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A2 WEDNESDAY, April 4, 2012

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH,
DINNER & LATE NIGHT

Now Offering a Complete Gluten-Free Menu
From Appetizers to Desserts

LUCKY BONES TO GO
Enjoy our entire menu to pick up

609-884-2663
Call in your order and

we will have it waiting for you!
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safety of citizens and prop-
erty in Cape May could be 
assured. 

In January, a $9 million 
replenishment project was 
completed at the Coast Guard 
Training Center Cape May 
and in Cape May City. The 
project included pumping 
620,000 cubic yards of sand 
from an offshore borrow area 
and placing it on the Coast 
Guard beaches. Seventy-
thousand cubic yards of sand 
was taken from the vicin-
ity of Convention Hall and 
Trenton Avenue as part of 
a backpassing project. The 
sand was redistributed in the 
Wilmington Avenue section 
of the beachfront. The Army 
Corps provided $7,075,000 
to make both portions of the 
overall project possible. 

LoBiondo, U.S. Coast Guard 
subcommittee head, said 
shoreline protection is deteri-
orating with the unavailability 
of funding to the Army Corps 
of Engineers and the Coast 
Guard. He said Obama’s pro-
posed $600 million in cuts 
for the fiscal year budget, 

which if passed will begin 
Oct. 1, ignores the needs and 
commitment of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

LoBiondo told the Star and 
Wave last month, due to bud-
get cuts, the Coast Guard 
Training Center could be tak-
ing on only half the number 

of recruits it has taken in past 
years. Capt. William Kelly, 
commander of TRACEN, said 
the base used to train around 
5,000 recruits per year, but 
is preparing to train around 
2,500 in 2013. Kelly said the 
base will have around 3,200 
in 2012. 
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good gas mileage.”
Kindle Auto Plaza, which 

sells Ford, Lincoln, Chrys-
ler, Jeep and Dodge has nu-
merous best in class vehicles 
in terms of fuel economy, 
Sharp said. He said people 
commonly associate fuel ef-
ficiency with foreign vehicles 
like Honda and Mazda, but 
contrary to popular belief, the 
Ford F-150 pickup, Ford Fi-
esta, Ford Explorer and Ford 
Focus are at the top of the list. 
Local municipalities are tak-
ing advantage of these fuel-
efficient vehicles as well. 

Lower Township Manager 
Mike Voll said two Ford Fo-
cus vehicles were recently 
purchased to replace large 
4x4 trucks at the construction 
office and planning and zon-
ing office. Voll said the Focus 
gets 38 to 40 miles per gallon 
compared to the 12 miles per 
gallon the 4x4 vehicles were 
getting. He said at $13,071 the 
Focus is also the cheapest ve-
hicle to purchase under state 
contract. He said three or four 
more Ford Focuses might be 
purchased to replace vehicles 

in other departments, like the 
recreation department. 

He said Lower Township 
also replaced a gas-guzzler 
4x4 at the police department 
with a mid-size SUV, the 
Ford Escape. Voll is doing an 
evaluation on all municipal 
vehicles to see what can be 
replaced with better econom-
ical solutions. His ultimate 
goal is to reduce municipal 
fuel consumption by 15 per-
cent or more in the next year. 
He said the police chief is on 
board with the plan, and Low-
er Township is considering 
the possibility of replacing 
the Dodge Charger Hemi V8 
police cars with V6 versions.  

Voll said the township is 
looking to save fuel in other 
ways. He said three out of 
four municipal buildings are 
now heated with natural gas 
rather than the more expen-
sive heat oil. 

“We’re already showing 
savings in those buildings,” 
he said. “We’ve already re-
duced municipal gas con-
sumption by 7.2 percent since 
last year.”

In August, 2011, Cape May 
City Deputy Mayor Jack 

Wichterman questioned the 
need for large V8 police cars 
in the city. The Cape May 
City Police Department cur-
rently uses Ford Crown Vic-
torias, but Wichterman sug-
gested using a smaller V6 
model vehicle with better fuel 
economy. Police Chief Diane 
Sorantino told the Star and 
Wave she was perfectly fine 
with exploring other options 
in regard to police vehicles. 
City Manager Bruce MacLeod 
said the city continues to use 
the Ford Crown Victorias 
because all the equipment is 
interchangeable when they 
replace the vehicles with a 
newer model. 

Whether or not individuals 
and municipalities trade in 
their gas-guzzlers for more 
fuel efficient vehicles in the 
next few years, President 
Barack Obama and major 
automakers signed an agree-
ment in July 2011 that would 
increase fuel efficiency stan-
dards to 54.5 miles per gallon 
for cars and light trucks by 
2025.
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MERCHANT

TIDES
APRIL 2012

Eastern Standard Time

           High             Low
      A.M.  P.M.    A.M.  P.M.
 3    5:39   6:14   11:47         
 4    6:31   7:02   12:04  12:34
 5    7:21   7:50   12:58    1:20
 6    8:09    8:37    1:50    2:06
 7    8:58    9:25    2:41    2:53
 8    9:48  10:14    3:33    3:41
 9  10:39  11:06    4:26    4:32
10 11:34               5:22   5:26

Moon Phases
Full Moon, April 6

Last Quarter, April 13
New Moon, April 21

First Quarter, April 29
Perigee, April 7
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at least five acres of land, 
500-foot setbacks from neigh-
boring properties, EPA cer-
tification, and certified fuel. 
The wood smoke, she said, 
while enjoyable to some is not 
healthy.

Township Clerk Claudia 
Kammer told council she 
received the petition for 
referendum with 775 sig-
natures. As of Monday, she 
had validated 601 signatures, 
the remainder could not be 
validated for various rea-
sons, including duplicate or 
unreadable signatures.

Andrielle resident John 
Fleming voiced his displea-
sure with council rescinding 

the ordinance after it went 
through all the appropriate 
channels including public 
hearings. 

“I’m confused,” he said, “for 
you to take an ordinance that 
was adequately developed, 
there were public hearings, 
it was authorized by coun-
cil, and you are rescinding it 
based on a petition that is not 
even authorized.”

“It’s not based on the peti-
tion,” Mayor Mike Beck said. 
“It’s based on 700 signatures, 
on hearing from people we 
hadn’t heard from before.”

Beck said rescinding the 
ordinance solves the petition 
situation, If the ordinance 
banning OWBs is rescinded 
the township will not have 

to hold, and pay for, a spe-
cial election. After rescind-
ing the ordinance, township 
council plans to rewrite the 
ordinance to regulate but not 
ban OWBs. 

“We’ll be adjusting the ordi-
nance one way or the other,” 
Beck said.

Beck said the new ordinance 
would go before the Planning 
Board for review, as did the 
old ordinance, where people 
would have the opportunity to 
speak on the ordinance. 

“They already had that 
opportunity,” Fleming said. 

Fleming said he believed 
the 775 signatures collected 
were undermining the pro-
cess. 

“If I got 750 signatures from 

people saying to cut the bud-
get in half would you do it?” 
he asked. 

Fleming referred to the 2012 
Lower Township Municipal 
Budget, which was passed 
earlier in the evening without 
public comment. The 2012 
budget carries a zero tax rate 
increase, and nearly half a 
million dollars in reductions 
using the governor’s toolkit 
– a series of authorizations 
allowing cuts in certain areas.

Municipal Auditor Leon 
Costello said the inten-
tion at the start of the bud-
get process was to have no 
tax rate increase. He said 
Lower Township was able to 
get to a true zero increase, 
not an “election year zero.” 

Costello said he was referring 
to comments he had seen in 
some newspapers suggesting 
council wanted to get to zero 
because three seats are up 
for reelection in November – 
the mayor, deputy mayor and 
Ward 2 council seat. 

Costello said the budget met 
all the state requirements, 
and could not be adopted oth-
erwise. Council members had 
little to say about the budget. 

“It’s hard to object to zero,” 
Beck said. 

Deputy Mayor Kevin Lare 
said the zero budget was the 
result of a lot of hard work 
by the department heads in 
controlling costs. He said he 
felt it was important to do so, 
saying, “Taxes are the most 

critical issue in the township, 
in my opinion.”

Beck said the township has 
asked their employees to do 
more with less and they have 
responded. He said the town-
ship has also cut its labor 
force, which has led to them 
being able to keep taxes down. 

“We’ve worked to keep tax 
increases to zero, and I’m 
happy it’s coming,” he said. 

Beck said the toolkit alone 
generated savings about 
equal to about a penny on 
the tax rate, which Costello 
said is equivalent to about 
$410,000.

APRIL 6 thru APRIL 12

NOW FEATURING EXPERIENCE

REEL MOVIES • REEL PRICES • REEL VALUE

RIO STADIUM 12
3801 Rt. 9 South #1 • Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Additional Pricing for 3D Features
24 Hour Movie Hotline 609-889-4799

**AMERICAN REUNION R 11:55, 2:25, 4:55, 7:30, 10:05
HUNGER GAMES A PG-13 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50
HUNGER GAMES B PG-13 2:00, 5:00, 8:10
**TITANIC 3D PG-13 12:00, 4:00, 8:00
**WRATH OF THE TITANS 2D PG-13 12:20
**WRATH OF THE TITANS 3D PG-13 2:50, 5:10, 7:40, 9:55
**MIRROR MIRROR PG 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 9:35
21 JUMP STREET R 12:05, 2:35, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50
DR. SEUSS' THE LORAX 2D PG 12:40, 2:45, 4:45, 7:10
JOHN CARTER PG-13 9:40

A CapeMay
Tradition for
over 30 years!
BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER
COCKTAILS
HAPPY HOUR
LIVE MUSIC

Easter Brunch 8 AM - 3 PM
Easter Dinner from 4 PM
3 Course Price Fixe $30

At the Carroll Villa Hotel
19 Jackson Street, Cape May NJ

609-884-5970
www.madbatter.com
www.carrollvilla.com

CALL 898-RIDE
(898-7433)

• safe and reliable
• All local communities
•clean, comfortable

•airports 
•local and distance
•child safety seats

AART’s 
Cape May Taxi
www.capemaytaxi.com

We’re on your side

 

Cain Chamberlin/Cape May Star and Wave
Above, snow fence helps maintain the dune structure as part of Cape 
May’s beach protection efforts. Congressman Frank LoBiondo has to fight 
for federal dollars every year for beach replenishment efforts. 

416 SOUTH BROADWAY •WEST CAPE MAY, NJ
Call for Reservations 609-898-1555 • like us on Facebook-Copper Fish Restaurant

ON SITE
PARKING

OPEN THURSDAY thru MONDAY from 5 PM
Always New Exciting Menu Choices!

Coming Soon... Chef Demos with Geoff and Guest!
Listen online or podcast “Stripped down Kitchen” with Geoff & Rocky Fino,
author of “Will Cook for Sex” & “Will Cook for Sex Again, Again & Again”

BEST
of the

SHORE 2010

As Seen on Rocco's Dinner Party

PUT YOUR 
ADVERTISING 

DOLLARS TO WORK 
IN THE

CAPE MAY STAR 
AND WAVE

CALL 609-884-3466
ASK FOR ROSANNE

THE STAR AND WAVE WELCOMES YOUR 
EMAIL – CMSTARWAVE@ COMCAST.NET Union Park

Contemporary Cuisine   
Casual elegant dining

Beach Ave. & Howard St. 
Cape May, NJ

(609) 884-8811
www.unionparkdiningroom.com

Opening April 6th
Serving Dinner from 5:30 pm 

Join Us for
Easter Sunday 
Brunch Buffet
10:30  to 2:30

 


