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Buying a bicycle

Lazt summer my daughter had her bike
wlalen for the first time. 11 was her own Faull,
I suppose. Usually she and her friends lock
thieir bikes ogether while on the beach. This
time, haowever, she was the last to arrive and
lefl hers with the otbers anlocked

It was a pink bike, cne she had picked out
for Christmas a few years back. She was
quite attached to it so it was a bit devastating
o hives il stolen

This year, upon return from college, she
dleciched she would rather have a1 osed bike
than a new one to alleviate any emotional
mmvalverment, She was home o week Iater than
mast of her college friends being on the
Irimester syslem al Johnson and Wales
University =0 we missed a couple of local
bike sales, We did ask around at o bew hike
rental shops to see if they had any left over.
We found some for 2153 and were on o wail
ing list for ome at $100.

I themzht that was high for a used bike and
though I'm sure they were of nice guality it
seemed expensive for o knock=aboul, 1o and
fromm beach cruiser. Cruiser being the opera-
tive ward as yon will

I kmew Lower Township was holding it=
first Rads Bake Day and Bike Awsclion for
Kids, which included a bike rodeo, safety
demonstrations, free hol dogs amd bikes, Lols
of '."-Lk-::-: up for auction.

ik es!

I held her off for a week until the auction
and promiged her if thers was nothing to her
liking we'd head up the road and buy 8 new
one = they were acioally cheaper than the
used ones. Mot as good, but the price was
righi

The day of the awction she decided she'd
rather “heach it™ and lefl me i charge of The
aucton. That was my Nest mistake,

I knew what kind of bike she wanted, she
gand she trusted me and that was great until 1
actually arrived at the Lower Township
FEecraation Center. There were aover 50 hikes
there of cvery size, shape and color,

| wsas overwhe limed

I started the process of elimination along
with everyone else, Too hirtle, oo rusty. Bad
tirgs, torn seats, just plain ugly. I found three
I felt would I the all, so | registered, got a
paddle with the number 38 on it and =at in the
rleackhers and walted

The auction began with bike number one, of
course, my Bilke numbers were 42, 54 and 61,
As the auctioneer went bike by bike - Do |
haar $1.06007 §1_80F 1755 . T had the inclina
tion to leave. Was it really worth the wait?

Hut watching the Eids bidding aganst one
ancther was fun, and the competition addict-
mng. | was determined to go home with a ke
na matter what it took. It was about hike
mnuamber 1.5 when it it me. | bad forgotien o
read the fine print.

“Apcion lor everyone will be hald after the
children's auction if there are any remaining
ikes.”

Only kids were allowed to bid! And [ had no
Kad! Mo Kid, ao id!

While waiting for the auction to begn 1
noticed & young woman in feont ol me. She
had a son arcund nmine, another arcund five
and a toddler in a stroller. As | watched the
one son handed the toddler a sticker. The
mather was busy with the other son, and

HENE

“Bite your tongue. et a cinder in your eye.

When you feel good, you I'F'E'l nothing."”
R. Buckminster Fulle

n-

becomes an adventure

when the toddler began 1o @al the sticker, the
mother came out in me.
Mo, no,” [ eorrected. He jost stared ai me
I shook my head at him as he continued to
glare - and continued @ eal the sticker
“Excuse me," [ said to the mother who was
sl preccewpied, "Your son is eating a stick
ar.”
0, she exclaimed, quickly extracting the

now sogey, slimy goo from his toothleas
gums. “Thank von! He fries o eal every
thing."

How well 1 remember

Aa the bidding continued [ realized the
woman's aldest son owas bidding on lots of
bikes. Suddenly, I had a brainstorm. Maybe 1
could bormow her Kid, after all, [ had saved
his life from that |1.u.t1.' 55D - Sudden Sticker
Dieath

I explained my situation, that the bike was
tor my danghter who “lazed™ ool on me, and
she agread. We compared the numbers af the
bikes we were ach planning 1o bid on, She
had all three of the bikea I wanted written on
her list

“1 really want just 42, I =said and she
agrreed W take thsl one off her list, Eeal nice
woman, indeed. Her son was delightful and
thoroughly emjoyimg the whole aoction
process.

A% [ handed him my paddie, [ fell a pang of
guilt but raticnalized the bike I wanted was a
lndies” bike - too big for most of the kids, any
WaY.

I leaned over 1o her son and whispered in
his ear, “I am now youwr Aunt Jennifer."” He
howled, 171 be at your Thanksgiving table,™
He howled even londer.

Finally, it was time for number 42, The big
moment. My heart raced. How high would it
gof Some had sold for as Little as fifty cents,
athers upward of $50

'‘Go as high as #0." I told the boy. 1 really
wanted that ke,

Mumber 42, announced the auctioneer as
Towr ar Dive paddles soared inio the aire. 1 hald
my breath.

YL | Bear lour, Lhive
remaimed arborme. “Seven,
disappeared. “Mine, Tend” Just omne otier lin
gered, "Eloven? Down went the paddie

I had won! The feeling of victory was exhil
arating. I wanted more, more!

We compared bike numbers again. 54¢ a1/
Mo, the woman wanted those, So sorry, She
zand. [ think she understood my auctlon
fover

Fhankdully, thes particolar fever dossn’
last long, Otherwise, I'd be holding my own
ancton This weekend. | pald and lelt

The excitement lingered, however, as I pre-
sented my hard-earned prize 0o my daughier,

'Eleven dollars!™ T said

“Hul | wanted a cruiser,
"That's & mountain bike."

I was crushed,

[ thought it was a perfectly geod bike, but 1
know sie's raght. The fervor ol The suetion
had swept me into borrowing somebody
elze's kid and Buying a ke she couldn’t real
Iy use! I think I'l] lay off auctions for a while,
bt hey, it was fun’ A blast, in Feet!

By the way, does anyone want to boy a bike?

saxd” The paddles
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©oshe poated.

Jenmifer Kopp is the editor af the

SEEF ard Wave,

Cape May

This is your town., We are your newspaper. Read the

C.a[;zc Mag Star and Wave

- ll‘u—'. |.~.-‘.F-': coverage r;:|' |-;‘.~q':_1| MEWS,
[

Pictures from the Past

Do vouw have a historical photoo

Ml Iy Sitar and Wae
|'5-|'i'-"|r'| f |'-'-.; CaLar
ard 2 werekd: TWE

L. I

: . -
soeres of the past rom the: Lape

[ abom a tripy oF e
i abeoat i

addressed ervelope

'-'._'.|'||' wou swould lilke to ses in the ':'.._'.|'1|*-

office at GO0 Park Boulewvard in West

Wea're loaking lor -:-'-.-:-l*-._ll":i'l-: froarm ald il ph
. = !

Where have you been lately?

N o vacation recent iy }

o \ u , |
stabrmitted pictures wadll Be returmed iF semt with a stamped, seli-

i:t._:ru'- Maw betweer 9

ol o olass Eiciures or

Send us a photograph and tell

Time wWe
Some men
alds,
Those men happen to be 18,

yvoursell in the
built like
with haar,
put the Speedo away. It's not
gt [oF you, your circulation

and it may send small chl
dren to therapy. On behalf of
thee Men's Union Local 123, 1
thank you

S DonT leed the sesgulls,
Personally, I like fecding the
gulls. However, when folks
heard I was writing this arti-
cle, | was asked to mention 1t,
&0, there you are

a. Leaave all
btehind. I know,

e where we

electronics
wiz live in the
have a cell

phone in one hand, a black
"'l.l”'!. in the other and a lap-
Top on oar... laps. Yet, when

a father has a meeting on his
cell and a mother, altaer tex
ting her kids to stay out of the
riptide, whspers “lant thas
wonderful guality time*" 1
Juist Want i Weep.

%, Forget everything 1
wirnta, It's beach nhime. Lo
what you want. Take a stroll
JUME Sart your imagination

’olice report
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-tem we have a phone num-
ber and mayie a Kev holder 1o
contact. It's worked owt well
Ior us,” sheehan sand.

After propeorty checks, the
police spend most of thewr
time on motor vehicle stops,
with 430 recordaed aover the
first throe months of the 2009

Police ralled {3F1
EMS Medical Assist calls 146
times aver the three months
and responded to alarms 107
times, The police were asked
to assist B member of the pub-
le Y8 times, while appearing
at school-related activitics %6
times over the Orst quarter.
The police were alzso called
gul 72 times on fire calls

C apw_ May Police responded
1 &1 neidents of craminal
mischief, and 48 reports of a
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SEASON REMINDER AND

With the summer season fast approaching, the (
Department would like to remind residents and visitors

lowing ordinances:

Curfew for juveniles 17
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Pamela Coobk of San Francsco recently came across a postcard with the artached mage that
wiat sent o her grandparents, Mr, and Mrs, Joseph Cook in 1957 with a 2-cent stamp. The
image supports the local claim as a bean grosing area, particulasly lima beans.

There were alzo 30 com-
plaints aboul amimals, 23 inci
dents of theft or attempted
thefl

March appeared to be the
bigpest month  for stalen
property, but it furned out to
be & non-incident

According to the March
report, 326,579 worth  of
stolen property was reported
in Cape Mavy thal month
However, Shechan aaid,
215 (MM of tha! amount was
from a report of stolen jewel-
ry from someanes siaving al
Congress Hall. The wictim
later reporied finding the
nissing jewelry.

I'hat month there was also
28,000 in astalen property
from  Cape  May  Poind
Sheehan said after a yard =ale
or maoving sale, the peopls
had some oriental rugs and a
sl =creen TV laken from
their house.

Pictures from the Past
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Cook, who spent many sumimers i Cape May Pont, recently fownd these photos of tha
Easter Egg Hunt in Cape May Poant abowt 1959,
Cook Gotay, are on the fre truck whila the Easter eggs are being hidden in the Circle.
From the children's axpressions, they are not enjoying the wait. Cook's said her grand
parents spent semmers n Cape May Pomt, and her father soll does,

The kids, includseg her sister Carabn
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and see 1l 1t snll works.,
Watch kids dig a haole to
China, or wherever Kids dig
holes to these davs, Just have
fun and be courteons 1o esch
other. And forget what I
wrote, except about rmddle
aged men in Specdo’s. Broor

Johnny Wawa con usually
DE seen walking around Cape
Wy,

(Hher incidents in the first
quarter of the yvear include 21
parking complaints, 19 war-
ranls served, 1B motor vehi
cle accidents, 13 incidents of
disorderly comduct, and 12
domestic  violence  com-
|1"| r|I'
first
thers were 11 juo
ters, nine DWls, eigh
dents of a  burglary  or
attempted burglary, seven
incidenls of harassment, and
zix each of nolse complaints
anidd assanll

There were no Aarsons,
homicides, kidnappings, rob
beries or sexual assaults in
Cape Mav, Cape May Point or
Weat Cape May during the
first quarter of the year
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vienile maal
eight inci-
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SAFETY TIPS

Cape May Police
of the fol-

and younger is midnight until Sept. 30.

- From May 1 to Sept. 30, bicycles are permitted to be on the
promenade from & a.m. until 10 a.m.
- Bicycles and animals are not permitted on the mall at any time.
- Bicycle helmets are required for those 16 and under.

The beach curfew is from 10 p.m. until 5 a.m.

- The majority of city parking meters are active

Oet. 31,

[rom May 1 until

Also, every summer season bicycle thieves plague many shore
communities. The police department would like to remind all resi-
dents and visitors to lock and secure your bicycles at all imes
when visiting the mall and beach arcas, and even at your home.




