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l.ower T:.:-wnship unveils new look
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+ Officer safety issues must
be met with the vehicle, such
ns the large shicld in the back
seal thal separalés prisoners
fromn officers. These safety
shields are only made for spe-
cific patrol package vehicles,

= The engine must be large
enough to accelerats the vohi-
cle an emergency sifuations,
while resisting wear and tear
with continued usea.

+ The: breaking system must
ke exceptional while also
resisting wear and tear,

In researching the Dodge
Charger Police Packago
Vehicle, the department
determined the following:

= The wvehicle was rated
slightly batter or equal to tho
Crown  Vietoria  in gas
mileage,

= The Hemi 'F:l'lgll'u-_'. which
iz standard an all V3 Models,
15 rated excellent, standing

up to comtinual use

L.ear wins

Continieed from Poge 1

was inlerssted in Fashion
design and he said Project
Bunway got him very inter-
egted. He checked out
Florida-&tlantic  Universily
in Diaviea but didn’t like it

Lesnr =] bz friend atlend-
ed the Art Institute of Fort
Launderdale, which opened
1968 with three fields of
sludy Commercial A,
Interior Design, and Fashion
Mustration, The currculum
was gradoally refined and
broadened, s sie says, o
include a wide spectrum of
visual, applied arts, colinary
arts or other business-related
fields 1o service muoltimedia
and technalogy fields.”

My friend Backy went

and requires less
overall routine
MaLNTEnancse,

+ The Charger
has the largest bat-
tery capability of
all palice package
wehicles to run the
niifmerons elactivon-
ic Eystems in A
police velicle,

= The Dadge
Charger 13 the anly
rear wheel drive

police velncle with
n short/long arm
fFont  suspenson
and an independent
five (5) link rear

thers and she said, 'Go o the
Art Institute. you'll love it',"
La=nr sand,

Two years later he is gradu-
ated with & Stodent Designer
of the Year Award.

Abont his desipn, Lear swid,
“1 wanted to do something
simple  and  classic, not
crazy."”

He went wilth something
pretty and simple, choosing
clean lines in <laszic black
and white, he said.

Le=ar saiel be and his frienc
Shannon Couch, who gradu-
aled with him at the Ari
Institute, have now paired up
1o pul Wogether & swim lines
due cut at the end of summer.
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CAPE ISLAND
HOME & GARDENS

720 BROADWAY » WEST CAPE MAY, NJ 08204
(609) B84-4210

"Magzie savs spring is in the air
Apnl showers (downpours ) brought May Howers
and boy do we have em', dig ™

Open 7 days

DON'T BELEFT OUT

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
call 1-888-898-2997 or visit capemaymag.com

suspension for prolenged life
of the vehicle.

¢« Paolice Dodge Charger
vehicles  have slgmificant
improved road  handling
capabilities (which s an offi-
cer safety issue).

= The Dodge Chargers have
larger standard tires for bet-
ter road contact, (which ig an
officer safety issuel,

= The Dodge Charger has a
shorter  stopping/breaking
distance of any police pack-
age vehicle, Owhich again is
an allicer safety ssuel,

The chief indicated the
department would alse pay
the same or slightly less for
the Charger and the Crown
Victoria, s0 cost was not B
raajor fector i deciding to go
with  the Dodge wehicle.
Donohie said the |JE|:-:'||'[||||.—|'|I
purchascd twa new Chargors
it the 2008 operating budget
and would buy two more in
2009, He sald the department
would seek to purchase an
additional vehicle with feder-
al grant momey.

The LTPD alse purchased
twa, four-wheel drive black
and white Dodge Durangos

through its capitel budget.

Ag part of the new look, the
department’s emblem  has
changed on police vehicles, as
will, For mn.nir' vears the
LTPD has used the gold teian-
gle horrowed from the New
Jersey State Police emblem
back in 1921, as many towns
did. Domohue said the depart-
ment kept the basic triangle
shape, but inserted a light-
house with the wording
“Lower Township  Police,
Sorving Ocean to Bay Since
1055

The lighthouse located at
Lighthouse State Park adja-
cent to Cape May Point is
actually located within Lower
Township's borders. which
rin from the George Radding
Bridee to Diamond Beach,
west to the Delaware Bay,
and south fo the lighthouse,
Lower Township shares bor-
dors with Cape May, Cape
May Point, West Cape May,
Middle Township, Wildwood,
and Wildwood Crest.

The Township has over ning
migles of coastlineg and 18 home
to NUMErous MAarinas, camp-
grounds, the county airport,
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POLICE

LERATEr TOW MHEHIr

Coirtesy af the Lower Township Police Deportmand
Above, the new look of the Lower Township Police patrol car, Left,
an wpdated palice emblem inchsdas the Cape May Lighthouss,

the Cape May-Lewes Ferry
Terminal, and the second
largest commercial Nshing
fleet on the east const

“I wanted to keep the fraan-
gle shape because of its hon-
ared history, " Donoboe said.
“However 1 also wanted to
porteay our own sense ol
identity for ouwr patrol ares.”

The Chiefl alae credited
Captain Briam Marker,
Harald Carty and the stall at

the Department of Public
Works, for the cxcellent work
they did marking the new
police vehicles in-house, even
craating the new emblem
without having to purchase
the emblems through an oui-
side agency

The lirst new vehicles were
already patrolling the strocts
and making wvehicle stops

Outdoors with Lou Rodia

Il somelimes seems like
yvesterday, but reality tells me
it was well over a half centu-
ry ago when I first met Bill
Haley and the Comets, He
was the entertainer most like-
Iy o have originated rock and
roll music but ke was still
doing & country amd westlern
bit when I met him in the
aarly 50,

At owr first meetings, Haley
had not vel made the wn-
arcund to full time rock. The
Al Around the Clock record-
ing which launched him to
stardom had not vel been
made. He was experimenting
wilh the changeover when 1
first et Halay.

Chur encounters im Those
early years came about
becanse | wrole a night club
column for a local paper at
the time Farl of my “heat’
was o review performers on
the enterfainment cirewil and
Haley's group made a muam-
ber of appearances al the
Supper Club at the Manor
Hotel in Morth Wildwood, He
was one of the many enter-
lainers 1 coversd on my might
club beat.

Chledly enough it wasn®t the
music that made me a Bill
Haley fan. | foumd ool that
Haley was a dedicated fisher-
man, Thal was the te that

bound us together in the
years | Knew him,
Haley kept a boat at

Shaweresl Yachl Basin mear
Wildwaood, not far from my
family's  tackle shop  al
Wildwood Yacht Basin. Not
T many people kmnew he bad
a baat there and not too many
knew he was such an ardent
angler. When he had time to
uze the baat it wagz oul al seq,
He szpent little time on the
boal while it was al docksice,
and e often arrived in town
1o fish afler his last session
ended if he was appearing
spmewhere i the Delaware
Valley. By the time others
arrived at the marina o fish,

already ol to e, where they
u=anally remained until dark.

Haley's firont man and pub-
liciast had several business
venlures gaing for him in the
Wildwoods and he became a
frequent visitor in the family
tackle shop. He made me
aware of Haley's passion for
fishing. Since they could only
fish on unscheduled trips and
at odd howrs, they had trouble
getting bail and Lsckle, I was
especially difficult when they
lefl a plaving gig a1 2 or 2 am
and were on the boat and
ready o go by 4 or 5 a.m

We struck a deal. A phone
call informed us of a planned
fizhing trip and an order was
placed for the bail and tackle
they wanted. The stuff they
needed was pul inoa spol
behind the store if they were
arriving after ¢losing hours
If the bill remained unpaid by
Labsor Dy, we'd gel a vizil
from someone from the group
or his agent and the bill
would be paid in full.

Jome vears after | first
encountered Haley and the
Comets, they retormed 1o
Wildwood to play at the
Manor Supper Club over the
Labor Day weekend.
Maturally, thers was time 1o
do a little fishing. Sharks
were the larget, Haley fished
for just about any kind of fish,
but his real passion was fish-
ing for sharks. That passion
wrile another chapler in our
relationship.

The trip was & spceess, The
group caught four sharks, the
biggest of which weiphed
about 450 lbs, Because of the
latenes: of the howr when
they arrived back at the dock,
the group azsumed that the
other guests at the hotel
wonld be amused (o find o g
shark on the lawn by the
swimming pool when they
awaoke to take thelr morning
dip

Some were, and some were
not, hor was the hotel man-

sharks removed, They wound
up hanging from a sign at the
corner of Rio Grande and
Susquehanna Ave. Needless
o say; the sharks crepted
quite a stir. Traffic was
backed up in the area, If peo-
ple didin’t stop on the way in
to Wildwaoosd, they drove back
cut to look at and photograph
those big sharks,

Remember that this was the
era before sharks and shark
fishing attained acclaim
thromgh the Jaws and Jaws [1
movies. Television was in its
infancy and had pot yel fes-
tured sharks on the adven-
ture shows, People saw few, if
any sharks up close. There
wirs high inlerest especially
when they could get up close
and photograph and be pho-
tographed with these mon-
slers of the sea,

Also this was well ahead of
the mdvent of tap, calch and
release and the use of sharks
a5 lable fare had nol el esca-
lated.

The traffic problem was
compoundad when a local
radio station announced the
presence of the sharks along
wilh the word thal enlerizain-
er Bill Haley had caught
them, To add w the photo-
graphic appeal, a sign denot-
ing Haley's parl in the shark
capture was added.

More and more people
came and the traffic jam got
worse,  Wildwood's  police
deduced that the way to get
ricl of the traffic jam, was o
get vid of the sharks, and that
wins done

The sharks were gone and
the Labor Day weekend went
on. That weekend was the last
we saw of Haley im person,
He went on to bigger and bet-
Teer Things and s talemt oul-
grew Wildwood's ability to
accommodate him, [ lost per-
sonal touch with Haley but 1
staved im ocontact with his
publicist for several more
vears., He left Haley and

Haley and hizs crew were agement that ordered the became associated with an
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during the Memorial Day
weekend.

arl gallery onlsice
Philadelphia.

1l health ook its toll, The
art gallery was closed. Just
betore he died, Jim showed
up at my house over the
Thanksgiving weekend, He
gtayed a short time and left.
He said he had 10 make a few
mare holiday calls to see old
friends

He had an early Christimas
gifl for me. [T was a walercol-
or of a hillside wvillage in
Spain, It was one of the few
things he salvaged from the
arl gallery, Jim had no family
and he said he wanted to see
the few friemds e had L
before he died.

Jim hiad a remembrance for
each of us. Mine was the
walercolor, [U was muech laler
that [ finally saw a real
apanish  hillside village in
Spain. The painting hangs in
my hallway, I1's the last thing
I zee before I head wpstairs
for the night,

It has been a constant
reminder of just how locky |
have been to have met so
many  people inose many
places over the years. Fishing
1= one of the depominators
that have helped fabricate the
many asssciations that have
come and gone in my life.

These asszecialiong, =some
fleeting and others which
have lasted a lifetime point
out how much more there is
1o fishing than just catching a
fizh.

Lon Rodia®s Fishing Report

Flounder season opened
Saturday with some keeper
fluke mixed with throwhacks.
Sen bags action remains pood
with meostly shovt fish and a
few keepers in Lhe calch
Drume action picked up. Big
siripers  wers  <aoght  an
Poverty Beach and the 2nd
streel Jelly cove, Weakfish
were caught on bleodworms
on the Cape May Point jefties
Kingfish showed in the surf.
small blues were canghtl in
the back bays. Bigger blues
were caughl affshore,

At Cape May, youngsters
soored well on the Fiesta this
week, with pools and sea bass
calches going W Gregory
Beatty, 9, Holland, Pa., (4.8
Ibs); Jessica, 12 amd Carli
Canmura, 8 (2 Ib. sea bass);
Morgan and Syvdney Belits,
Brunswick, M.J., Carolyn
Harris, 8, Philadelphia, (2
Ib=.} and Bob Stone, (2.5 1bs.)
Trips  spil  Satorday amcd
Sunday at 8 am. and 1 p.m.
Drum and private charlers
are available.

The Miss Chris reporied
catches of sea bass with some
keepers mixed in, The boal is
targeting fluke and sea baszs.
e bass calche: were report-
ed by Johm  Matley,
Philadelphia, (12 1o 3 bz
and Walt Fargone, Cherry
Hill, v, % 1o 2 lbs) Night
drum action picked up with
limits @ B0 lbs, more com-
L.

The Lady Chris is calching
fluke and small Blues on daily
4 hr, trips at 8 aum, and 1 pom

The Cape May Lady i= sail-
ing daily al 7 pom, for dram-
fizh. Mark McPherson caught
an 8% b, drom

The Lone Star reported pool
winning black drom for K
Thomas, af the Murphy group
from Philadelphia, (38 1bs)
and 5. Wiggins of the
Hendersom  gproup from
Berlin, M., (60 Iba. ). Call for
information, Privale charters
are available for the July 4th
fireworks displays,

The Sea Star III i=s sailing
daily & hr, trips for fluke at &
a.1m.

Fluke catches were report-
ed by Biolk Keppert,
Greenbelt, Md,, (2 1o 3 Lbhs,);
Polly Reeves, Pittaburgh, (3
o 4 lbs ) and Dave Schemm,
Claymont, Del., (6.5 lbs.}.



