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City not going off the deep end with swiming pools

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

Crope May Star and Winere

CAPE MAY - City officials
did mot go off the deep end
afler receiving  complainis
from the public about swim-
ming poels, bol instend creat-
ad a committee to review cur-
renl zoning related o pools,

Mayor Edward J. Mahaney
A, a statolory member of the
Planping Hoard, said he
served on the Flanning Board
firom 1991 to 2003 and did not
remember swimming  poocls
being a kot button issue.

*The anly (poolsy I remem-
ber at that time were motels,”
he sand,

When Mahaney was elected
mayor be retorned 1o the
Planping Board snd found
swimming pools had become
a controversial matter.

Corrently, the zoming ordi-
nance saya swimming pools
are nod incladed in lob gover-
age, only the decking arcund
il,

A commitiee was formed to
examine lhe swimming pool
izsue and Bill Mureay and
Artie  Pittman  from  the
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two friends of mine. [ had just
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Zoning Board, Havley Shuler

amel Bill Bezaire from the
Flanning  Beard, Craig
Hurless, engineer for both
boards, attormey George

Miedip and an atlorney from
Monzo and Catonese.

Mahaney said the Zoming
Board assked for a meeting
with ¢ty council becanse
they felt they were not getting
entmgh response from com-
mittes.

“They wanted an oplion o
come back to us that really
looked at all the critera, all
the issues regarding swim-
ming paoals,” Mahamey S
“Also an option that is legally
permissible amd defensible.”

Mahaney =zaid he thought
this was a way (o have both
boards operate  together,
which 15 needed becanse
when the Zoning Board has
am issue thal is controversial,
they must bring it to attention
12 the Planning Board, which
makes a recommendation to
city oouneil, The joinl com-
mittee is scheduled to attend
the Ckt, & city council work
session, where the topic of
swimming pools  will  be

necded pru:-}j-:-:fs. Now, my
freends and [ are big at quoi-
ing lines from movies, My
friend, Erica Axelson, alter
hearing what 1 had said, qguot-
ed the line from the movee
Wedding Crashers  when
Vinee Vaughn s making bal-
loon animals, In the movie,
this punk kid says, ‘Build me
a bicycle clown.' I thought of
all the scrap mahogany and
spare material [ had from my
projects and thought, well,
maybe I want to build a bike
ourt of wood.™

Samuelson continued, "My
mind started racing. It was
like midnight and I went
bome and stacted dreawing up
shetches. When I was fin-

mpan Bazase

Happy Baby/Baby Boutigue
Shirt Bhap al Cape My
Cepe Mery Sandal Shoppea
Donna's Halmark

Cape Liquars
KEsinFreshhaals | S@ve Varica)
Priveta Dpnar (M Skirkar)
Sturdy Bank

Cape May Sigre

Privata Dionor [sanmy Villeccn|
Cape May Bagal

Suneal Baach Sparlsman’s Club
Summer Shina Jawels
Unequely Yours

Guardian

Caryon Chulb

Privaka Donor

Patricia Jackson Jewalar

& Trading Compary

Tomy's Manng Supphy
Jim's Bail & Tackle

Cape May Dait & Tackle
West Marine

Cape May on Canvas

Mrt Déoar

Cabanas

Cape Mey Star & Wave
Cape My Wicker

Lauia's Pizza

WAMA Taxas Ava

CeVipw

Seaside Cheseges

Artizan Sakin

Capa Crignt

Flarksar Vies FasiEurant
Lucky Barsas

Magc Hrain Gybar Lale
Thir Cove: Boskzurans
Bhoady Manys Bar & Gril
Diepat Market

West=ick Maroat

Labmster House

Captans Covea

sand Grill

Eats's Flowar Shoo

Mens Faghauram

Mad Batler

Shiekds Bike Fanial

Mig= Chiris Maring

Exit Fard Siom

Hands Bail Shop
Aleathea'sInn of Cape May
Elack Duck

Gaprgs's Place
CGodmothers

Fiar Houge

Filot Howsa

VFW Post 36
Cape May, NJ

wishes to Thank All the

following contributors for the
Clam Bake Auction:

Aefrel Image

Workd Gym

Saan's Faeslauran

‘Washnghon Inn

GCape Fitness

G Mary Shage

Wingria Hobal

Arzans Aloove Estale Jawalars
Camling Bautique

Coape May Lumbar

Antigue hogranch

Brathers 1

Balance Pilatas & 'r'tgﬁ
Cage Meay Bird Closarvatony
Cape May Whale & Dalphin
Cape May Whale Watcher
Eagt Coagl Paragsl]

Uncia Bill's. Morh Capa May
Bamboa Shack Boutiqua
Erma Dek

Moerow's Nut Howse (boardwalk)
Zou's Baachimant Eabary
Cape May Per 3 & Driving Fange
Halipnd Fizza

Marnn's of Cape May

Uncia Bills, Capa May

Cape Mey Bekara

Lowe tha Cook

Doran by the Sea

Meaking WWaves

s 5 Bragze

Aeorass The Way

Autherlic Spotewaar

Cape Mey Beach & Kit

Shark Bait

Waariheslust

Cancles of Capa May

Privada Donor

Mary Ann's Jeweler

Privvate Donds

Laura’s Fudgs

Fralingar's Salt Watar Tatfy
Bindnouse ol Cape May
South Jarseny Marng

Trace YWWinds

Privater Donor

Sea Gear

Cape Port Maring

Mladarmes Parl

Flying Fish Studio

Miwth Baach Haalth Clus
Utsch's Marira

Summar Sall Beash Shop
Cape Meay lce Gream Faclory
Sunzet Boach Gilt Shon
Cape May Poirl Stale Park
Searman’s Ligquoss
Binckbuster, Marth Cape May
Cotlion CompanyiLace Sihoualies

addressed.

Asked aboul the purpose of
reatricting lot  coverage,
Mahaney said it incloded sev-
eral factors: recharging the
pround waler system, con-
taining storm water run-off,
and mainiaining gresn space

“In the oldest part of town
thes 1ot coverage 15 S pereent
plus and we are constantly
acdressing storm waler run-
off,” Mahaney =aid “Years
apn a ol of down spouls wenl
in the ground and went into
L sanilary sewer,™

Mahaney =said the coumnty
was charging the city for that
storme water as if it were
sewige, However, Mahaney
believes that situation has
heen eliminated

Mahaney aaid restricting lot
coverage has a gquality of life
glement, which includes
neighbors having a senze of
privacy, the appearance of
the nedghborbood, and want-
ing to have some gresn space.

Taller homes ower over
and shade amaller homes,
and homeowners might fes
like all their activities are
being abserved, Mahaney

aaid large homes that take wp
miost of the ol are also unat-
tractive.

“And vou want il Lo look like
a city with a healthy, environ-
mental sense,” e said, “That
iz critical in Cape May. We
need o have az: much green-
ary as possible, especially for
our migralory avian popula-
tion, which also needs a food
sonree,”

Mahaney snid the joint com-
millee would mot be dealing
with  pool-related noise,
which has been raised ai sey-
eral of the last city council
meslings

“Moise is not a zoning issue.
Moise 15 an issue under the
purview of city council amd
somelhing ity council will
address,"” Mahaney aaid.

Mahaney s he believed
the majority of the complaints
abontl pool meise came from
neighborhoods with smaller
levts, where the noise tended
to carry over into neighboring
vards, and where There were
previsusly no pools. He =aid
must of the complaints were
coming from the area east of
Madhison Avenus and aboul a

block off Beach Avenue. He
=pid that area has been traci-
ticnally quiet.

*As soean s somebody pels o
pool, the noise transcends
into the neighborbeoed and i
seems very loud because it's a
magor  change,”  Mahaney
=aid.

The mayor said ity cooneil
would have to review the
mrise ordinance with partico-
lar emphagia on recreational
features such as pools,

Mahaney also =zaid the city
dicl net receive a5 many noise
complaints this summer as in
previons years, He said mos
pecple in town are trying to
contral the amount of noise
they make and the police
department has dons a good
Job of warning offendears.

“From what 've galhered,
mast property owners or ten-
anls when informed of the
-_-:-mplain'r do tone the noise
down,”™ he zaid,

Mnhaney aaid the primary
enforcement  ¢omes  from
peer pressure, which he said
is more beneficial and an
improved way of solving a
problem, He said the couneil

membera have a particular
sensilivily about this issne, as
they do with respect to all
property owners” rights

“With  every  measure
passed we have o make sure
protects property 0Wners
rights are protected bul also
do nat abridge a neighbaring
property owner's rights,” he
gaid.

Al the Septl, 15 city coumncil
meating, resident Charlotte
Todd guestions] whether a
neighborhood was mproved
by the installation of & swim-
ming pool. She said the exist-
ing nadse ordinance seemed
to primarily define noise in
relation to construction, Todd
recommended a wide vegeta-
tive: buffer be required for all
swimming pooala, such as
planting in the entire 10-fool
sethack avea between proper-
Lies,

“So people can read a book
withoot nodse all day and all
might,” ahe said.

ished drawing, I went to
gleep, saving to mysell, ‘1
hope 1 wake vp in the morn-
ing thinking this was a stuped
idea.! The next morning 1
started cutting the wood

In the beginning, it was
vather & slow  start lor
Samuelzon.

“The original bike was

made from spproximately
120 pleces of wood. T had
made all these thin picces
because some of them had to
bend., So I could only put
together 10 to 15 pleces at a
time. It was veally slow
because | could only put
together some pieces and
wait & mindmum of 24 hours,
I'd work on it about an hour
or two. Then three weeks
would go by, and I'd work on
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it for ancther hour or twe,

“After two months of Fan-
domly working, it started
looking hke a bike to me”
Samuelson said. "My dad
would stop in the shop occa-
sionally when I was working
an it and he would ask, “You
serionsly building a wooden
bicycle® He sald this to me
for 11 out of 12 weeks. To oth-
ers, il Was Just a big square
block of epoxy and fillers, but
I could see the bike in there.
It got to & point to where [
cotld crilze with the work. [
could shape it, drill holes and
put parts onto it The last twoa
weeks, [ was just so engulfed
in the project.”

Said Samueclson, “Then I
finally fnished it and every-
one was freaking out about it
saving it o1& s cooll
Everybody was saying some-
thing aboat it

Even Samueclson’s dad
Richard was impressed.

‘In the end, when there was

thiz ke on the workbench,
he was bringing his friends
dossymy To see 11"

With the compliments cama
the obyious question;
Wwas next?

“Work started getting busy

what
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and I kind of chilled out with
the praject. But everybody
had their two cents on what 1
meeded to do with thes and it
wasn't stop,” Samuelsen said
with a chuckle. “Sa, a few
months after 1 finished the
bBike, T pot a crew together
with my fricnds Chad
Shagren, Justin Nash, and
Paul Enepley, who was an
architect major at Syracuse
niversity. All of us are
guards and each one of us
feels wo have something sig-
mbhicant 1o contribiite”

As the crew was being put
together, Samuoelson  was
going over what it took to
actually bufld his wooden
bike.

“I estimated 1T took about
125 hours to build this one
bike. Probably more to hon-
est," Samuelson said. “IF 1
wanted o make 10 of these, it
would be 1250 hours, 1 esti-
mated I would have to charge
some ridiculons amount for
thes bike.”

Samuclson  continoed, 1
thought ‘how could T do this
more efficiently? 1T figured
aurf [ could cut dovwn the man
hours to 20 and build 10 bikes
at once, | sald, we can try to
sell these ten. IF it docsn't
workout, we each have a
wooden bike. If it dees work
aut, we are the coolast guys
over,” hio said with a laugh.

The new desdgn?

“We (Paul Knepley) stum-
bBled on to this  design
bechuzse, enginecring wise, it
solved & Few problems. Time
wise, it knocked down the

picces needed from 120 ta 45,
Also, we're testing it in Cape

May. The new design is a
beach criser, It just made
sonse.”

O the side of the bike i=s
engraved the word Woody, a
amall tribute to the old beach
WSO

“Iran gets to the poist this
project is going somewhere,
we can get ong ol those old
woody cars and have it as
part of the markefing,"
Spmuelson  said,  always
thinking about the Futiare,
This includes the next wood-
en bike, which would be able
ta switch gears,

“T rode the road bike inoa
race. It did areat, but it's a
single speed and [ was com-

cting agpinst multi-speads.
S0 1 am already working on
it,"” b smid

When asked if it was waorth
it, Samuelson's responsc was
almost instantanaous.

"Without a doubt. There
were tough moments o the
shop where we were all
velling at each other, bt i
was all worth it. Even if we
dom't sell any of them, if was
really cool.™

For more information or fo
purchase a bike pot to the
weabsite,  www woadybicy-
cles.com. Also, the Cape May
Film Saciety's summer camp
Fllt together a video of the
wach crilser |'|d||'|,g arotifd
throughout Cape May. If
interestad, aearch lor
"Woody's Hikes™ at
TonTuke com.
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