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FEMA officials survey storm damaged coastline

By ERIC AVEIMSSLIAN
Cape May Star and Wave

HCEAN CITY - The sea off
East  Atlantic  Boulevard
churned angrily, as waves
pounded on what  Little
remained of Ocean City's
norihern beaches,

Gectubes, sand-filled barri-
ers af fabric that are meant o
hold back the wawves lie
alminst depleted of their fill-
ing, and a once nine-foot tall
sand dune separating the
beach from the road lay in
ruins, expasing the shore 1o

the merciless ocean,

Federal Emergency
Management Apeney
{FEMA)Y officials met with
Cape May County and ity
EMErZency management on
Tuesday atl the East Atlantic
Boulevard beach to survey
the damage MMother MNature
wrought on this barrier island
afler a series of northeast
storma caused massive ero-
siom estimated al 38% million
in Ocean City alone,

Al a press conferencs, Cape
May County Director of
Emergency Management

Frank MeCall said Gov, Jon
Corzine on Sunday declared a
slale of emergency on lowmns
hit by the recent nor'easter,
opening the disaster relief
process,

MeCall said  the muolti-
agency procesa includes the
state  Dept of Community
Affairs, the Attorney
General™s Office, the New
Jeraey  State  Police and
Department of
Transportation will gather
varions estimates of damage
and submit those figures to
Corzine for review, [eCall

said by week’s end, Corzine
would submit a reguest to
Prezident Barack Obama for
federal funding for the affect-
ed areas

FEMA, state and county
officials will assess the dam-
age throughout Cape May
County, MeCall said FEMA
began their assessment in
Oeean  Cily  becauss  that
municipality suffared the
masl extensive slorm dam-
age.

“The PFederal Emergency
Management Agency is in
Cape May County. OUnce they

go through the process com-
siderately, certainly on behalf
of the residents, thoughifully
on behalf of the emergency
managemsnt commumity and
want to make sure that we get
the right numbers to the gov-
ernor that he can make his
apphcation o the federal gov-
ernment,” McCall said.
MeCall said the critena for
Mew Jersey to receive fedaral
disaster aid is 353 million
worth of damages or greater.
He spid Cape May County

Hlegse see FEMA, Page AS

Lower Township
sees tidal flooding

LOWER TOWMNSHIP - Lower Township
cxperienced significant tidal flooding at the
time of high tide on Friday moming in i1s
Shaw Crest and Schellinger's Landing
Arens.

Police officers reguested the Department
af Public Woarks to barricade the side
streets in the Schellinger's Landing area of
Lower Township alter the roads became
impassable. (Mficers also reported that the
access road to Shaw Crest was quickly cut
aff and submerged for several hours Friday
Mormng.

Lower Township and Wildwesd police
alficers also reguested once again that the
George Rodding Bridge be closed to all
vehicle teaffic due to high water on the
Wildwood side of the bridge.

The Townbank and Erma Volunteer Fire
Departments were called to their fire
departmeants to stand by lor possible storm
related calls or to access residents in the
areas of high water.

A wehicle parked at the end of
Schellinger's Landing Boad received heavy
water damage with waves from Cape May
Harbor actually breaking on top of the vebi-
cle. The wehicle had Massachusetts plates
and Lower Township Police were attempt-
in¥ to locate its owner.,

he 1.5, Army Corps of Enginears sent a
team to survey beaches from Cape May and
Cape May Point to the canal and conlirmed
that & toam was surveying and was oxpect-
ed to take several days o complete their
sun‘c%'i gathering data on the volume of
loga. The full report will take a couple of
weeks.

The ACOE iz woarking with the New
Jersey  Department of Environmental
Protection and the Federal Emergency
Management Administration, or FEMA,

The storms, which began on Thursday
and were essentially over by Sunday,
dropped 1 to 4 inches of rain, bt many
areas cxpericnced hipher than normal tidal
Mooding and wind erosion.

Christopher South comtributed to this
ETOFY.

The nor’easter of 2009

Christopher Sowth/Cape May Sier and Woe
Abova, left and right, are photos provided by the Lower Township Police Department of flooding in the Shawcrest
section of the township. Below right, a car is threatenad by waves at Schellangar’s Landing. Below left, pilings, which
are about 18 inchaes above the sand were stcking out eight feet bafore the nor'eastar filled in the Cowe Baach area

im Cape May.

Cape May City Council introduces pool ordinance

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - Cape May
City Council introduced an
ardinance Monday to add
swimming poals in the calcu-
lation of lof coverage and o
rogulate the installation of
private swimming poals in
the city.

For the purpose of the ordi-
nanee, A swimming pool s
defined as having a depth
greater than 18 inches,

If Ordinance 1952009 is

mesed on second reading,
e, 15, pools would have fo
bz at least 10 feet away from
any property line and not
within the front yard sethack.
Additionally, the pool must be
1 feet away from any princi-
pal structure. This does not
apply to pools that are entire-
Iy absove grade and less than
1M} square fect, and which
are coverad by a rigid cover
when not in use. The ordi-
mance says all poels “shall be
enclosed by a fence as
required by state law™ and

must mest the requirements
of the Histore Preservation
Commission where reguired.

The ordinance would do
away with the cxemption for
poals in let coverage, saving
the exemption threatened the
city's  groundwater  and
undermined the intent and
purpese of the city's ot cov-
erage limitation.

City Solicitor Anthany
Monzo ootlined the city’s lot
coverage lmitations, which
are 30 percent in the R-1
zome, 40 percent in R-2, and

=
=

Christopher South/Tope Moy Stor and YWine

‘Howdy, pardner!’

Patti Chambers pets a laugh from Bernie Haas at the East Lynne Theater Comgany gala tided
"The Lltmate Daner Party” st Thursday, The annual fndraises featwred actors teamed up
with lecal Falks wha read parts from plays staged by East Lynne Theater Company, The evening
celebrated 30 years of the East Lynne Theater Comgany in Capse May

T

45 percent in B-3. Depuaty
Mavor Miels Favre said he
talked to several people who
expressed concern aver the
A0 percent lot coverage
mcluding a svnmrming pool 1
the BE-1 zone. He said in the
residential zones, R-1, R-I
and R-I, the lot coverage
worked out o 2800 to 3,000
square fect. Favre said he
was in favor of including
pools in lot covernge, but he
didn't want to take away lair
use of lot coverage,

“Part of our duty 18 to preo-

tect the character of the com-
munity,” Favee said,

Favre asked City Manager
Brisce Macleod of he could
find out what the effect would
be of iIncreasing the lot cover-
age limitation to 40 porcent in
the R-1 zome. He sald his
understanding was ot sizo
was roughly 9300 square
feet, and if & pool was not uti-
lized in the lot coverage, the
homeowner could wtilize tho
extra 10 percent for other
PUTpOEDS.

“Helore we vole on this on

sacond reading I would like to
know what if would mean of
wi change R-1 to 40 percent,"”
Favre sald.

Favre said he would like to
have the iformation by the

first mecting in Docember,
“I'm  econcerned we are
being fair,” Favree said. “If 1
decide in my mind it ought to
bz 40 {percent), 1 will recom-
mend we change it to 40 and
dilay the pool ocrdinance for
passage n January, iF that's

Plaase see Poals, Page AS

Ordinance for Sewell’s Point
postponed, others passed

By CHRISTOPHER S00UTIH
Cape May Star and Waore

CAPE MAY - Cape May
City Council postponed the
final vote on Ordinance 193-
2009, which would have
rezoned about 78 acres of the
Sewell Point tract as pre-
served nature habitat, which
sete aside abowt 14 acres for
residential development.

Mayver Edward J. Mahaney
Jr. said the ordinance was
being postponed while wait-
ing for written comments
fram the developers,

City counecil also imtroduced
Ordinance 196-2009  fo
authorize a settlemont agree-
ment between the city and
JUPEL. According to City
Soleitor Anthony Monzo, the
agroement was an attempt to
come up with a remediation
plan for the site of the former
coal gasification plant. The
area of remediation includes
Wizse-Anderson Park and the
city's dop park. Monzo said in
Hew of remaving about 65000
truckloads of soil, an alterna-
tive project includes the con-
struction of a retaining wall

and the installation of moni-
taring wells. Monzo said the
company would periodically
pump out contamination and
remave it from the site,
Monze =aid JCP&L wanted
to acqguire Wise-Andersan
Park, but that idea was
rejected by the city. The park

was purchased with Green
Acres funding and moust
remain & recreation  site,
Under Green Acres regula-
tHon the site g allowed to be
used for passive or active
recreéation or parking.

Please see City, Page A2

contract o perform anot
historic structures.

1,350 surveys completed.

ed the previous surveys.

City council authorizes
another round of
historic surveys

By CHRISTOFHER S0UTH
Cape May Star and Ware

CAPE MAY - Cape Maﬁet:jnr Council authorized & §7,000
r round of surveys of the city’s

This wauld be the third round of surveys. Last winter 66
structures were surveyed, addin
anather 80 performed before that, bringing the total number
to 36, City Mannager Bruce Macleod said the Historic
Preservation Comimission hopes to eventually have a total of

Cliy council authorized a professional services agreement
with Wayne T. McCabe and Company, Inc., which complet-

to the 240 surveys and




