Page A10

Capre Moy StaraWlane

Thursday, April 9, 2009

Ponderlodge

Continued from page Al

a natural wildlife habirat,
Effarts to preserve nine holes
al the goll course, use part of
the space as 8 township
recreation  area, or save
buildings for use by fraternal
and ediscation organizations
have failed.

However, Cape May resi-
dent Barbkara Skinner attend-
ed the Energy Council March
21 at Stockton with environ-
mental consultant  Raobert
Milligan from Canada, and
had the opporfuntty 0 speak
te Altier. She then took the
izsue to Van Drew along with
1,204 signaturcs on petitions
asking for the main building
te be preserved as an cnvi-
ronmental educational cen-
ter.

.':'.Cl_"l.lrdll'l_g to Skinner, Van
Direw spoke to the DEP the
next day and they expressed
interest in the idea, However,
an Monday, Van Drew was
saying time was short and if

nothing could be dene the
large building would soon be
demaolished. However, Van
Dvew sand he was advocating
the creation of a satellite
campus at the Ponderlodge,

“It would be wonderful for
Lawer Township, It would
create a few jobs and it would
put Lower Township on the
map," b said

Van Drew sald he couldnt

narantes  anything would

LR[EDN, st Fve had spoken to
Spatkamp eve-to-eyve and he
beligved there would be a
detcrmination made within &
month. Van Drew sald he
believed the plan had & 50050
chance of succeading,

Skinner said Lower
Township Mayvor Mike Beck
was imtergsted in having &
presentation for Township
Council if definite plans arc
miade.

“This should be an exciting
thing for Lower Township,”
Skinner said. "If Stockton is
alsle to purt a facility there it
would be a beon to the area.”

Skinner said when she
apoke to Altler they talked
ahout having environmental
studies in the main bullding.
She =said Altier told her
Stockton wanted to expand its
environmental  studies and
wanted to be known as Mew
dersev's “green college.”

She said Stockton College is
heated with geothormal encr-
gy and does a lot of things

with  measuring climate
irmpact.
Tim Kelly, a spokesman

with Stockion, sald the col-
lepe is definitely interested in
expanding environmental aci-
enoe studies,

“We have the Coast
Rescarch Centor that does all
the beach surveys and makes
recommendations to the
Ay Corps (of Engineers)
for plans for beach replenish-
fment," Kelly aald.

Milligan said he  got
involved In this  project
because of Skinner. and he
AW 0 as an interesting chal-
lenge. He snid he belicves the

site would be good not just for
traditional students but alao
as A comtinuing education
center for the general public.

'There could be fish and
wildlife displays...design it
for the public, use it for a
higher purpose,” he said.

Agcording to Milligan, thoy
spoke to a number of people
at Butgers, and Rutgers had a
ot of good (deas for advanc-
ing groen  sciences,  but
Rutgers also wanted them to
find money for them. He said
Stockren liked the project amd
was willing to find the money
an its own. Van Drew told the
public on Monday this project
would  mot cost Lower
Township anything, that
Stockion was looking to pay
for the praject through dong-
Tz,

“fnd it's important for the
publie fo realize nothmg s
being taken from them. The
sme  would  be  Tarther
improved by eco-restoration
and hopefully an environ-
mental  education  center

would be developed,” he said

Milligan believes & Stockton
satellite campus would have
benefits for the nelghboring
community, which has been
concerned abour vandalism
and fires.

“If Stockion takes over it
would be s positive thing
Steps are being taken imme-
diatcly to cnsure nothing hap-
pens on the site” he said.
“Just & couple days ago somo
neighbars  reparted  theare
seemed to be kids inside the
EBudlding.”

Aecording  to Milligan,
developing a satellite campus
for ecnvironmental studices,
research, and green develop-
ment, cepecially in agricul-
ture, would, “Help make Mew
Jersey inte a Garden Stato
agaln, rather than just have it
on the license platos."

Eelly gaid Ponderlodge was

an  intriguing  site  for
stockion.
“The  possibilities  are

almast endless,™ he said, “It's
such a beantiful site, and

we're pushing grecn imitia-
Tives, wea're commitied to
cnvironmental sciences.”

Located in the Plne
Barrens, Kelly said Stockton
has always been New Jersey's
Erocn CRMpUs

“This 15 an opportunity fo
spread out wings a little,” he
gafd.

Kelly mentioned the possi-
bility of having a conlerence
center on Ponderlodee, hold-

ing classes  and doing
rescarch there.
“The potential is almost

unlimited | so naturally we
are really interested " he
said.

Skinner said the state could
help with the restoration of
the main building and the
BLCA.

“The state has $4 million i
its budget for demalition, so
1t 8 ot & matter LIrIIII:'II'IE'_I.'_ Iin's
priorities,” she said.

Van Drew talks in Lower Township about state of the state

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
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LIMVER TOWMNSHIE - State
Sen. Jeff Van Drew attended
Monday's wwnship council
meating and apoke  about
things happening al the state
that would interest local resi-
dents, inclonding the stale
budget he said he and the leg-
islative leam would nol vole
fior.

“This 12 an extraordinary
time," Van Drew said.

Vam Drew said the current
economic condition of the
slate is the faull of both
Republicans and Democrats,

ot just one party. He said the
problems began with Gowv,
Jim Florio, who is responsible
for the largest single lax
increase in the state’s history

2.8  billiom. He sl
although the state needed
more revenos, the governor
waa very blunt in how he han-
dle=d the maer amd offemnded
soame people,

Then, during Gov, Christine
Whitman's term she cot
laxes, the income lax, siles
tax - buot also increased
spending,

“How do you cut taxes and
imcresse spending,” he sid
“We borrowed money - we
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went intoe debt.”

Van Drew said the state
increased special contract
debl, which did not meed 1o be
approved by the voters.

“We were able o bormow
money without going to the
laxpavers, Al the same [imes
we took a pension holiday,"
her wqidd

Van Drew said when Gov.
Jim  MoGreevey ook office
the state was 34 billion in
debt, but the governor didn't
want to increase taxes, so
debl increased even more

“That's why we are where
we are Ioday,” he said

Van Drew said he is sup-
porting legislalion requiring
voter approval for all further
borrowing, and be siad a 1ot
more needs to be done.

He sand mumcipalities neecd
to have recurring revenue
sourses for their spending
with no one-time fixes.

He said there is also much
tos much money spent on
producing and printing
paper. He said in less than six
manths g office received
mailings from over 500 dif-
ferent suthorities outlining
their budgets, events, etc.,
which no one resds,
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“Mo one 15 looking at them
amel thers are thousands of
dollars being spent on print-
ing and postage costs" he
aaid.

Vam Drrew alsoe said the First
District Legislative Team,
which includes himself and
Azsemblymen MNelson Albano
amel Matn Milam, are in favor
of a 10 percent cut in burea-
cracy, He sand depariments
ahould cut their spending by
10 percent, and there the
numkber of state employees
should be col by 10 percent,
He also called for a competi-
tive purchasing  process,
rather than buying off the
slate vendor list

“We have a host of ideas,
but many of them are difficult
to achieve," Van Drew said.

Vam Drew alse talked about
the need for a blue ribbon
panel o discoss the problem
af  illegal immigration.
Specifically, he said there
were two bills addressing
concerms of illegal immi-
granta. One would provide
instale tuition rates (o illegal
immigranta, and the other
would provide them driver’s
licemses. He said the legisla-
live team spoke against Uhese
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imitiatives, while supporting
the right of pecple (o immi-
grate in a legal way.

Van Drew sagd the LS,
needs 1o secure its orders and
tThere meeds o be a system of
vizas that allows the govern-
menl 0 know who people are
hiring.

Van Drew said be is sup-
porting a measure that calls
for all saltwater fishermen to
register with the state. He
spid the federal governmment
has decided there must be a
registration system by 200100,
and if the state doesn't enact
one the federal government
would do it and there would
ke o cost, He believes Mew
Jersey should just set up an
online registration sysiem by
which people could register
ame print ont & “license”
using their bome computers.
If thers mus be a cos he
would like it to support
maring sciences but he
would like to avoid the cost.

“We are being charged io
death and we arve tired of it,”
v saidd

Mayor Mike Beck asked if
the =tale has a 4 percent
spending cap as the munici-
palities e,

“They dan't," Van Drew
sated, “hul I have a bill than
would establish a the same
spending cap for the stale as
the municipalities, counties
and schools,™

Deputy Mayor Eevin Lare
asked Van Drew if the stale
couldn't  streamline  the
COAH process so the own-
ship could get itz affordable
houszing plan approved,

Van Drew said New Jersey
has constitulionally mandat-
ed affordable housing, but the
legislature “screwed it op.”

“It's too complicated, it
won'l work,” he said,

He zaid he believes pro-
pased  legislation on COAH
neads to be passed so they
can get throough thal stage of
the process and then change
il later,

One thing he wants to
change is the 2.5 percent fes
on nan-residential dewvelop-
menl. He said the slale was
going to impose an 18-month
moratorinm on the reguire-
ment, during which the legis-
listure can look al the whiols
process sgain.

Vendors
Continued from page Al

fram the wvoie on the ordi-
nance saying she is still con-
fused about bow the at-large
spaces are supposed to work,

":H!.' concern ls if we ZET 20
vendors applying dees that

mean that we move the others
to other spars# she sald.

Steenrod =snid the city had
already received 11 applica-
tions, Under state statute,
applicamts must be qualified
military wveterans or wvolun-
Teer Niremen.

Budget

Continued from page Al

COAH certification by Dec.
31, 208, which was met, and
the Master Plan roexamina-

o
o

tion by March 31, The thivd
clement is to complete the
Plan Endorsement process,
which would returm city cen-
ter designation ta Cape May.
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The Cape May Star and
Wave wishes everone a
very Happy Easter!

cmstarwave@
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