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Engineer updates council on city projects

By CHRISTOPHER S0OUTH
Cope May Star and Wove

CAPE MAY - City Enginecer Jim
Mott told council the materials for
the Fire
Museum would be in by the end of the
week or early next weok as he updat-
projecis,

the roof on

repairing

ad council on all
Tuesday.

elty

Maott asked counetl i the ban on con-

CHEArY.

struction on  Saturdavs could be
waived for the project. Mayor Edward
Mahaney Jr. sald generally the city
does not encourage construction praj-
ect over a holiday weekend bub said
he had no problem with allowing con-
struction on Saturday, Sept. 12, if nec-

Mott 2aid he received Bids on a bun-
dle of building renovation projects in
Cape May, He sald he recelved bids

o Aug 28 ranging from $70,000 to
F100,00. He recommended the city
award the comtract to R
Construction  Company,
Pleasantwille, which provided the low
bid of 570,000, The projects include
the relnforcement of the rool on the
public works building, where solar
panels are going to be mstalled.
Mahaney said the city was getting
the Bepelit of the economic downturn

blaxwell
Inc., of

in that i was getfing reasonably
priced bids for construction work.
Maott said he held a pre-construction
miceting Aog, 25 for the Cape May
Avenue-Phase | project, He sald work
should begin after Labor Day woek-
end and would continee
three months. He said they would be
notifying the property owners affect

for  about

Pleasa see Updates, Page A7

Public pooh-
poohs pools
and permits

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cierpre Moy Stor ancd Wenee

CAPLE MAY Property
owners in the city told coun-
cil they liked having parking
permits, but urged the city to

consider  repulation: on
pools.
Nancy  Brown  Chaney

asked city council if the
“murmuring” she heard con-
cerning the on-street parking
permils  being  rescinded
were true. She told council
she dicd not believe they conld
do that after having created a
“property right,”

Mayor Edward J. Mahaney
Jr, said the ordinance creal-
ing the on-street parking per-
mil  had already been
rescinded and he disagreed
that the city bad created o
property right. Asking City
Solicitor Anthony Monze o
address that issue, Monzo
saicl the city bad not created
a property vight, and had in
fact raised the paint that
legal issuea could present a
challengs 1o the parking per-
mits.

The city created an off-
street parking permit to pri-
marily aid the elderly wha
have no off-street parking.
Mahaney said of the 50 appli-
cations for on-street parking
permils, which ressrve o
apace for the perrmit holder,
only a dozen or less mel the
apirit of the ordinance. The
cily somght 1o narrow Lhe
parameters of the ordinance
1o exclude second home own-
ers who were providing park-
ing permits o their renters,
however a lawsuit was filed
and the city decided 1o
rescind the ordinance with a

Please see Pools, Page A2

First Presbyterian
holding benefit

By CHRISTOFHER SOUTH
Coape May Stor and Waee

CAPE MAY The First
Presbyterian Church of Cape
May hag announced a “big"™
benefit concert Sept. 20 to
support communily Servicse
projecta in Cape May.

According L] Bruee
Jefiries-Fox, elder and chair-
man of the Church Grmowlh
Committee at Firat
Presbyilerian, the concert
benefits the many commumnity
outreach programs  they
aponsor at the church, includ-
ing Jazz Vespers, providing a
facility for self-help groups
=uch as Alecabolics
Anonymous and MNarcotics
Anonymous; provides a facil-
ity for the East Lynne
Theater Company; the Muosic
Together childhood eduoca-
tion program; free English

language COUTEES, the
Community Food Closet, and
MEnY more.

Jeffries-Fox  said  First

Presbyterian hosts 12 to 15
programs he described as
“vitally important to the peo-
ple they serve, and in thess
difficult times when so many
are ool of work, they are even
more important "

O minsic programs at our
church are guite strong and
unigue, A ot of other church-
ea do community work, but a
et aof our groaps are pariner-
ing with others like the the-
ater  proop  and  support
groups, and we are unique in
that, Bul music s a ¢charac-
teristic of us and we are guite
strong in that area,”™ he said,

Jeffries-Fox said another
dimension of First
Preabyterian ia being “the
Visitors Church,” which it
has been since the late 180{s.
He sand they have been Irying
to welcome visitors and make
them feel more comforiable

They have even resarved two
parking spots in their lot for
vigitors.

The bepefil concert will
provide big talent including
many from the most popular
Jazz WVespers musical acts,
such  as  Grammy-winning
nsicians Gearge
Mesterhazy and Barry Miles,
jazz masters Laois  Smith,
Michasel Pedlizin, Kita
Stafford, Bob Ferguson, The
Antfarm  Trie, and  HBehn
Gilleca.

“We iried 1o gel the bigpest
namea we could and the pea-
ple who got the biggest aodi-
ence appeal,” Jeffries-Fox
said. “I"s poing 1o be an
amazing show. The support
plavers are just as good as the
headliners.™

deffries-Fox said all the
performers are graciowsly
donating their time and tal-
ents.

“We don't weually do this,
but we did one about two
years agn for the stained
glazs windows that were
falling apart and it was as 2
huge auccess; sa I don't know
it we will do this regulacly or
if this would be the last,”
defiries- Fox said,

He zaid there are a number
of on-going programs that
need money and they have
new ideas they would like 1o
pursue that would also take
money, The stained glass
restoration project reguired
the church o raiee 5250,000,
which they were able to do in
six months, thanks o Jazz
Vespers, individual and fami-
Iy donstions, and donations
from 43-50  businesses.
defiries-Fox said he thooght
the fundraising would take a
couple of vears and he was
amazed home the congrega-
tion, commumily and buos

Plegse see Benefit, Poge Alla
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County girls being fierce with talent

By JOHN K, ALVAREZ
Cirpe May Star and Wawe

ERMA — When it comes o
entertainment, America cer-
tainly has talent in abun-
dance. Mowhere is that more
evident than at the studie of
the Jersey Cape Dance and
Gymnastics Academy, where,
for ower 25 wears, dance
instructor Stina Smath has
beon enlisting, educating and
epcouraging  children to
cxpress themselves through
movement, So well does
Smith, along with her collabo-
rators  Annika Nash  and
Fendra Hcming'.t':rljr. teach
children how to dance in
caompetition, the scouts of
NBC's “America's st
Tablent"™ came calling,

“Actually, they (MBC stu-
dios) called us after saw somo
videos of our damces on You
Tube," Smith said. “Part of
me thought someons was

laying a joke on us. But then

BC started e-mailing us
lepal forms. We submitted
more videos amd NBC nar-
rowed it down to four of our
numbers. Then, from those
‘F;:-url, they chose The Pixie
b |

The Pixie Six 15 a danco
group of young talented girls:
Fatya Simonsen, Madison
Roberts, Kaylee Clavbarn,
Maxing Marshall Ava Landis,
Regan Frame whose ages
range from eight to 11 years
ald. Though young in age, all
af the wyoung ladies have
dancing experience going
back to when they were two
ar three, 5o, it 15 with ne sur-

prise when they wore asked if
they liked danmcing, all the
Pixies answered a uniformed
and enthusiastic, “Yeah!™
For some, like Simonsen,
dancing iz a family tradition.
"My prandmaother; she's
from Russia, She teaches
rhythmic gymnastics. 5o, 1
wanted to fry it Simonsen

said with a beaming smile.
Smith, then added, “Katya
was one of our spl:-lr.-:sﬂcn le.
We had to chooze which child
would be speaking and she
was one of them. 5o she was
used to potting all the gues-
tions.™

After weeks of rehearsing
the time arrived for the Mirst

¥

-

audition. The Pixies, with
teachers and family members
at their side, made their way
ouf to Las Vegas, When asked
how many other people were
there for the auditions, all the
Pixies gippled as they said, "
A lot!™

Please see Girls, Page A7

Jodhn . Blvarer/Caope Moy Stor and Wove

The Pixia Six, in thair personalized denam jackets, grace the stairs at the studio. Bahind are, keft to right,
mstructors Stna Smith, Kendra Hemimeay and Annika Mash.



