry, who got the
boal moved 1o Pritchard’s
house.

“Will teok the lines off the
boat and drew the working
drawings.”  Prilchard  said
“In the first daya, (master
boat carpentery Mill FEdelman
aurveyed the boat and said,
If you wmnl o orestors Chis
boat I'll get you through the
progect,” and he did,”

Pritchard said Edelman is
the project manager for the
Schooner AL, Meerwald,
Mew Jerseyv's official tall
ahip.

S0 from January 2003,
Pritchard worked on the
Anna M contineously until it
was ready to be launched,
During that time, he said,
hundreds of people stopped
by to reminisce, tell stories
and make “MNoah” jokes,
which scem fitting consider-
g Preitchacd didn't think it
would stop  raining  long
enough Mo them to launch the

boat. A= it was, the ground
was =0 soft, when they trams-
ferred the boat to the trailer,
the traaler’s wheels sunk o
the axles in mud. However,
the movers managed 1o get
under way and around 1 pom.
they arrived al the Caps May
Marina. The boat was later
pulled by a sKiff (o the adia-
cent Roseman's Marina.

“We still have o connect
the propeller shafts to the
engines and install the fly-
bridge (upper steering sta-
tiony, and sea trial iy
Pritchard said. “A lot of
things have been reconfig-
ured. My goal for the project
was nol o recreate the old
baat. The goal was to rebuild
the boal remimizcent of the
old boat with modern
upgrades,”

The revitalized Anna M has
two hends, adir-conditioning,
and its own generator,

Fritchard has a ot of thanks
for diesel mechanic Bob
Hansen  and  welder Dave
Burkhart, a= well as Donald
Wizcoll from Boseman's Boal
Yard, and Mike Volpe from
Michael's Marine
Electronica.

“This promect had o vision
and it was supported by peo-
plee from the marines Trsdes
that are extremely talemted
both as problem salvers and
mechanics,” Pritchard said.

Fritchard said the boat has
been =et up to cruize the
inland waterway, and they
have alveady been invited o
ga ta a small boat rendezvons
at the Independent Seaport
Muzeum, Penns Landi
Fhuladelphia, Pa., on June 14,

Chuck and Hilary Pritchard
are planning a recomamission-
ing at a date to be detormined
and an open howse so people
can tour the Anna M.
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