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Non-natives bone

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Ciape May Srar and Wave

CAPE MAY - There iz an
old joke that says a person
wha speaks two languages |5
bilingual, and & person who
apeaks three languages s
trilingual. So what do you call

Cape May Seashore Lines makes surprise visit

[i's been four vears
since the onr station
has seen a tran

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY - The rails from
the ald track running feom
the Cape May Transportation
Center area barely visible on
the west side of Broad Street
these days =0 it was a sur-

prize for many peopls (o see
two diesel locomaotive engines
coming around the bend
headed for the train platform
in Cape May, Aug. 2B,

As the train became visible
il slowed amd then stopped as
Cape May Seashore Lines
ovwmer Tony Macrie looked
over the vegetation growing
ot over the tracks, Macrie
stopped the train and with his
workers col back the tree
branches and weeds extend-
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ing oul  over the rals,
According to Macrie, he and
his crew had spent a month
clearing vegetation that had
prown amoeng the rails rn-
ning from Tuckahoe to Cape
Ilay,

“We haven't been here for
four vears,” Macre said, “IU's
very important for us to be
here,”

Macrie said now that the
track haz been cleared, amd
the test train consisting of
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a person who speaks only one
language! An American,
Speaking the English lan-
guage works out well for us
Americans, most of the time,
and it comes naturally for us.
But if you are visiting from
amothar country, or eapecially
if you have cstablished resi-

two locomatives had crossed
the canal bridge and made it
imto Cape May, he hopes 1o
have the train here more
often,

“We have a few events
planmed for the fall,” Macrie
zaid.

Macrie said there was talk
the train wouldn't make it to
Cape May again, bul in his
words, “Secing is believing."

He zaid they miszed the
summer season, but the over-

growlth afler four yvears was
g0 bad it stll took over a
manth e clear it with a
brush-cutting machine. But
now that the way is clear, the
bridge is functioning and the
Irack is stable, Macrie feels
hizs train will be in Capea May
more often, which he thinks
will benefit both the city and
the train lines.

“Cape May has been good
for us, and we've been pood
for Cape May,” he said.

Rich Reinhart Memorial
Clamshell Contest

Jennifer Kopp/Cape Moy Sor and Wave

Cape May's Anmal Rich Reinhart Memorial Junior Clamshell
Pitching Contest was held Sepe, 4 in perfect weather on Windsor
Beach. Fifty young clamshell trowers from ages four to 17 com-
peted in singles and doubles contests, Above, Karley Stephens, 3, of
Media, Pa., Reinhart’s granddaughter, shows off her ribbon, Top left,
|oey Sharnikou and Blayden Reid show aff their style i the junior
divigion; left, Kevin Thomas, 15 and sister Paige, 13, Stephanie
Donahwe and Mark Morey show off their trophies in the teen dou-

bles division,

up on English at First Presbyterian

dency here and want to spoak
English well, it takes a lot of
waork to develop fluency.
According ta Jackie
Richards, who is hca-iinE up
an English class at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cape
May, there are many mon-
native spoakers in the arca

Jennifer Kopp/Cape May Stor ond Wnee
The party’s over - it's back to school!

Schools opened around the region the past vwo weeks Jake Pender, 5, of ‘Weast Cape May,
WEAIS 3 oSl appropriace shirt w his firs day of kindergarven ar Wesr Cape May Elementary
School. W wish you the besr of luck as you bagin youwr new carear!

who want to improve their
English 3o they can function
in the English espeaking
world,

Richards, the wife of Rev.
Jim Richards, pastor at First
Presbyterian, said the church
atarted thelr free English
classes in April 2009 to assist
the non-native population
with English, primarily visit-
ing students whao are working
in the ares, or immigrants,
Richards sald they tried to

ct the word ouwt through

fers, posters, mnotices In
newspapers and on radio sta-
tiwons, and by contacting
schoals,

“A 1ot of it was word of
mouth,”  Richards  =said.
“Pegple just talked to other
people about it.”

Richards =sald it's time to
et the word owt apsin.

“5o we can get people who

have time now to do this," she
sald. It makes for a long day
when they hawve been work-
ing."

Richards =said attendance
dropped off during the sum-
mer when people worked long
hours, perhaps working two
jobs. But they still had only
ame or twoe wesks this sum-
mer when no ong showed up
and she & hoping the class
size will prow sgain.

Richards said one thing
they do to encour. I
(1] grrend ig to muﬁgt."rt{r::lpm
bring their school-aged chil-
dren. Diring the off-season,
they regularly had three to
five children coming with
parents who are frying to
catch up with thedr children's
command of English. There
were also thosze who were
hoping to be able to function
better an the job,

“& lot of them want help
with their speaking, We lound
that most of the ones who
come here are on a pretiy
hiFh level because they have
jibs and are speaking enough
ta get by, They just want to
improve.  Sometimes  the
employers have teld them
they say things wrong,"
Richards snid.

There are alao a few bome-
makers who are afraid to get
out and talk to anvbady,
Richards =said, so their chil-
dren are the only ones learn-
in E.]I'Jg]:ish. which they do in
e .

However, sometimes the
kida need extra help as well,
and the class tries to provide
help  where they can.
Richards s=aid the native
speaking volunteers in her

Please see English, Page A7

Owners pay for lost water

By CHRISTOPHER S0UTH
Ciape May Star and Wars

CAPE MAY - I a Cape
May homeoowner is away and
a bome water line ruptures,
the owner is responsible for
paving lor the water used. On
the other hand, the city does-
nt count that lost water on
;cl:lc property owner's sswer
all.

Last week, Cape May City
Council woted fo forgive the
sewer portion of bills for two
properviies that experienced &
“catastrophic ocourrence” in
their water lines, making for
an excessive water bill,

City Manager Bruce
MacLeod said since the water
doesn't flow into the sanitary
sewar system, the city doesn't

insist the property owner pay
the Rewe:Pch%rgE. IaneEe:?.
they must pay for water
TERTIEN

Deputy Mayor Niels Favre
aﬁhﬁ Pl'rhe c}Irry was not alble
ta detect abnormal water flow
with the new electronic radio
mters which can be read
from a remote location.
MacLeod said the city would
hawve that capability affer ot
gequired the necessary soft-
wa?we to perform that kind of
disgnostic. MacLeod said
there are approXimataly
200 meters installed at
homes that need the sofbware
upgrade. The extra moters
the city has on hand bave
already  been  upgraded.
Favre =sald the upgrade was
good for the city, adding,

“Our goal is to proserve
water,"”

Meanwhile, homeowners
can invest in their own water
leak detection systems. One
area business, Sound Advice
in Rio Grande, installs water
sensors,  which can  be
installed behind appliances,
such as a washer or refriger-
ator with a water line. The
sensor can detect a leak and
turn off the valve for the sup-
ply line within seconds, and
notify the homeoswner or a
designated malntenance per-
son of the problem. This
allows the water weak to be
turned off before there is
major damage o a large
water bill.



