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Leaving his legacy in stone

Jake Harris lays down his trowel after 61 years

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cixpe May Star and Wars

WEST CAPE MAY - Most
poople are thinking about rotir-
g when they get to 1. Jake
Harris plicd his trade for 61
vears and is finally glving up
the masonry business he started
i 1948,

Robert Jacob Harris, born
Jan. 10, 1920 in Wildwood, actu-
ally worked for another mason-

‘Scout For A Day’ targeting sons of police, fire, EMS

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cope May Star and Wove

CAPE MAY COUNTY - The Boy
Seouts are leoking to expand their
ranks, 5o they are turning to men in
unllorm and asking them to encour-
age their sons to take up the challenge
to become an Bagle Scout.

Cape May County Sherifi Gary
Schalfer has parthered with Bay

Seout Troop 73 and the Bavaea
District to cncourage police, fire

fighters and EMTs fo talk to their

sons about scouting, Schaffer, the for-
mer director of the Cape May County
Police/Fire Training Center, is bor-

rowing that Fecility to host “Scout Far

A Day," n Emgram designed to intro-
duce i:ﬂ‘:-].-‘ﬁ to 14 to scouting,

The non-scouts, or hopefully, pre-
soouts, will participate in a program

provided by the sherlll, which
includes demonstrations of police
training at the academy. Later the
soouts-for-a-day will hear a presenta-
flon from senior scouts to learn aboot
S0t activities.

“It's @ great apporfunity o work
with the sheriff, and this exposes kids
to some pretly awesome tralning and
groat potivitics wo wouldn’t get with-
airt the sherifls support,” Troop 73

committes  chairman  David  Von
Savage said.

The program will actually begin for
scouts on Friday, April 3, in the lec-
ture hall at the police academy.
Seouts will hear from Dr. Alan Arcuri
fraom the Richard Stockton College on
study skills amnd transformation into

high school and college, Later they

Please see Scoul, page A2

Cutting
positions
in Lower?

Council considers
doing with two fewer

police sergeants

By CHRISTOPHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWMNSHIP - Lower
Township Cowncil is loking ot deing
with two fewer police sergeants, who
Mavor Mike Beck said were assigned (o
administrative functicns.

Beck annoonced on Monday his rec-
armimendation to ot fill the position held
by Serpeant Firsl Class Bill Hienkel,
who plans to retive July 1, and to not
hire a new officer when a sergeant 1%
promoted to fill a position being vacated
when LA, Christopher Winler retires in
2009 or early 2000,

Beck said the savings on salanes and
wages would be about 850,000 in X009
but  around  F3HLO00  pext vear,
Councilman Glenn Douglass questioned
whether eliminating two sergeanl posi-
tions would save that much momey.

Beck said staring with o base salary
aver $100.000 and adding healthcare,
pensions, and Social  Secority,  he
believed the number would be close to
F150,0HM) per position,

Douglass said he “totally disagrees"
with reduecing the number of police offi-
cers from 45 to 43,

“Colting admimistrative positions redi-
rects duties to others." Douglass said,
&0 voure redocing the people on the
atreet.”

He said patrol officers wounld be kept
off the street while performing adminis-
trative functions,

“My concern is that the officers won't
have the necessary backup when nesd-
ad." he =aid.

Beck said the township had (o staot
reducing the number of personnel ot
employvs or il won't be able (o make its

Hlegse see Lower, poage A2
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Christopher South/Cope Moy Stor and Wawe

The Anna M is shown shortly before being lamched at the Cape May Marina. Below, owner Chuck Pritchard can be seen
an the vessel he restored owver the past six years.

The Anna M
1s back at sea

By CHEISTOPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CATE MAY - The amall group of onlookers who
braved the cold weather to see the launching of the
Anna M broke into applause as she touched water
Tuoesday, ending & six-year strefch when the vesss]
was not afloat, and starting its new life as a pleas-

Chuck Pritchard acquired the 47-foot wooden
boal nicknamed “The Tower™ becanze the previouns
captain was often called upon to tow other vessels.
Carolanne Galanting, who came down from her

FPleose see Anna M, page AID

Fans fall for music as musicians fall
for Cape May at Singer Songwriter

By JOHN ALVAREY
Copre Moy Stor and Woee

ry contractor for about five
years., According to his daugh-
ter, Pamazla ]-InLTis-Tmmgl. her
father told about coming home
and practicing brick laying,
ising mud as mortar.

"When he was able to do it
perfectly he started his own
business,"” she =said.

Harriz graduated Wildwood
High 5chool in 1940, That year
he placed first in the State of
New Jorsey in the guarter mile.

Courtesy of Harris family/Cape Moy 2or and ¥Waove
Jake Harris, shown on a kocal beach, was a waell
known figure as a masonry contractor oparatng for
onar Gl years,

Harris had
already won &
o zilver meaedal in

the Penn Eelays
i 19349, o

Harris went on

to Shaw
University in
Ralefgh, MN.C.,

where he was
studying Blologi-
cal eciences.

But the U.5.
Army had other
plans for Harrs,
With World War

goINg O,
Harris was draft-
ad and sent ta the
South Pacific. He
was already mar-
ried when he was
sent o New
Guinea,  where
he worked as a
guartermaster.

H arris
returned  from
the war bt nat to
his studies.

“1 plocked
[mMasonry) u
alter the war.
had to do some-
thing ... T had a

family,"” he said.

Harris has been married to his
wife Clara for &7  vears.
Aceording ta Clara, her hus-
band loved his work.

“He worked all around North
Cape May, Wildwood, Villas,

‘He worked all
around North Cape
May, Wildwood,
Villas, West Cape
May ... he worked
all over and was
well known,’
—Clara Harris

West Cape May ... he worked all
over and was well known,” she
said.

Clara Harris said her husband
warked long hours, often seven
days & week, He did brick work,
laid driveways, put in pavers,
and did stucco and plaster
wark. Harris said he liked the
brick work most of all. His
crowning achlevement may
have been building the home
where he and Clara ralzed thres
children.

“He did what he loved. He
loved building,” his daughter
said.

Clara Harris said although her
husband enjoyed sports, espe-

Please see Harrls, page A2
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CAPE MAY - Last Priday might,
with a tremendous amount of ener-
gy, the sscond Singer Songwriler
Festival hit the ground running. Just
a5 it chid im last year's indtial offering,
most of the musicians attending the
testival were quickly moving
through the streets of Cape May, try-
ing o learm the lay of the land as
well as get the location of a particu-
lar performer or group they wished
to see.

And all seemed o be falling in lowve
with this quaint seashore Victorian
town,

“This town is amazing,” said Tim
Emmerick, 26, of Buffalo, NY
Emmerick performed at the Jackson

Plaase see Slnger, page A10

Chiristapher South/Cabe May Sar ard Wave
Tam Vollman, rom Milwaukes, Wi,
performed at the Pilet Howse on
Saturdy night

New Jazz Fest with new director

By CHRISTOFHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Ware

CAPE MAY - The Friends of Cape May
Jazz started the new year with another
unlgue Jazz Festival planmed for April
17-1% and a new captain at the helm.

The board of directors met Feb, 9 and
hired Salvador A. “5al" Rigegil Jr. as its
new executive director.

Rigpi. already o volunteer and board
member, served as treasurer last year.
Rigpi said he brought more than 20 years
af high executive management experi-

ence and he believes the board saw it
paving off,

“When they saw how I handled finan-
clal plans, management plans, rather
than go owtside they decided to offer me
the position,” he sad,

Riggil happily sccepted the position and
went to work the next day,

“1 had been doing a lot of the work
before,” he said,

Rigpi =aid he brings a music back-
ground to the position he sccepted, Now

Plemse see Jazz Fesl, page A10



