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SPORTS
Lady Tigers best ancther
highly rated team, Al4

Lou Rodia: The “big ane’
that got away, Ald

Fishing report: imit
catches of bass, Ald

CAPE MAY

Update on
Convention Hall, AS

Decision on vending

Budget cut would be nearly $250,000

Cape May Mayor Mahaney suggests budget, proposed tax

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cope May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - On Tuwesday Mayor
Edward Mahaney suggested cutting
about 5250,000 from the 515 million
209 municipal budget and cutting
the proposed tax rate increasse by
nearly a penny,

Mahaney referred to a three-pa
executive summary he drafted with
the help of Councilwoman Terri
Seraim, saving he was proposing to cut
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Set your clock an hour
ahead for daylight saving

DWI citation
for off-duty
Lower cop

By CHRISTOPHER 50UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

NORTH CAPE MAY - An off-duty
Lower Township police officer was
charged with driving while intoxicated
after he allepedly sideswiped a Mew
Jersey Transit bus on Townbank Road.

Police received o report of a molor
vehicle accident around 1:40 am.,
Feb, 25, involving the bus and a pray
pickup truck. The bus driver said he
was traveling west on Tovnmbank Hoad
approagching Bayshore when a gray
Dodge pickop truck traveling the
other direction swerved into his lane
and sideswiped the rear of the bus,

Police said neither of the two passen-
gers on the bus at the time of the acci-
dent were injured.

Lower Township police conducted an
intensive search of the area locking for
the vehicle, and around 5:30 a.m., St
John Chew noticed fresh scrape marks
on Crawtord Bosd, Chew followed the
ascrape marks, which led to a Crawford
Hoad residence of a Lower Township
police afficer, where he located a gray
Diogge pickup truck with heavy fromt-
end damage. Lower Township Police
Chief Edward Donohue s=aid the
Crawford Hoad residence was the
home af Det, Bobert Smith, bt at the
time Smith apparently had no knowl-
edee of the vehicle being lefl there,

Police =aid officers determined the
truck was registered o Lower
Township Police Officer Doug
Whitten, 44, a 1d-vear veleran of the
Lower Township Police Department.

Please zee DWI, page A2

High tech parking
meters could increase
revenues in Cape May

By CHEISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY -

(People parking) can
avoid a ticket and revenue
to the city stays the same.”
—Councilman
David Kurkowski

the city, which iz hard-pressed for

new sources of revenm:,

Furkowski gave city council a
presentation on Photo Yielation
Technology's proposal to install
high tech parking meters to the
city in exchange for & piece of the

parking pie.

According to Kurkowski, Photo
Violation Technology has offered

Councilman
David Korkowskl said new high
tech parking meters that zers out
when a car pulls oul of a spal
could bring in extra revenue for

The company would install SO
meters - one for every twa
melered parking spaces,

“This i preferable to one per
block,” Burkowski said.

He =aid the meters would han-
dle coins, all denominations of
bills, and credit cards. Kurkowski
siid the melers can
also be linked to a cell
phonge and the charges
would appear on the
customer's phone bill,

The u=ser would also
b piven the oplion of
paying by the hour or
for the duration of
their stay in that space.
Fourkowski said a cam-
era in the meter would
take a photo of the car
and a hockey puck
sized sensor would 1ell
if the car pulled owt of the space.

“IF someons pulls onl il senses
the space is empty and zeroes out
the meter,” he snid,

Instead of finding time on a
meter, each driver would have (o
start at Zero.

Burkowski said thers are alzo
provisions for parking viclations,
He sadd the city ¢ould program

te replace all the city's parking

meters with their high tech metaer,

Flease see Meters, page Al

£248 775 from this yvear's budget, Part
of the reason, he said, was to offset
the increase in water/sewer [acilities
charges and sewer rates, which will
cost homeowners about 25 percent
more. He said thccflmpns::d 2. 1-cent
tax increase could be eut to 1,13

CCmLs.
“That mean-a the owners of a
£500.000 pro would see their

taxes go ||[:| -1 ﬁ 50 in 2004, Mahaney
said. “Under a 2.1-cont incroase they
woulld have gome up $1058."

Mahaney sald the magority of the
savings would come in the area of
aalaries and wages through attrition,
freczing wages in some positions, and
management of employvees. Mahaney
said his proposal was to not fill four
full-time pozitions and one part-time

osition that would be vecated by

e 30,

Mahaney said he recommended
increasing the funding for the grants
coordinator to $29.000, but part of the
salary is pald for through administea-

rate immcrease cuts

tive fees contalned in the grants.

“That's exactly the rationale for the
increase,” Mabaney sald, responding
te & gquesticon by Councilman David
Eurkowski.

He said the city necded to spend
more money on applving for grants
and low-interest loans.

He zald he would confer with the
police chief arding the need for
thres full-time detectives and & full-

Please see Budgetl, page A2
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A blanket of white

’ Up o 10 inches of snow piled up throughout

the region Sunday night into Monday. bringing
March n like a lion for 2007, Above, the snow

ly scenmsc walkway o the 51, Pater's Beach,
May Point, Below left, a city truck clears snow

from the Washington Strest Mall, Below,
snow gilds a pane baugh, Borom, waves crash

everything look better, even a natural-
5t. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Cape

Cionve jerty.

Some Villas homeowners could start getting gas as early as this year

By CHRISTOFPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

LOWER TOWMSHIF - Some of the
ﬁp}:rm:lmatcl}' 450 homeowners in
l1as who have shown an interest in
being South Jersey Gas customers,
the conversion from lguid propans
(LPGT to natural gas, could come as
as South Jersey
gas lincs in
awnship,

aarly as this year,
Gas begins installi
that section of Lower

South  Jersey Gas,

township,

208 and have spent much

Todd Gordon, sales manager with
appeared at
Monday's tovnship council meeting
to update the governing body on
plans to extend gas service in the
Representatives
announced their plans in September
al’ the
time in between then and now trying
to sell residents on connecting fo
natural gas, Gordon said there is an
informational meefing scheduled

ty officials for their support.

for March 14 at 7 pom. in the town-
ship mesting room, and the compa-
ny hopes te begin construction this
month. He sad so Par about 450
homeowners have shown an interest
and they would be getting additional
applications out to people. Cordon
said the gas company would contin-
ue to market in the neighborhoods,
and he thanked township and coun-

Gordon also sald there was help

from the state to cover the cost of
the converaion,

Councilman Thomas Conrad said
he has heard from a sumber of
Bayside Village residemnts who are
anxious to get gas,

“Our development will be based
aat interest,"” Gordon said. “That will
help us decide how we extend out
from Bayshore Road."

Doputy Mayor Fovin Lare asked
how the gas company would decide

where and when it would extend the
lateral lines down side streets.
Gordon said, again, it would be
determined by interest, saving the
most concentrated arcas of intercst
woulld get service Nirst. Asked about
streets where a single user might
want service, Gordon sald if it meets
the cost benefit analysis they would
rumn & lne to that home.

Please see Villas gas, page A2



