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Some HPC members want
bigger role on pile driving

Members looking
Lo protect historic
homes

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wore

CAPE MAY - Some Historic
Preservation  Commission
mizmbers would like the HPC
to play a greater role in pro-
tecting historic homes from
damage due to pile deiving.

The HPC had asked its
solicitor, Robert Fineberg, to
se if the HPC could requirc
an engineer's report when
there would be pile driving as
part of an application,

Om Monday Fineberg told
the HPC it was not within
their jurisdiction to monitor
pile driving, but that was a
function of the construction
alfice.  But some members
th-:IUﬁht it would be good for
the HPC to know where pile
driving was taking place in
arder to warn owners of his-
toric structures abouat the
potential damage to their
homes from vibration related
to pile driving.

“The HPC wants to be given
specific notice of pile diaving
activities,” Fineberg said.
“We are requesting discus-
sion with city council con-
cerning the ordinance and the
noed to strengthen it

Fineberg sald the HPC
might recommend amending
the ordinance to list pile deiv-
mF technigques that cause less
vibration, as well ag include &
section reguiring notification
tiox the T[Pﬂ. when plles are fo
b driven.

The city's ardinance
requires builders to provide

Beach Theatre on hold

Continued from page Al

centered around the reguest
for a variance for the number
af parking spaces.

MNemad told the planning
board the existing theater,
retall units and restaurants
require 184 parking spaces.
Thirteen spaces are currently
provided.

Under the apphicant’'s pro-
posal the parking reguire-
menl would be reduoced 1o 66
and the applicant is propos-
ing 26 parking spaces for the
project, reducing the non-
conformity from 171 o 4i
Memad said the reduction
would result in o significant
reduction in the nmumber of
cars coming 0 amd leaving
the location.

Opponents asked the plan-
ning beard not to grant a vari-
amee from the 2oming law pro-
hibiting stacked parking.
Cape May  only allows
stacked parking at the city's
three Victorian botels. The
exception is meant to pre-
serve the existence of these

Ordinance changes

Continued from page Al

already been discussed by the
committee becanse of the
abwious impact on the neigh-
borhieods.

Mahaney said about five of
the areas could be discussed
separately with the residents
because of their complexity.
He also recommended the
committes look at making
Liberty Way, between the
mall and Our Lady Star of the
Sea school parking lof, a fire
ZONE.

The Ordinance Review
Committee also recommend-
ed amending the peddier
ordinance to case the prohibi-
thon on vending within 75 leet

the construction office with
an enginesr’s reporl saving
pilings are necessary before
any pile driving may begin,
The intent of the ordinance
was o prolect  adjacent
homes, primarily in the his-
toric districtl, from undue
stress caunsed by wibration
related o pile driving,

Commission Member
Warmen Copeland said when a
resident is given notice of pile
driving the properly owner
might not understand the
potential impact of the proj-
ect. He said ke would like the
HEP 1o have inpal where pile
driving might affect historic
buildings,

Fineberg said he wasn't dis-
agresing with Copeland™s
position, but was saying pile
driving was an issue oulside
the HPPC's jurisdiction.

"This commission was nol
established to deal with this
kind of issme,” Finebarg sand,
“The construction official is
licensad for those things.”

HPFC member Tom Carroll
saicl he agreed with both
Fineberg and Copeland, esti-
mating damage from loosen-
ing plaster could cost hon-
dreds of thousands, Carroll
said the city protects itself
and summer visilors from
noise related to pile driving
but it i=n"t addressing the
impact of vibration on the
neighbarhoods

Corbin Cogswell said a
recenl construction project in
Frog Hollow wsed pilings, and
the: method wsed cansed Little
wvibration.

*This is something somseone
needs to recommend for the
histore distrct,” he said,

Marvann Gaffney said other
projects, like installing waler

and sewer lines, canse vibra-
tion domage as well, She said
she and husband Jerry expe-
rienced damage la= vear dos
to pile driving, but the inswar-
amce company  denied 1heir
claim. Jim Wyatt said the
developer  ¢an  purchase
insurance specifically for
damage like this, bul Carmoll
zald insurance comes into
play after the damape has
been done. He said he would
like G0 ses the “most gentle
method"” of pile driving be

mancated rather than
encoraged.

Fineberg =smd the HPC
should discuss the matter

with ¢ty council and see if
they could amend the ordi-
nance o regquire the HPC be
notified when there i3 a
polential impact on the bis-
toric district.

Grant for HPC surveys
authorize

On Tuwesday, city council
authorized a grant applica-
tion for a second phase of the
recent historic sareey, City
manager Bruce MacLeod
snid the gramt would allow the
city to continee with 5 swrvey
started two years ago, during
which owver 300 structures
wers  sorveyed., The new
grant would provide $34, 900
per vear for the next two
years, and the city is hoping
I have 400 surveys complel-
ed each year.

MacLeod said the deadline
far the application is Jan. 5,
and  the resolution  they
passed authorizing the appli-
cation was part of the appli-
cation packet.

historic structores, bual no
such variance has been grant-
i for new construction,
Asked to comment on the
prohibition on siacked park-
ing, Hurless testified that
while zoming law prohibits

stacked parking, the
Residential Hile
Improvenent Standards

approve parking an aotoms-
bile outside a garage, which
iz what the applicanl pro-
posaed. Hurless" staternemnt,
which included separating
the residential and commer-
cial elements of the project,
seemed to negate arguments
macde by opposition speakers,
including planner Richard
Litke, who said stacked park-
ing was sometimes a safety
maller

Members of the public testi-
fiecd that granting the parking
variance would be a detri-
menl o the commumily and
would set an unwanted prece-
dent. Memad arpoed that case
law says every application for
a variance 15 specific and no
precedent is created by
granting & variance

Franks Invesimenis has
been procesding with the
application for development
of the Beach Theatre while
nepaliating  with the Beach
Theatre Foundation, a group
formed with the goal of pre-
serving Cape DMay's one
remaining movie theater, The
group took owt a 3100000
Inan from the city from a
Small Cities Developruant
Blogck Granmt, The money
allowed the BTF to lease the
theater while i sought
investors to purchase and
rehabilitate the Beach
Theatre.

Franks Invesiments has a
permit to demolish the the-
aler, but plans (o rehabilitafe
the retail space om Beach
Avenne

Planning board chairman
Bill Bezaire asked the board
members if any had any prob-
lem showing up for the Dec
23 meeting. None indicated
there would be a problem,
Bezaire anmounced that no
more  lestimony  would  be
taken on the application prior
1o the vole on Dec, 23

brate the anniversary,

Jamnice Brown/'Cape May Star and Wee

Cape May's 400th anniversary queen and king

The city named Charles "Bud” Swain and Patricia Milligan king and gueeen for the city's 400th
Anniversary, to be celebrated in 200%, The anniversary commemorates the 1609 voyage of
Henry Hudson, whao sailed to Cape May, where his boat became stuck on g sand bar until the
ticde came in, The kind and gueeen will participate in numeroes activities being planned o cele-

City of Cape May Police
Department reports

CAPE MAY - The Cape May Puolice
Department reports that police are investi-
gating the following incidents: A victim,
from Quecns, N.Y., reports the theft of
£1 00 dollars from her pocketbook while
shopping the afternoon of Saturday, Dec.
&, on the Washington Street Mall. The
Dctective Dhvision is investigting the case.

At &M pom, on Saturday,
and rescue squad personnel responded to
Columbia Ave, and Franklin 5t for a motor
vehicle sccident involving a pedestrian.
The pedestrian, a 34-vear-old female,
while crossing the street, was struck by an
SV traveling on Columbia Ave. The
was transported

aglonal Medical Center lor observation.

The accident investipation, led by St
Johin Bobik and Detective Dekon Fashaw,
is continuing and no summonses have boen

cdostrian

izsued at this time.

At B pom. on Dhex. 6, police were dis-
patched to the 7-11 store on Broadway in
West Cape May for a fight call. Police
arrested Charles L. Hearon, 31, of Lower
Township, for robbery following an inves-
tigation by Patrolman Coll that revealed

ec, 6, police

to Cape

being questoned aboul possessing con-
cealed merchandise for which the store
had mot been paid,

Hearon was placed in the Cape May
County Correctional Center after he was
unable to post the 5150,000 bail set by
West Cape May Municipal Court Judge
David DeWecse.

Cape May Police, Fire and Public Works
responded to an early morning Sunday
motor vehicle accident near the infersac-
tion of Beach Drive and Wilmington Ave.,

At 3:16 am. on Dec. 7, the driver of a car
involved in & one car accident called police
to the scene. The car, operated by Angle
FPark, 17, of Millville, N.J., was traveling
north on Beach Dr, and falled to negotiate
the left turn onte Wilmington Avenue. The
car then drove up and over the ssawall,
The vehicle, a 2007 Mazda, sustained dam-

age and began leaking fluids onto the sea-

Hearon assaulted the store manager after

wall and sand. The driver and two ocou-
pants reported no injuries. A fow service
removed the vehicle from the seawall and
towed it from the scene. Following his
imnvestipation, Patrolman Eyle Grossman
cited the driver for careless driving.

Arts and entertainment briefs

East Lynne's last two per-
fermanees of (L Henry

CAPE MAY - Thers are
only two performances left of
Easl Lynne Theater
Company’s well-received
winrld premiers, main stage
production of “0. Henry'a
Christmas Stories:” Friday
and Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13,
all an &: 3 p.m, The location is
The  First Presbyterian
Chureh, 500 Hughes 5i
Tickets are 520 for general
adrmission; £10 for stodents;
and ages 12 and under are
always free. For information
ar reservations: 884-5308 or
on the web al wwnw.eastlyn-
netheater.org.

Cape Mav Stage marks
Drec. 20 a "Wonderful Might®

CAPE MAY - For the past
two years, Cape May Stage
has made a point of giving
back to the comrmonity by
hasting special mights of the-
atre for local civic and cultur-
al orpanizations. In this tra-
dition, Cape May Stage has
dedicated Saturday evening
Dec. 20 as “Sea Horse Farm

Scholarship Night al  the
Theatrea."
Gary Weeks and Jenna

Riker of Sea Horse Farm both
noted that s often money is
donated for sports, but ravely
for horseback riding. Cape
May Stage is pleased to
donate twenly percent of the

of an intersection west of
Madison Avenue. The con-
cern is having hot dog ven-
dors located in  beiween
parked cars, forcing cus-
tomers to walk in the sireet. 4
specific concern was a spot
located near Second Avenue.

The location is a int of
contention between the ven-
dors, the city and the

Johnston family, owners of
the Cove Restaurant. The
Johnstons object to the ven-
dors being located so close to
thelr restaurant, which they
gay is already an area of high
traffic  congestion.  The

Johnstons believe the city is
showing Favoritism to the
vendors, particularly by mow-
ing one designate

Incation

Volunteers in
Medicine
of
Cape May
County
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For inforimation on
sponsoring medical care
at the climic, please call:

from Poverty Beach to the
Cove Beach area.

The vendors maintain they
are not competing with the
Cowe Restaurant, which fea-
tures affordable seafood din-
ners. They also say they are
not adding to traflic conges-
tion because their customers
generally walk up on the
beach side, coming from the
beach or promenads.

Favro racommended
amending the ordinance 1o do
away with the distance
requiremeant and simply des-

ignate seven spots along

ach Avenue where vending
would be permitted. The cur-
rent ordinance states there
should be no vending within
25 feet of an intersection or
within 75 feet of an intersec-
tlon west of Madison Avenue,
Favre said designating spots
and including a map i the
ordinance would eliminate
spaces belng changed arhbi-
trarily, as they could only be
changed by amending the
ordinamce.

SUDAK - DANAHER FUNERAL HOME

815 WASHINGTON STREET, CAPE MAY, NI
609.884.3793

Burial - Cremation - Pre-Funeral Counseling

Drawvid M. Danaher, Mgr. - Dennis Spilker, Dir.

NJ. Lic. No. 3285

NI, Lic. No, 4038

Evo

FUNERAL HOMES,INC, SINCE IHTW
NORTH CAPE MAY & VILLAS

886-7111

WYN WA, EVOY, 8K, Pres. N lic. no. 2Ras
RICHARD M. RADER. Mgr., NI lic, no. 3585
WESLEY Db, KLINE, Dvir, NI lic, no, gq0i
ANDEREW SIMMONS, Dir, NI lic.no, 3561

CAPE MAY COUNTY CREMATORY

886-7112

box office proceeds to the
Farm's Horseback Riding
Scholarship fund to help a
meedy student i 2009,

Currently playing on the
stage is avward-winning play-
wright Steve Murray's “This
Wonderful Life™ the visoally
stunning stage adaptation of
the perenmially pogalar holi-
day film, It's a Wonderful
Life, Cape May Stage hopes
everyone will come buy a
ticke! and help 1o make *This
Wonderful Life™ on Dec. 20 a
sill-oul performamce,

Tickets are 535 adulis, 325
seniors, and 1250 students
Call (509} 334-1341 for tick-
els and information or visit
the theatre's web-site,
WWW CapEmaysiage, com

SOCIALLY
SPEAKING

by

Sally Snoop

INTRODUCING
ANEW COLUMN

SALLY SNOOP IS OUR NEW GAL
AROUND THE TOWN. SHE WANTS
TO KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH
YOU. GOT A NEW PET? KIDS
GOING OFF TO COLLEGE? BIRTHS?
ANNOUNCEMENTS? HAVING A
PARTY? FAMILY CELEBRATIONS?
FAMILY COMING IN FOR
A VISIT? ANY SOCIAL EVENTS?
CLUB NEWS? HELPFUL COMMUNITY
PROJECTS? WHERE DID
YOU EAT THIS WEEK?

TELL SALLY SNOOP!

JUST SEND AN EMAIL TO SALLY:
starandwavesally({@yahoo.com
or mail to Star & Wave
600 Park Blvd. #28,

W. Cape May, N] 08204




