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Taylor addresses city council regarding C-spine injury
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times,” he said.

Tavier learned something
about the spinal cord from his
injury.

“There is ne such thing a& a
minoe spinal cord lmjury,'” he
spid. “The spinal cord is the
conduit from the brain to the
rest of the organs im the
biody, ™

Taylor spent five davs at the
Atlantle City Medical Center
before being transferred to
the Maoss  Rehabilitation
Center in Elking Park, Pa.,
where he spent the next 11
weehs in physical and ooccu-
pational therapy, three hours
a day, six days a weck. When
he came home he started out-
paticnt rehab, three days a
week for four and a halfl
mionths, After twoe years ho is
atill getting phyvaieal therapy.

“Im the beginning he could
not feed himsell, blow his
nosa o brush his teeth,” Judy
smld.

Taylor is now sble to do
those things, as well as show-
er, shave, and dress himself,
Bart he still cannot put on his
own =acks and shoes, and he
has difficulty Mipping open a
cell phone. He can stand and
walk with a cane, but only lor
about half a block. He used to
walk from Second Avenue o
the marina aren or down to
Cape May Point. AT bome he
has a walker and a motorized
wheelchalr.

“1 became a pretty good
driver, but [ was alse deter-
mined to be on my foct as
miich a8 possible’” he said,

Taylor said his injury hap-
penad at age 60, Balow a0 you
have a better chance of recoy-
ery. Initlally they gave him a
30 percent chance of walking
again. He has made great
strides from lying in a hospi-
tal bed unable to even scratch

his mose, but it has come at a
grealt expense.

The Taylors' hospital kills
are approaching F700,000.
They fecl they are fortunato
to have good insurance, but
their insurance will eventoal-
Iy run out. Additionally, the

first year their out of ket
expenses were H180H), Add
to that another 30,0 to

madify thelr bome to make it
wheelchair nccessible. And
that deesn't include the time
and the emotional costs.

“You just dont realize the
time and cxtent of care that
meeds to be given,” Judy sald.

Judy told Cape May City
Councll, Tuesday, she same-
times gets angry with her
husband, although she knows
she shouldn't. It's just diffi-
cilt for ber to give the care
David needs without it taking
a tall on her. Judy said she
wanted people to undeorstand
that a spinal cord Injury s not
a temporary situation. Her
husband bas been undergoing
treatment for two years and
he still has a long way fo go.
She also wanted to speak to
councill  because, In  her
wards, she wanted to “put &
face on this" C-apine injury
situation that has been grow-
ing on Cape hMay beaches,

The Taylers say they arc not
bitter, taking solace and com-
fart in their faith and the sup-
port of frends and Tammily.
However they also want to
get the word out about the
dangerous shorebreak situa-
tlon, and they want govern-
ment to take some action to
help prevent Injiries.

Taylor worked for the rail-
road Tor 42 wears, retiring
from Norfolk and Southern
two years asgo. He sad of
there was a dangerous situs-
tlon identified on the rallroad
it was corrected. If it couldn't
be corvected, bulleting were
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issued and everyone was
made aware so they could
avaid the situation. The
Tavlors would ke 1o see the
city of Cape May and the state
of Wew Jersey adopt this
same attitude.

City Manager Bruce
MacLeod snid the city has
been working on the prablem.
He acknowlodged that Cape
May beaches do have a more
abrupt slope due to the beach
replenizhment project, and
that has created a different
sat of problems - particularly
the potential for Injury.
However he sald the city's
hands are beund when it
comes to altering the slope of
the beach.

“The New Jersay
Department of
Environmental  Protection
controls beach management.
They have said it*s lagal for
the city to push sand toward
the ocean,” MacLeod said,

Chad deSatmick, who sof-
fered a C-spine Injury in
2001, told city council he
believed there could ke a way
of altering the slope without
pushing the sand inte the
ocean. He said the city of
Satnt Augustine, Fla., was
able to give their beaches
more of a gradual slope by
moving the sand perpendicu-
lar to the beach,

MacLeod =nid the city has
alzo been in contact with the
s Army Corps of
Engineers and has asked
them to study the situation to
gee what can be done abouf
altering the slope. The city
alzo iitiated contact with the
office of U.5. Sen. Frank
Lautenberg to request his ad
in remedying the situation.

The city has alag put up
signs advising people of the
dangerons shore break., Two
wocks , deSatnick advised
the city that some of the slgns

had been removed, probably
to decorate SOMENNE S
garage, and needed to be
replaced.  On  Tuesday,
MacLeod snid the city should
probably keep a backup sup-
ply of the signs so they could
be replaced i they are
removed,

MacLead alse said the city
was working on a flier that
coilld be handed out when
poople buy a beach tag, or left
in cardhoelders at the beach
entrances, or an the lifeguard
stands, Todd deSatmick sald
hig brother, Chad, was having
to battle to get the Mers dis-
tributed. He also guestioned
the design of the mulfipure-
pose brochure, saying the
section an head and neck
imjurics is just a small portion
and it gets lost in the overall
content of the brochure.

“There's a bunch of topics
and the head and neck injury
part blends In" he sad., “1
would like to see a profession-
ally designed brochure.”

Mayor Edward Mahaney
sald he would favar a befter
brochure printed on heavier
stock and put on the lifeguard
chairs and to be distributed
by beach taggers. The mayor
also supported other recom-
mendations, such as posting
the high tide times at life-
guard stands,

The shorebreak becomes a
more dangerous situation at
high tide when it is not as
apparent, The waves break in
the shallow water at the
beach instead of farther ouwut
making it dangerous to play
in the shallows, Taylor said
he recommends pecple go out
a little farther to avold the
breaking waves.

Tayvlor said he visited the
Second Avenue Beach a year
alter being injured there. At
that time, he =aw an eight or
10-year-old boy come out of
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Christophar SouthyCope Moy Stor and Wave
David Taylor's smile belies the two-year struggle o come back
from a C-spana injury. He is shown here outside the |etty Moel, not

far where his mjury ocourad.,

the water holding his back
and crying.

“I could see a rerun of what
happened to me," ha sald.

The Taylors said they love
Cape May and thair fourth
cneration is now coming
verE Of vacation, staying at
the Jetty Motel, and enjoying
the Second Avenue ach.
But they are also more awars

of the power of the ocean and
the dangers of a shorebreak.
They would simply like the
lecal and state government o
take more of a role in inform-
ing the public so ather paople
do not have to go through the
Same Amount ol pEin, expenss
and emotional difficulty they
have for the past bwo years,
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= ALL WORK PLACE INJURIES

* DISABILITY - SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS

I'he Workers™ Compensation and Employment Litigation Law Firm™

Chamber mixer

NORTH CAPE MAY -
The Cape May County
Chamber of Commerce will
host a networking mixer on
Thursday, Aung. 27 at
Harpoon Henry's, located
at 91 Beach Drive. The
milxer will be from 5 to 7

. amd is free to Cape

.m
E‘[ay County Chamber of
Commerce members.
MNetworking mixers pro-
vide an excellent opportu-
nity to meet mew people in
the business community s
well as a time to catch up
with long time business

* LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAWY
= ALL PERSOMAL INJURY CLAIMS

ot PRESS & ASSOCIATES

* EMPLOYEE DISCRIMINATION
* MEDICAL ! FAMILY LEAVE ISSUES

SUBSCRIBE

friends.
Free hors d'ocuvres and
Aggressive Advocates For Employee Rights e

Attendees are encouraged

106 N. Main St. 3 :1_ alf , x“ ,l I | 23 E. Black Horse Pike t;;::.j:ng F’}EEE;I: nfcgill;aunfle::
Cape May Court House FHEE EUHSULTATIDH Pleasantville, NJ Chamber for more informa-
tion and reservations at

4a05-T181 ext. 14 or

www.capemaycountycham-

ber.com.

WWW.COCOSCAFFE.COM
ITALIAN TRATTORIA &

BRICK OVEN Pi1ZzA

6092.522.0906

# DocEsIDE DAFFE #

San-'e the planefare ...Come to Italy on the bayfront of North Wildwood! Enjoy our regional pasta, fish & meat specialties.
Why settle for “Tralian-Style” when you can savor authentic Ialian cuisine in a maritime setting.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

FIRST SEATING MENU 5-6pm $24

FIRST COURSE - PIZZA

MusICAL GUEST LOU LANZA,
DINNER
SPM - 11:00PM

SECOND COURSE - PASTA

AUGUST 28 & 22

MaAIN ENTREE - MEAT OR FISH
SEPTEMBER 4 & &
11:3
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ITSA
‘SHORE"
LEADRERSHIP SINCE 1912 TH IN G
Das Auto. Specializing in Pre-owned Imports

BurkeVW.com« Exit 10 GSP, Cape May Court House * 609-465-6000 « 1-800-343-2757 * Burke.Subaru.com

YOUR IMPORT
STORE AT
THE SHORE

SUBARU




