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Falling to Ruane: Guarding beaches falls to family with a history
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Cape May Point Beach Patrol Women’s Lifeguard Challenge
By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY POINT – Offi-cials at the Sixth annual Cape May Point Women’s Life-guard Challenge did not an-ticipate competitors bringing different sized boards to the annual event, but they and team representatives worked out a compromise to allow all lifeguards to compete.
Cape May Point Beach Pa-trol Lt. Kristen Moorby said the intention was to have competitors using the USLA standard 10’6” board in the paddleboard event. However, some teams showed up with so-called “longboards,” mea-suring 12 feet or more. Moor-by said the longer boards give the competitor an advantage.“They are faster because they are more hydrodynamic. They are actually narrower and faster,” she said. 

After a preliminary discus-sion, it was decided that eight competitors would be placed in a longboard division, and 11 in a shortboard division, with two champions to be de-termined. 
The Shortboard Division winner was Anne Skimmons, 17, of the Sea Girt Beach Pa-trol with a time of 25:06. The Longboard Division winner was Hayley Edwards, 22, of the Stone Harbor Beach Pa-trol in 26:25.

Skimmons will be a senior at Point Pleasant Borough High School, where she competes in cross-country, track and swimming. This is her sec-ond year on the SGBP. She described the Point Women’s Challenge as “awesome.
“The run was hard … other than that, it’s what we do,” she said. 
Skimmons said this was the best race she had done in her two years on the SGBP. She said this summer she has competed in some small tour-naments and the Avon Run Swim Run. She said the Point Women’s Challenge was the longest race she had done. Skimmons led the challenge from start to finish, finish-ing first in the approximately 1.2 mile run across the sand around St. Pete’s beach, the three-quarter-mile paddle-board race, and the half-mile swim. Competitors also had to run between the finish of the paddleboard segment and the start of the swim.

Coming in second in the Short Board Division was Lexi Santer of the Ocean City Beach Patrol with a time of 26:04. Santer, 17, will be a se-nior at the Charter School of Wilmington, Del., in the fall. She is an OCBP rookie, and previously competed in two women’s lifeguard competi-tions plus the USLA champi-onships in Rehoboth, Del. 
Like many of the competi-tors, Santer said the run in the traditionally soft sand on 

St. Pete’s Beach in Cape May Point was the hardest part of the challenge. 
“I was ready to quit after the run,” Santer said. 
Santer did not quit.
She said it was a relief to fi-nally get in the water. 
“While paddling I was able to rest my legs,” she said. 
Finishing third and fourth were Meghan O’Leary (26:44) and Kerry Choplin (28:25) of the Cape May Beach Pa-trol. O’Leary, 28, is in her 13th year on the CMBP. She is a senior lifeguard and an instructor in the Junior Life-guard Program. She said she takes satisfaction finishing the race so close behind a pair of 17-year-olds. 

“The Sea Girt girl was a strong runner, so I’m pleased with what I’ve done,” she said. O’Leary said this was her sixth Point Women’s Chal-lenge and it doesn’t get any easier.
“This year (the sand) was the worst. I felt it just like all the girls,” she said. 
O’Leary, a certified guid-ance counselor, has recently become engaged and plans a June 2014 wedding.
Her teammate, Choplin, 24, agreed that the run was the hardest in the three Point challenges in which she pre-viously competed. 
“The run was the worst by far,” she said. 
Choplin said she definitely preferred competing in the paddle and swim. She said this summer she has competed in the Ocean City women’s life-guard competition and took part in the Escape the Cape Triathlon in Lower Township. Choplin is enrolled in a mas-

See Cape May, page A11

Sea Girt lifeguard tops field of 19 competitors in beach run, paddle, half-mile swim

David Nahan/Cape May Star and WaveAt left, Anne Skimmons of the Sea Girt Beach Patrol leads the field in the opening run at the 2013 Cape May Point Beach Patrol Women’s Lifeguard Invitational Monday, July 29, at St. Pete’s Beach. Above, Jeny Vieth of the CMPBP runs ahead of Megan O’Leary and other competitors in the competition that featured a 1.2-mile beach run, three-quarter-mile paddleboard row and half-mile swim.
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Above, Meghan O’Leary of the 
Cape May Beach Patrol and 
teammate Kerry Choplin, left, 
finishing and starting, respec-
tively, the paddleboard row at 
the 2013 Cape May Point Beach 
Patrol Women’s Lifeguard Invi-
tational Monday, July 29, at St. 
Pete’s Beach. The duo, the 2012 
team champions, finished third 
and fourth in the Shortboard Di-
vision at the race.
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Below, Sea Girt Beach Patrol 
Lifeguard Anne Skimmons leads 
the field past the crowd at St. 
Pete’s Beach in the run at the 
2013 Cape May Point Beach 
Patrol Women’s Lifeguard Invi-
tational Monday, July 29. Skim-
mons finished the 1.2-mile 
beach run first and kept her lead 
through the three-quarter-mile 
paddleboard row and the half-
mile swim to win the title at 
the sixth annual event. At left, 
Cape May Beach Patrol lifeguard 
Kerry Choplin, right, and Ocean 
City Beach Patrol guard Lexi 
Santer in the run. At right, Jillian 
Artrip of the host beach patrol 
takes her paddleboard into the 
water.
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By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – If ever caught 
in a life-threatening situa-
tion on a Cape May beach, 
rest assured because there 
is likely a member of the 
Ruane family to come to your 
rescue. 

Presently there are five 
Ruane family members serv-
ing on the Cape May Beach 
Patrol, a tradition that has 
been in the family for more 
than 40 years. Every summer, 
Jack Ruane welcomes practi-
cally his entire family to his 
home on Tranquility Drive, 
including his six grandchil-

dren.  
Lexi Sullivan, 23, Tim 

Haines, 19, Sam Haines, 16, 
Brian Ruane, 18, and Sean 
Ruane, 16, all graduated from 
Cape May’s junior lifeguard 
program and now serve on 
the beach patrol. Tim and 
Sam’s younger brother, Ryan, 
11, is currently enrolled in 
the junior lifeguard program 
and plans to serve on the 
beach patrol when he comes 
of age. 

Tim said nearly every 
morning in the summer, the 
Ruane clan can be seen riding 
their bikes into Cape May and 
out to the beachfront for their 
morning beach workout and 

roll call at headquarters. He 
said there is no better job in 
the world than one that allows 
you to keep people safe and 
work on your sun tan at the 
same time. Lifeguarding has 
always symbolized a strong 
bond between him and the 
rest of his family. 

“We’re coworkers, room-
mates, best friends, cousins 
– we’re stuck together, but 
it’s cool,” he said. “It’s the 
best job in the world – I mean, 
you get to stay on the beach 
all day.”

“I get to see my cousins 
everyday, the job forces you 

Please see Ruane, page A2 
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A man walked into Cape May...
Above, Aaron David Ward was one of the semi-finalists in the Cape May Comedy Festival held Saturday and Sunday in Convention 
Hall. Ward was joined by other prospective comedians and seasoned veterans during the two nights of comedy – a first ever event 
for Cape May’s new Convention Hall. See more photos on page A12.

By CAIN CHAMBERLIN
Cape May Star and Wave

CAPE MAY – The U.S. 
Coast Guard Training Center-
Cape May (TRACEN) will be 
hosting a Sunset Parade on 
Sunday, Aug. 4 in conjunc-
tion with “Coast Guard Day,” 
an annual celebration of the 
service’s birth. 

Sunday will mark the 223rd 
anniversary of the U.S. 
Coast Guard. Cmdr. Owen 
Gibbons, executive officer at 
TRACEN, said the history of 
the service is somewhat com-
plicated because the modern 
day Coast Guard we know 

today is the collaboration of 
five federal agencies.  

These agencies, the 
Revenue Cutter Service, 
the Lighthouse Service, 
the Steamboat Inspection 
Service, the Bureau 
of Navigation, and the 
Lifesaving Service, were 
originally independent, but 
had overlapping authori-
ties. The first of these agen-
cies was the Revenue Cutter 
Service, established by the 
U.S. Department of the 
Treasury on Aug. 4, 1790, 
which is now considered to 
be the birthdate of the Coast 
Guard. 

“We still call our ships ‘cut-
ters’ in recognition of the 
Revenue Cutter Service we 
evolved from,” Owens said. 

The military branch was not 
officially known as the U.S. 
Coast Guard until January 

1915, when the U.S. Congress 
merged the five agencies 
together. Owens said Coast 
Guard Day is celebrated at 
the Training Center annu-
ally. 

“We use (Coast Guard Day) 
every year to reconnect with 
the heritage of service to our 
nation. We do that in a bunch 
of different ways,” Owens 
said. “One of the ways we 
celebrate here at Training 
Center Cape May is by open-
ing our doors and putting on 
a Sunset Parade that allows 
the public to come in and be 

Please see Sunset, page A2

Sunset Parades are a Coast Guard Tradition at Cape May Training Center

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH
Cape May Star and Wave

WEST CAPE MAY  – 
The West Cape May 
Board of Commissioners 
heard from representa-
tives of Commercial Utility 
Consultants, who are pro-
posing to assist West Cape 
May in joining a third party 
electricity provider to reduce 
household electrical costs.

 John Fish of Commercial 
Utility Consultants explained 
the process by which CUC 
would help set up a contract 
between the borough and a 
third-party electricity pro-
vider. The underlining prin-
ciple is borough residents 
would end up getting a cheap-
er rate than they are cur-
rently getting with Atlantic 
City Electric. 

Fish said CUC is trying to 
create an energy aggregate of 
about 30,000 electrical meters 
(customers) to enter into an 
agreement with a third-par-
ty electricity supplier. The 
aggregate includes more than 
one municipality, and Fish 
said by bringing West Cape 
May into an aggregate cur-
rently being formed it would 
be around 30,000 meters. 
He said West Cape May has 
about 1,000 meters to add to 
the aggregate to reach the 
30,000 mark. 

Fish said in 1999 the power 

supply industry was deregu-
lated, which allowed custom-
ers to search for third party 
suppliers. He said in dereg-
ulation, power generation 
and power supply became 
separate. According to Fish, 
Atlantic City Electric is not 
a power generator, only a 
power supplier, as are the 
third party suppliers. Since 
1999, he said, New Jersey 
residents have had the right 
to choose any power suppli-
er, but only about 15 percent 
of residents made a change 
from their primary supplier.

Fish said the Board of Public 
Utilities (BPU) became con-
cerned that customers were 
not making the switch, and 
third party suppliers would 
eventually leave New Jersey, 
making deregulation effec-
tively null and void. In 2003, 
the BPU said rather than 
individuals, entire communi-
ties could band together and 
get a commercial rate based 
on Title 14 (July 2012).

Fish said most municipali-
ties already belong to a group 
for buying power, saying the 
Borough of West Cape May 
belonged to the South Jersey 
Power Cooperative. He said 
what they were proposing 
was to bring the residents 
into a third party, energy 
aggregate to allow them to 

Please see Energy, page A3

West Cape May hears 
about energy aggregate 

Photos by CWO Donnie 
Brzuska, USCG

Coast Guard members dem-
onstrate a rifle drill during a 
recent Sunset Parade at US 
Coast Guard Training Center-
Cape May.


